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Continuing on from last time let us explore the following: 

Cosmic evolution  
 

In his book, A brief history of Time, the well-known British physicist, Stephen W. Hawking, 
identifies the ultimate question behind everything. ‘Today we still yearn to know why we 
are here and where we came from.  

In the last chapter of his book he says: 

‘We find ourselves in a bewildering world. We want to make sense of what we see around 
us and to ask: What is the nature of the universe? What is our place in it and where did it 
and we come from? Why is it the way it is?’ 

The big bang theory is a popular approach to explain the universe  

Here are some textbook versions to the big bang: 

Most Astronomers believe that about 18-20 million years ago all the matter in the universe 
was concentrated into one very dense, very hot region that may have been much smaller 
than a period on this page. For some unknown reason, this region exploded. This explosion 
is called the big bang1 
 
Not only matter and energy would disappear, but also space and time. However physicists 

theorise that from this state of nothingness the universe began in a gigantic explosion about 

16.5 billion years ago2 

Astonishingly, scientists now calculate that everything in this vast universe grew out of a 

region many billions of times smaller than a single proton, one of the atom’s basic particles 

(Gore, 1983, 163:705).  

Point Summary 

 

 16-20 billion years ago is a long time ago  

 All the matter in the universe was squished into a dot. That is gigantic matter to 
crowd into a dot and would be very heavy.  

 Nothing was there to explode but here we are! 

 

                                                           
1
 Prentice Hall General Science, 1992, pg 61 

2
 HBJ General Science, 1989, p. 362  
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The big bang idea started with Astronomer George Lemaitre. According to Isaac Asimov, 
Lemaitre conceived this mass to be “no more than a few light years in diameter”. At the very 
least that would be two light-years or about twelve million miles.  
 
By 1965 that figure was reduced to 275 million miles.  
By 1972 to 71 million miles 
By 1974 to 54 thousand miles 
By 1983 to a “trillionth the diameter of a proton”  
Present to nothing at all  
Thus we can say that we all came from a dot and the dot came from nothing. This is called 
Science and is placed in a science book.  
 
As the nebula shrank, it spun faster and faster. Gradually, the spinning nebula flattened into 
a huge disk almost 10 billion kilometres across. At the centre of the disk a growing protosun, 
or new sun, began to take shape.  

Point summary 
 

 The matter spun faster and faster and exploded to become the sun, moon, stars and 
planets.  

 
 
There are some fundamental questions that can be raised on this:  
 

- What was there before the big bang?  
- Who made matter? 
- Where did the laws come from? (Gravity, inertia) 
- Where did the energy come from? (It takes energy to make something move) 
- Where did the information come from?  

 
Conservation of angular momentum 
The law of conservation of angular momentum states that an object will continue to move 
in a direction based on its origin. For example if a merry-go around is spinning in a clockwise 
direction a person flying off the merry-go around will continue to spin in a clockwise 
direction until resistance is encountered. If the universe began as a spinning dot then why 
does Venus, Uranus and possibly Pluto rotate backwards from the other 6 planets.  
 
6 of the 63 moons rotate backwards. Jupiter, Saturn and Neptune have moons orbiting in 
both directions 3 
 
If the big bang theory applies the matter should be evenly distributed. Instead it is lumpy – 
there are clusters of stars then great voids.  
 

                                                           
3
 Astronomical advance for the year 1989 (Wash DC US. Government printing office. 1989)  
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The second law of thermodynamics states simplified that everything tends towards 
disorder. Nothing gets better by itself but tends to get worse. This makes it difficult for the 
big bang theory to apply as order (the universe) occurred from disorder (explosion).  
 
Evolutionists assume that adding energy (open system) will overcome the 2nd law of 
thermodynamics.  
 

1. The universe is a closed system  
2. Adding energy is destructive unless there is a complex mechanism to harness the 

energy. For example adding energy to make a bomb is destructive and does not 
organise a thing. Also the sun destroys basically anything – house, car, roads.  

 

Summary  
 

- There is no scientific evidence that a big bang occurred, it’s purely speculation.  
- It is unreasonable to believe that something came out of nothing, especially 

considering the depth of the universe.  
- The conservation of angular momentum proposes a problem to the big bang.  
- Nobody has ever demonstrated that disorder -> order, but the reverse. Explosions 

are catastrophic and show evidence of disorder.  
- There is no ground for supposing that matter and energy existed before and were 

suddenly galvanised into action4 
- Even if the big bang occurred there are unanswered questions as mentioned earlier 

(Who made matter? ...etc )  
- Whatever begins to exist has a cause. The universe began to exist and therefore has 

a cause.   
 
 
For a descriptive and scientific analysis of the big bang, an imperative read is: The Big Bang 
Theory—A Scientific Critique by Bert Thompson, Ph.D., Brad Harrub, Ph.D., and Branyon 
May  
 
Available at http://www.apologeticspress.org/articles/140001   
 

This post has been contributed by Daniel Ayad  
Deacon at St Barbara & St Noufer’s Coptic Orthodox Church. 

                                                           
4
 Edmund Whittaker, physicist  

http://www.apologeticspress.org/articles/140001

