
Accepting Responsibility 2010 
 

1 Bishoy’s Blog on Coptic Orthodoxy 

 

In recent days I have been thinking about the issue of responsibility. Personally I believe one 

of the most important personal decisions you can make on your road to becoming a good 

Christian is to accept complete responsibility for everything you are and are currently 

experiencing, as well as everything you will ever become or experience.   

This acknowledgement has been the defining moment for many successful people 

throughout history.  Personal responsibility is the paramount trait of leadership and the 

main source of high performance in every person and in every situation.  

Let’s take a look at what it means to accept complete responsibility. 

When you blame others for anything in your life that you’re not happy about, you’re giving 
them the power to create (or destroy) your happiness.  Accepting responsibility means that 
you refuse, even if it’s from this moment on, to criticise or blame others for any reason.   

When you accept full responsibility for a situation, it means you have the power to create 
the solution.  As Christians we need to start taking credit for all of our wonderful ideas by 
taking responsibility when things go wrong. 

Reading the bible I came across many situations where people didn’t accept responsibility 
for their actions and were punished greatly for blaming others. 

1. In the story of creation, we see how Adam & Eve blame each other for eating of the 
fruit. What does the lord do? He banishes them both from the garden and you know 
the rest. 

2. In the story of Saul being asked by God to go and take vengeance against the sinful 
Amalekites, Saul disobeyed the commands of the Lord? When the prophet Samuel 
went to him and asked why the Lord wasn’t obeyed, Saul made many excuses and 
did not take responsibility for his actions or repent. What did the Lord do? Took his 
entire kingdom away from him. 

3. Pontius Pilate in sentencing Christ to death by crucifixion washes his hands and 
accepts no responsibility for his actions. What does the Lord do? According to 
Eusebius the church historian, The Lord made him suffer misfortune in the reign of 
Caligula (AD 37-41) and later committed suicide. 

I don’t think we need to go any further in showing the fate of those that did not take 
responsibility for their actions. 

Let us turn our attention to those in the Bible who took responsibility for their actions and 
what was their reward. 

1. Peter denied Christ three times before the rooster crowed. Immediately he didn’t 
make any excuses for his actions, instead he ran and wept, repenting with bitter 
tears as the bible teaches us. What does the Lord do? Peter becomes the rock of 
faith on which the church is built; he becomes a very powerful disciple converting 
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5000 in one day and 3000 with one sermon. The blessings got to such a stage that 
even his shadow healed people from bitter ailments. 

2. David Sinned greatly and was a murderer and adulterous. When Nathan came to him 
he didn’t attempt to make any excuses, yet he wept bitterly and repented from his 
ways asking forgiveness for his actions. What does the Lord do? David becomes one 
of the greatest kings of all time, powerful and mighty in all battle, leaving all 
humanity the legacy of his wonderful psalms. 

3. The almighty Samson, the strongest man in the world, sinned with Delilah who cut 
his hair. He broke the Nazarene vow and was punished from the Lord for this with 
the loss of his incredible power. It wasn’t until Samson accepted responsibility for his 
actions that the lord listened to him and returned his strength back to him. 

As you can see blessings are bestowed upon those who accept responsibility not on those 
who are cowardly enough to run away from it.  

I think it’s also appropriate to mention that accepting responsibility doesn’t mean that you 
will not be worse off. Initially accepting responsibility will bring with it many challenges and 
struggles. If we look at the above three stories while the lord blessed them greatly with 
success they all suffered for accepting responsibility. However they all took refuge in the 
power of the Lord. 

1. Peter suffered incredibly choosing to be crucified upside down as not to imitate 
Christ. 

2. David was punished by the Lord for his error. Nathan the prophet tells him the 
following; 

a. Therefore the sword shall never depart from your house, because you have 
despised Me and have taken the wife of Uriah the Hittite to be your wife 

b. I will raise up evil from your own household 
c. I will even take your wives before your eyes, and give them to your 

companion 
d. He will lay with your wives in broad daylight 

3. Samson was punished for a very long time with mockery at how he lost his power 
and eventually his power was only returned when he said that it would be the source 
of his death. 

It is obvious accepting responsibility is not easy, because it’s always easier to shift the blame 
on others. But let us be honest with ourselves, we can hide so much from others but we are 
an open book before the Lord. Let us accept responsibility and accept his blessings for doing 
so. 

True Leaders have no fear about the consequences of their errors. In admitting mistakes 
they become Leaders of the Solution! 

Bishoy Marcus 


