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Let us consider the following passage 

Philip found Nathanael and said to him, "We have found Him of whom Moses in 
the law, and also the prophets, wrote--Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph." And 
Nathanael said to him, "Can anything good come out of Nazareth?" Philip said to 
him, "Come and see." Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward Him, and said of him, 
"Behold, an Israelite indeed, in whom is no deceit!" Nathanael said to Him, "How 
do You know me?" Jesus answered and said to him, "Before Philip called you, 
when you were under the fig tree, I saw you."Nathanael answered and said to 
Him, "Rabbi, You are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!"Jesus answered 
and said to him, "Because I said to you, 'I saw you under the fig tree,' do you 
believe? You will see greater things than these." 
 

John 1: 45-50 
 

Who is this figure Nathanael, and what did Jesus mean when he said “When you were under 
the fig tree, I saw you”? 
 
Church tradition tells us that when Herod the death of all the children of Bethlehem under 
the age of 2, all children were killed except 3. 
 
These children were 
 

1. Jesus who fled to Egypt after the Angel appeared to Joseph In a dream. 
 

2. St John the Baptist who Zachariah placed on the altar before the soldiers came and 
killed him. Of course St John the Baptist was taken from the altar by the angels to 
the wilderness where they cared for him until a voice was heard crying in the 
wilderness. 

 
3. Nathanael is the third child who is often forgotten. As tradition tells us his mum hid 

him in the fig tree behind her dwelling before the soldiers came to kill him. When 
they arrived they found evidence of a child in the house but they could not find him 
for he was hidden in the fig tree. Consequently they left leaving Nathanael alive. 
Tradition tells us that when he grew up his mother told him of this incident which he 
kept in his heart. As a result when Jesus mentioned that he saw him in the fig tree, 
he was mesmerised by it so much that he declared that Jesus was indeed the Son of 
God! 
 

My Friends our church is so engulfed in tradition, and the more we read the more the bible 
comes alive.  
 
Hope you enjoyed the read. 
 
God Bless 
 


