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The Priest's relations with his 
people involve much difficulty. 
But if any inquire about his 
relations with God, he will find 
the others to be as nothing, 
since these require a greater 
and more thorough 
earnestness. For he who acts as 
an ambassador on behalf of the 
whole city— but why do I say 
the city? On behalf of the whole 
world indeed— prays that God 
would be merciful to the sins of 
all, not only of the living, but 
also of the departed.  

What manner of man ought he to be? For my part I think that the boldness of speech of 
Moses and Elijah, is insufficient for such supplication. For as though he were entrusted with 
the whole world and were himself the father of all men, he draws near to God, beseeching 
that wars may be extinguished everywhere, that tumults may be quelled; asking for peace 
and plenty, and a swift deliverance from all the ills that beset each one, publicly and 
privately; and he ought as much to excel in every respect all those on whose behalf he 
prays, as rulers should excel their subjects. 

And whenever he invokes the Holy Spirit, and offers the most fearful sacrifice (Communion), 
and constantly handles the common Lord of all, tell me what rank shall we give him? What 
great purity and what real piety must we demand of him? For consider what manner of 
hands they ought to be which minister in these things, and of what kind his tongue which 
utters such words, and ought not the soul which receives so great a spirit to be purer and 
holier than anything in the world? At such a time angels stand by the Priest; and the whole 
sanctuary, and the space round about the altar, is filled with the powers of heaven, in 
honour of Him who lies thereon. For this, indeed, is capable of being proved from the very 
rites which are being then celebrated.  

I myself, moreover, have heard someone once relate, that a certain aged, venerable man, 
accustomed to see revelations, used to tell him, that he being thought worthy of a vision of 
this kind, at such a time, saw, on a sudden, so far as was possible for him, a multitude of 
angels, clothed in shining robes, and encircling the altar, and bending down, as one might 
see soldiers in the presence of their King, and for my part I believe it.  

Moreover another told me, without learning it from someone else, but as being himself 
thought worthy to be both an ear and eye witness of it, that, in the case of those who are 
about to depart after receiving communion, if they happen to be partakers of the mysteries, 
with a pure conscience, when they are about to breathe their last, angels keep guard over 
them for the sake of what they have received, and bear them to up to Heaven after.  
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And do you not yet tremble to introduce a 
soul into so sacred a mystery of this kind, and 
to advance to the dignity of the Priesthood, 
one robed in filthy raiment, whom Christ has 
shut out from the rest of the band of guests? 
Matthew 22:13  

The soul of the Priest should shine like a light 
beaming over the whole world. But mine has 
so great darkness overhanging it, because of 
my evil conscience, as to be always cast down 
and never able to look up with confidence to 
its Lord. Priests are the salt of the earth. 
Matthew 5:13 But who would easily put up 
with my lack of understanding, and my 
inexperience in all things, but you O Lord 
have loved me beyond measure.  

For the Priest ought not only to be only pure 
as one who has been dignified with so high a 
ministry, but very discreet, and skilled in 
many matters, and to be as well versed in the 
affairs of this life as they who are engaged in 
the world, and yet to be free from them all 
more than the recluses who occupy the 
mountains.  
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