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Introduction to the series 

Although Sunday school is relatively a recent vocabulary in our Church, its existence is very old. 

The school of Alexandria is the most ancient of all the Christian seminaries. According to church 

history, the school of Alexandria was established by St. Mark to teach the new converts the faith 

before it became the famous theological institute. 

 

The Rite of Baptism is the Model 

From the rite of Baptism in the Coptic Church, we can identify three stages of “transformation” 

that must happen to the new converts before they are fully inaugurated as members of the body 

of Christ. The first is educational, where they get to know the Gospel and get “the Story” as told 

by the eyewitnesses, the story of Salvation as given to us in both the Old and the New 

Testament. St Luke writes: “In as much as many have taken in hand to set in order a narrative of 

those things which have been fulfilled among us, just as those who from the beginning were eye 

witnesses and ministers of the word delivered them to us, it seemed good to me also, having had 

perfect understanding of all things from the very first, to write to you an orderly account, most 

excellent Theophilus, that you may know the certainty of those things in which you were 

instructed.” The Gospel then is the right information, the good news. Whenever the Gospel is 

told, some would be moved to repentance to be “cut to the heart.” Some would be filled with 

joy and wonder and speak in tongues. Some would be filled with fear and trembling. Others 

would be mocking. No one who hears the Gospel can be indifferent.  

In this first stage, the Church anoints the “catechumens” with the sermon’s oil to guard the mind 

against all the work of the enemy. It is the work of the Holy Spirit in breaking down all high walls 

and fortified strongholds that keeps humans away from the light of the Gospel of Christ.  

The second stage is the stage of the movement of the heart, marked by the oil of Joy, “to be 

planted in the fruitful olive tree that is the Holy church of God.” The joy of Christ is what carries 

on with the Christians all their lives. No one can take that joy away from them. It is the joy of 

Knowing Christ and being in Him. The Joy that fills the heart more than oil and fat can satisfy the 

body. Our Lord becomes to -the believer in him- the food and the drink of the spirit in the 

journey through the earthly life. Before the anointment with the oil of joy, the catechumen is 

asked to make the oath. The oath is renouncing Satan and accepting Christ. The baptized here is 
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a spouse of Christ, pledging fidelity. It is verbalizing what he or she feels in the heart and knows 

in the mind. Here the Spirit brings life to the heart and satisfaction that no other can bring. 

The third stage is the consecration. It starts with the immersion in the water three times in the 

name of the Holy Trinity. In doing this, the believer is born again to God and becomes united 

with Christ. He or she is now a new creation, a clean vessel ready to be indwelt by the Holy 

Spirit, who should never leave, as long as, he or she lives. The next step would for the Holy Spirit 

to indwell in the Holy Chrism. 

 

Sunday School as a support and continuation of the mothers work 

When a baby is going through the rite of Baptism, the mother takes the vows for the baby. In 

doing this, the church recognizes the mother as the first and most important catechetical school. 

When the mother renounces Satan for the baby, she pledges to stand against evil work from 

manifesting itself in her children’s life. Even more importantly, she pledges to cultivate in her 

children a strong hate toward sin. When she accepts Christ, she pledges to bring her children to 

the love of Christ and all his teachings through the church. The mother does not do this alone. 

The divine plan had already included the help of the Comforter in achieving this goal. 

Seen from this perspective, the Sunday school work is complementary to the mother’s work and 

a continuation of it. 

 

The Curriculum should be Trinity-centered  

The curriculum henceforth, is a catechetical process. It starts with the Gospel as a foundation. 

Then a process of building continues through all the grades. The Sunday school program is 

fundamentally Christ centered. The religious educational process should be both by words and 

example, reaching mind and heart. It is also both a divine and human labor. In teaching Sunday 

school, as well as in the mother’s early work with children, we should acknowledge the work of 

the Holy Spirit inside the children’s heart and trust it.  

The Religious Education is a Revolving Process 

Many of the concepts that are given earlier in the curriculum are revisited later in the higher 

grades, at a higher level adding more depth and more consequence to the first message. That 

puts a lot of emphasis on the foundation, because in any building the foundation would shape 

the whole building.  
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In this work, the education is taken from the point of concepts. All the stories of the Gospel and 

of the saints are means to serve this goal. So stories are grouped according to the concept they 

serve. Later on, the same stories are revisited to further develop the same concept. We can 

envision this as a mountain with a circular road that goes around it in a spiral fashion until you 

reach the top. But there is no “top” to this endeavor.  

The first five years in this curriculum are the most fundamental in the formation of the child 
dogmatically, liturgically, morally and spiritually.  “Train up a child in the way he should go, and 
when he is old he will not depart from it.” Proverbs 22:6 

 

This work is not meant to replace the work of the servants, but to augment it and support it by 

giving them a clearer, overall view of their task and of all the side points that can distract that 

work.  The main ingredients in our spiritual life are Christ and the Holy Spirit, the two arms of 

God the Father by which He gathers all humanity to Himself. Likewise in this curriculum, the love 

of Christ through the Church and the work of the Holy Spirit inside the human heart and in the 

Church as the body of Christ are heavily highlighted.  By doing this we can understand that every 

single letter and word written in these years has one goal in mind: the salvation of the souls of 

the students and the teachers. Since there is no salvation possible outside the Church as the 

“Ark of Noah,” this work is seen and written from the perspective of the Church. This work is not 

meant to be a system of believes nor a detailed description of our life of orthodoxy, rather, it is 

an attempt to organize and put in order scattered themes and ideas. it is not meant to be the 

only way of teaching Sunday school, but a guide on how to undertake that enormous task “And 

who is sufficient for these things?” The subjects chosen for the curriculum are the most common 

and much needed for our times. 

It should be noted that in this series, the education and spiritual advancement of the teachers 

themselves are kept as a primary target. The Sunday school head servant should make every effort 

to educate the class servants on the purpose and goal of the curriculum in each step, a task that 

can be broken into a meeting before they start each of the units. The parents of the students should 

also be involved in the process. Servants should solicit their cooperation and understanding of 

their role in the spiritual, moral and faith formation of their children. 

How to Use this Book 

The book has three sections. The first section deals with the overall picture and contains 

information related to the whole process. The second section contains the material of the grade 

that the book serves. The third section contains helpful material that would be useful to the 

teachers during their work through the lessons.  
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The second section includes lessons that are grouped into units. All the units fall under one 

subject, which is explained in an introduction and which ties all the units together.  

The units are each made up of several lessons. Each lesson brings out the unit topic from a 

different perspective. When teaching the lessons, the servant should bear in mind that the 

lesson and the story are told from the perspective of the purpose of the unit. For example, the 

story of the flood can be told from many different angles. If it is told from the perspective of 

God’s power, the storyteller would stress the size of the event. But if the storyteller tells the 

story from the point of Noah’s faith, the emphasis would be on the size of the ark and how long 

it took him to build it as showing obedience to God. When the story of the flood is told to 

younger children, all care should be taken not to convey an image of an angry, destructive and 

vindictive God, rather, a loving Father who cared so much about Noah’s both spiritual and 

physical survival.  

 

Lesson Structure 

Each lesson is made up of three major sections. The first deals with preparing the servants, the 

second deals with preparing the lesson, and the third section are suggested readings for the rest 

of the week. In preparing the servants, the biblical reference or the actual passage is presented, 

followed by other references usually from the church fathers, followed by a simple reflection on 

the text and is concluded a prayer from the church liturgies. The second section begins with an 

introduction to the lesson, usually a review of the previous lesson and a preparation for the 

current one, a suggested song taken from the hymns of the Coptic Church liturgies and 

psalmody. The lesson body begins with the plan and the material that is involved in executing 

the story followed by the actual story in the language of the first graders. This section is 

concluded with a review questions and a verse to remember. 

We ask the intercessions of St. Mary the Holy Theotokos, St. Mark the Evangelist, and all the 

saints to make this work useful and profitable to both the teachers and the children who are 

involved in the great process of religious education and spiritual formation. 
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Classroom setup and Rules 

Classroom Setup: 

The classroom should be uncluttered, well ventilated and well lit. Colors should be bright and 

cheering. Since the first grade children are more interested in doing things with their hands 

more than listening or watching ( it is also known that children retain most by doing, less by 

watching and least by listening), it is better to have their classroom organized as work stations. 

Each station is made of a circular or a square table with children sitting around.  It should have 

closets and craft boxes. The classroom should have a white dry eraser board and if possible a 

projector and screen at one end of the room.   

 

Classroom rules: 

 The rules should be clear, simple, and easy to remember: 

 Raise your hand if you need to talk, move, or use the restrooms.  

 Close your eyes, stand and don not move During prayers,. 

 Share materials with your brothers and sisters during the lesson. 

 Help in keeping the class neat and clean ( keep five minutes at the end, for colleting and 

storing)  

 Do your homework. 

 

Progress Charts: 

Make behavioral charts in class with stickers to encourage the children desirable behaviors. 

Attendance charts also should be posted on “progress wall”. Reward children’s good behaviors 

at the end of each unit. 

 

Discipline: 

Discipline the children after a one-time warning. It is like a traffic light. As long as they are in 

their”good behavior”, the teacher is encouraging by words and gestures (green). On the first sign 
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of disruptive or inappropriate behavior, the teacher should sound a stern warning (yellow). If the 

behavior is continued (red), an action should be taken. The first action would be removal of the 

behavior sticker from the behavior chart. If it continues or repeated in the same class, the child 

gets five minutes time out with another servant. There should be a minimum number of stickers 

per unit to receive the behavior reward. The rewards for behavior should be simple and not 

expensive. For that reason, each class should have more than one teacher. 

 

Hyperactive Children: 

If we have a hyperactive child or a child with a special need, there is a need to assign a dedicated 

servant. The servants of a class with a hyperactive child should have some education about 

hyperactive children, and they should have a plan of action at the beginning of the class year.  
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Themes and subjects of Grades 1-5 

 

 

 

 

 

 Theme Faith Scriptures Church Virtues Spiritual Life 

1st Grade 
God Reveals 

Himself to Us 
The Trinity Gospel Baptism 

Obedience & 
Sharing 

Prayer & 
The Word of God 

2nd Grade 

Christ Gives us 
the Right to 

Become Children 
of God 

Christ 
The Patriarchs: 

Abraham  
Eucharist 

The 10 
Commandments  

Offering 

3rd Grade 

God Gave us 
reconciliation 

and eternal life in 
Christ 

Salvation 
The Patriarchs: 

Jacob 

Confession  
&  

Liturgy  

Forgiveness 
Social Justice 

Repentance 
Introduction to 

Agpeya 

4th Grade 

God  
in  

our midst  

 

The Church 
The Patriarchs: 

Joseph 
The visible 

Church 
Relations with 

Others 
The Agpeya 

5th Grade 

God Called Us to 
Be Holy 

 

Sanctification 
Moses and 

Exodus 
 

Christian way of 
life 

Sanctity of the 
body 

Fasting and 
Giving 



11 

 

+ 

Characteristics of Fourth Grade Student 

Every child’s development is unique. Although children develop through a generally predictable 
sequence of milestones, we cannot say exactly when a child will reach each and every stage. 
Every child has his or her own timetable. The characteristics below are offered only as a 
reference to give you a better understanding of your child. Feel free to contact your pediatrician 
and/or your child’s school if you have any questions. 

 

THE NINE -YEAR-OLD 

Physical Development 

 Girls generally ahead of boys in physical maturity  
 Improve coordination and reaction time  
 May have poor posture; lots of physical habitual movements; fingers in hair, slouching, 

picking at nails  
 Stomach aches, headaches, leg pains common  
 High energy, often playing to the point of fatigue  
 Inconsistent appetite and sleep patterns 

Social and Emotional Development 

 Enjoy being a member of a club  
 Increased interest in competitive sports  
 Learning to take responsibility for his/her own actions  
 Begin to see parents and authority figures as fallible human beings; sees adult 

inconsistencies and imperfections  
 Peer conformity in dressing is important  
 May begin to be interested in the opposite sex  
 Self-aware  
 Concerned about being right or wrong, being fair; may complain about fairness issues  
 Have great need to be in a group, but are also individualistic  
 Need to be in control of some choices  
 May become deeply attached to a best friend  
 Can be sullen and moody  
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Intellectual Development 

 Concrete Operations Stage of Thinking is solidified for most children, they can reason 
logically and organize thoughts coherently.  However, most thinking is done about 
actual physical objects.  They cannot handle abstract thinking very well unless 
abstractions are related to something they have directly experienced.  Even if they can 
make abstractions, they still learn best through active, concrete experiences  

 Showing signs of being more responsible, inner directed, an independent worker  
 Appreciate being trusted  
 Interested in many different types of reading:  fictional stories, magazines, how-to 

project books, and non-fiction informational books  
 May develop special interest in collections or hobbies  
 Better able to understand concepts  
 Are becoming much less egocentric and are able to understand the perspectives of 

others; better understanding the concept of “audience” when writing  
 Less interested in fantasy; more involved in the real world  
 May have problems with increased homework demands  
 Age of negatives:  “I can’t,” “boring”  
 May be less imaginative than at earlier grades 

THE TEN -YEAR-OLD 

Physical Development 

 Girls are generally ahead of boys in physical maturity; onset of puberty for some girls  
 Increase body strength and hand dexterity  
 Large muscle development is advanced  
 Handwriting often sloppier than at nine  
 Have improved coordination and reaction time  
 Desperately need outdoor time and physical challenge  
 Complaints like stomach aches, headaches, leg pain, etc. usually less than at nine  
 Snacks and rest periods helpful for growing bodies  
 Appetite fluctuates but is generally good  

Social and Emotional Development 

  Fairness issues peak and can be solved  
 Like clubs, activities, sports  
 Humor is broad, labored, and usually not funny to adults  
 May discuss contemporaries in terms of capabilities; his reading or his math  
 Usually direct, matter fact, clear-cut  
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 Generally easygoing, content, friendly, and balanced  
 Usually less anxious, exacting, and demanding than at nine  
 Talkative; likes to tell stories about something they have seen, heard, or read about; can 

talk something  “into the ground”  
 May belittle or defy adult authority, but are closer to their families then at many other 

levels  
 Enjoy both family and peers  
 Developing more mature sense of right and wrong, good at solving social issues  
 Often interested in caring for animals, boys and girls may be interested in horses, but 

girls are especially interested  
 Shrug off responsibility; can usually toss off criticisms and bad grades  
 Likes and dislikes are described in very specific terms  
 Note passing, sometimes about the opposite sex  

Intellectual Development 

 Can be voracious readers  
 Expressive, talkative, like to explain  
 Cooperative, competitive and inquisitive  
 Classification and collections of interest; like to organize  
 Able to concentrate, read for extended periods  
 Good problem solvers  
 Like to complete a task but doesn’t usually wish to enlarge or elaborate on it;  wish to try  

   everything  
 Interest span is short  
 Have a stricter ethical sense than most other ages  
 Very concerned about fairness  
 Generally love to memorize, but don’t generalize or correlate facts, or care what to do 

with  
  the knowledge  

 Often enjoy “place” geography--names of states, capitals, but vague about actual 
geographic  
characteristics  

 Not able to plan own work, need schedules  
 Better able to see the perspectives of others  
 Most interested in concrete learning experiences and learning of specifics  
 Like to talk and listen more than work 

Reference: "GCISD - Curriculum Guides and Developmental Characteristics." 2002. Grapevine-Colleyville ISD. 7 Dec. 2007 . 
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The Year Calendar 

September: 

 Prepare for Parent’s Meeting 

 Feast of Nayrouz 

 Feast of the Cross 

March: 

 Great Lent 

October: 

 All Saints Day 

April: 

 Holy Week and Holy Resurrection 
(could come in May) 

November: 

 Prepare for Unit II 

 Advent 

 Thanksgiving 

May: 

 Feast of St. Mark 

 Prepare for Unit VI 

December: 

 Kiahk  

 Prepare for Unit III 

 Prepare for the Feast of Holy 
Nativity  

June: 

 Holy Ascension  

 Apostles’ Fast 

 Pentecost 

 Prepare for Unit VI 

January: 

 Holy Nativity 

 Holy Theophany 

July: 

 Feast of the Apostles 

February: 

 Jonah’s Fast 

 Prepare for Unit II 

 

August 

 St. Mary’s Fast and Feast  

 Prepare for Unit I 
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Schedule of Servants and Lessons: September to February 

 

  

# Date Lesson Servant 
 SEPTEMBER/ Unit      Lesson  

 SEPTEMBER / Unit      Lesson  

 SEPTEMBER / Unit      Lesson  

 SEPTEMBER / Unit      Lesson  

 OCTOBER/ Unit      Lesson  

 OCTOBER / Unit      Lesson  

 OCTOBER / Unit      Lesson  

 OCTOBER / Unit      Lesson  

 NOVEMBER/ Unit      Lesson  

 NOVEMBER / Unit      Lesson  

 NOVEMBER / Unit      Lesson  

 NOVEMBER / Unit      Lesson  

 DECEMBER / Unit      Lesson  

 DECEMBER / Unit      Lesson  

 DECEMBER / Unit      Lesson  

 DECEMBER / Unit      Lesson  

 JANUARY / Unit      Lesson  

 JANUARY / Unit      Lesson  

 JANUARY / Unit      Lesson  

 JANUARY / Unit      Lesson  

 FEBRUARY / Unit      Lesson  

 FEBRUARY / Unit      Lesson  

 FEBRUARY / Unit      Lesson  

 FEBRUARY / Unit      Lesson  
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Schedule of Servants and Lessons: March to August  

 

# Date Lesson Servant 

 MARCH/ Unit      Lesson  

 MARCH/ Unit      Lesson  

 MARCH/ Unit      Lesson  

 MARCH/ Unit      Lesson  

 APRIL/ Unit      Lesson  

 APRIL/ Unit      Lesson  

 APRIL/ Unit      Lesson  

 APRIL/ Unit      Lesson  

 MAY/ Unit      Lesson  

 MAY/ Unit      Lesson  

 MAY/ Unit      Lesson  

 MAY/ Unit      Lesson  

 JUNE / Unit      Lesson  

 JUNE / Unit      Lesson  

 JUNE / Unit      Lesson  

 JUNE / Unit      Lesson  

 JULY / Unit      Lesson  

 JULY / Unit      Lesson  

 JULY / Unit      Lesson  

 JULY / Unit      Lesson  

 AUGUST / Unit      Lesson  

 AUGUST / Unit      Lesson  

 AUGUST / Unit      Lesson  

 AUGUST / Unit      Lesson  
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Theological and Spiritual Background:  
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Second Section 

Core Materials
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+  

The Fourth Grade Curriculum 

 

Fourth Grade 

God in our Midst  

In this grade the focus is on the Church, the mystery of priesthood: what it means to father 

God’s people. The apostolic succession and the roots of the church in Old Testament are 

explored. Few examples from the lives of the Coptic Patriarchs are examined. 

UNIT 1: GOD FATHERS HIS FAMILY ON EARTH – THROUGH HIS SON (4 LESSONS) 

1. Lesson 1: Our Lord cared for His disciples: 

2. Lesson 2: Our Lord Jesus Christ called disciples to help Him in caring for His 

people. 

3.  Lesson 3: Our Lord Jesus Christ offer forgiveness. Our Lord Jesus Christ has the 

power to forgive sins  

4. Lesson 4: Unit Review  

 

UNIT 2: OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST CONTINUES HIS WORK THROUGH THE CHURCH, IN THE 

MYSTERY OF PRIESTHOOD:  (5 LESSONS) 

The purpose of this unit: is to teach the role of the priests and bishops in the New 

Testament. The meaning of forgiveness of sins, and the link to the Eucharist are 

highlighted. (5 lessons) 

5. Lesson 1: Our Lord Jesus Christ calls some of us to father his children.  

6. Lesson 2: Priests are stewards and shepherds 

7. Lesson 3: Our Lord Jesus Christ continues to give new disciples the power to 

forgive through the mysteries of Confession and the Eucharist.  

8. Lesson 4: The clothing of the bishop the priest and the deacons 

9. Lesson 5: Review Unit 
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UNIT 3:  THE OLD TESTAMENT FATHERS OF GOD’S FAMILY,  THE PATRIARCH JOSEPH FEEDS & 

FORGIVES THE FAMILY (6 LESSONS) 

10. Lesson 1: Joseph and Jacob 

11. Lesson 2: Joseph is called to Egypt 

12. Lesson 3: Joseph interprets dreams in prison  

13. Lesson 4: Joseph receives his brothers 2 times 

14. Lesson 5: The Coming of Jacob Family to Egypt: 

15. Lesson 6: Unit Review 

 

 

UNIT 4: WE LOVE OUR CHURCH, THE HOUSE OF GOD: (5 LESSONS) 

16. Lesson 1: The Church building: God is our Savior 

17. Lesson 2: Our windows into heaven: The Icons, Iconostasis, candles and incense: 

18. Lesson 3: We celebrate: The Day of the Lord and The Church's' calendar 

19. Lesson 4: We have common prayers: the Agpeya and the praises 

20. Lesson 5: Unit Review 

 

UNIT 5: STORIES OF SOME OF THE COPTIC PATRIARCHS AND BISHOPS (8 LESSONS) 

Purpose: To expose the fourth grade orthodox believers to their un-interrupted line of saintly 

patriarchs and Bishops. To highlight God's work in the church through them 

21. Lesson 1: Story of St. Mark the founder of the coptic church our family of faith  

22. Lesson 2: Story of St. Peter the Seal of Martyrs  sacrificed for the faith  

23. Lesson 3: Story of St. Athanasius. Fought for the faith  

24. Lesson 4: Story of Pope Petros El Gawli and the Holy Light 

25. Lesson 5: Story of Pope Abram and the moving of the mountain 

26. Lesson 6: Story of St. pope Kyrilloss  the sixth: Life of Prayer  

27. Lesson 7: Story of St Abram bishop of Fayome.  

28. Lesson 8: Unit Review 
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UNIT 6:  GOD NOURISHES AND SAVES HIS PEOPLE IN THE CHURCH BY HIS WORD 

(SALVATION) ( 4 LESSONS) 

Purpose: In this unit, the students explore the church's treasure house (the Word of God 

in its two forms; the written and "the Word made flesh." We are nourished daily by the 

written Word and healed and restored to life by the sacraments. How we encounter 

Christ (the Word made flesh) through the mysteries of the church. In Baptism: we are 

buried with Him and rise with Him we are one with Him. We become children of God. In 

Chrismation we become a temple of the Holy Spirit. In confession, Christ gives us His 

forgiveness. In the Eucharist He gave us eternal life. In Unction of the sick, we receive the 

healing touch of Christ. In Marriage we receive His power of unity and strength of 

service. In priesthood a person receives the power to love and care as our Lord,  and we 

– through the priest- receive His fatherly love. How in the mysteries we turn our faith 

into actions. 

 

 

29. Lesson 1: We are nourished by the written Word of God and by the Holy Spirit 

30. Lesson 2: The living Word of God: parable of the sower and the seed 

31. Lesson 3: The Word made flesh: Christ offer Himself in the Mysteries of the 

Church 

32. Lesson 4: Unit Review  

 

UNIT 8: PSALMS FOR LIFE: THE AGPEYA (6 LESSONS) 

“Seven times a day I praise You, because of Your righteous judgments” Psalm 119:164 

Note for Servants: It is a good time to reflect on the book of Psalms and on the wisdom 

of the Church, guided by the Holy Spirit, in putting this assortment of Psalms in each of 

the hours. Notice that all apostolic traditional churches have the prayer of the hours 

made out of the psalms. It is a good time to get the kids started on praying with the 

Agpeya and have their own Agpeyas and follow up with them on prayer every week. It is 

good to give them a spiritual log. Included in the spiritual log is self examination- to sit 

with ourselves every day at sunset and examine if what we did that day was pleasing to 

God or not 

33. Lesson 1: Explaining the Agpeya 

34. Lesson 2: The First Hour 

35. Lesson 3: The Third Hour, the Sixth hour, and the Ninth Hour  

36. Lesson 4: The Eleventh Hour and the Twelfth Hour 
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37. Lesson 5: Midnight Hours 

38. Lesson 6: Unit Review 

 

 

UNIT V: SEASONAL AND ACTIVITY LESSONS. (12 LESSONS) 

 

39. The feast of Nyrouz 

40. The feast of the Holy Cross:  

41. The month of Kiahk 

42. The Holy Nativity 

43. The Holy Theophany 

44. The Holy  Lent 

45. The Holy week of Pascha 

46. The Holy Resurrection 

47. The Holy Ascension and Pentecost 

48. The fast and feast of the holy apostles 

49. The feast of the Holy Theotokos  
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FOURTH GRADE CURRICULUM:  

 

God in our Midst 

 

UNIT 1: GOD FATHERS HIS FAMILY ON EARTH – THROUGH HIS SON  

Purpose:  

 

1. Lesson 1: Our Lord Cared for His Disciples 

2. Lesson 2: Our Lord Jesus Christ called disciples to help Him in caring for His people 

3. Lesson 3: Our Lord Jesus Christ offer forgiveness. Our Lord Jesus Christ has the 

power to forgive sins because He paid the price of our sin 

4. Lesson 4: Review 
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UNIT 1:  GOD FATHERS HIS FAMILY ON EARTH – THROUGH HIS SON 

Purpose:   

1. LESSON 1: OUR LORD CARED FOR HIS DISCIPLES 

 

SERVANT PREPARATION: 

VERSE & REFERENCES:   

John 21:1-19 

After these things Jesus showed Himself again to the disciples at the Sea of Tiberias, and in this 

way He showed Himself: 2Simon Peter, Thomas called the Twin, Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, the 

sons of Zebedee, and two others of His disciples were together. 3Simon Peter said to them, "I am 

going fishing." They said to him, "We are going with you also." They went out and immediately 

got into the boat, and that night they caught nothing. 4But when the morning had now come, 

Jesus stood on the shore; yet the disciples did not know that it was Jesus. 5Then Jesus said to 

them, "Children, have you any food?" They answered Him, "No." 6And He said to them, "Cast the 

net on the right side of the boat, and you will find some." So they cast, and now they were not 

able to draw it in because of the multitude of fish. 7Therefore that disciple whom Jesus loved said 

to Peter, "It is the Lord!" Now when Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, he put on his outer 

garment (for he had removed it), and plunged into the sea. 8But the other disciples came in the 

little boat (for they were not far from land, but about two hundred cubits), dragging the net with 

fish. 9Then, as soon as they had come to land, they saw a fire of coals there, and fish laid on it, 

and bread. 10Jesus said to them, "Bring some of the fish which you have just caught." 11Simon 

Peter went up and dragged the net to land, full of large fish, one hundred and fifty-three; and 

although there were so many, the net was not broken. 12Jesus said to them, "Come and eat 

breakfast." Yet none of the disciples dared ask Him, "Who are You?"--knowing that it was the 

Lord. 13Jesus then came and took the bread and gave it to them, and likewise the fish. 14This is 

now the third time Jesus showed Himself to His disciples after He was raised from the dead. 

15So when they had eaten breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, "Simon, son of Jonah, do you love 

Me more than these?" He said to Him, "Yes, Lord; You know that I love You." He said to him, 

"Feed My lambs." 16He said to him again a second time, "Simon, son of Jonah, do you love Me?" 

He said to Him, "Yes, Lord; You know that I love You." He said to him, "Tend My sheep." 17He said 

to him the third time, "Simon, son of Jonah, do you love Me?" Peter was grieved because He said 

to him the third time, "Do you love Me?" And he said to Him, "Lord, You know all things; You 

know that I love You." Jesus said to him, "Feed My sheep. 18Most assuredly, I say to you, when 
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you were younger, you girded yourself and walked where you wished; but when you are old, you 

will stretch out your hands, and another will gird you and carry you where you do not wish." 

19This He spoke, signifying by what death he would glorify God. And when He had spoken this, He 

said to him, "Follow Me." 

 

CHURCH FATHERS: 

 

REFLECTION:   

  

 

PRAYER:  

 

 

LESSON PREPARATION: 

SONG:    

 

VOCABULARY:    

Peter, James, John 

INTRODUCTION 

When our Lord Jesus Christ was on earth, He was the most loving, the most caring, the most 

patient and kind, and the most powerful Man that anyone had ever seen or known before. And 

even though He was all of these great and mighty things, He was also very available. What does 

that mean, if someone is available to you? It means that they always have time for you, they are 

there for you. Our Lord never left His disciples for 3 and a half entire years, He was with them all 



27 

 

the time and always. He ate with them, He went places with them, He went to their homes and 

spent time with their families.  

By this, He showed us the love of the heavenly Father, that the heavenly Father is most loving, 

kind, caring, powerful, and available. Everything that our Lord Jesus Christ is, God the heavenly 

Father is.  

LESSON BODY: 

Let us look more closely at how our Lord Jesus Christ loved and cared for His disciples. As you 

hear this story, be looking for all the instances where our Lord showed love and care and power 

to His disciples. After we finish the story, I will ask you what you noticed.  

After our Lord had been crucified and after He resurrected from the dead (but before He 

ascended – went up – to Heaven), He was showing Himself to His disciples at different times. 

One of these times happened like this: Peter and James and John and some of the other 

disciples were together. Peter said to them, “I am going fishing.” They said to him, “We are going 

with you also.” They went out in their boat and that whole night they caught nothing. 

(Fishermen would fish at night). But when the morning had now come, Jesus stood on the shore; 

yet the disciples did not know that it was Jesus. (They could not recognize Him in the same way 

that they were used to Him after He resurrected). Jesus said to them, "Children, have you any 

food?" They answered Him, "No." And He said to them, "Cast the net on the right side of the 

boat, and you will find some." So they cast, and now they were not able to draw it in because of 

the multitude of fish. At the Lord’s word, they were able to catch a great amount of fish! Now, 

notice, who would call people, “Children”? It would be a Father who would say that word.  

Now after they had caught all those fish, St. John realized who the Man standing on the shore 

was – He realized it must be Jesus! So he said to Peter, very joyfully and excited, “It is the Lord!" 

Now when Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, he put on his outer garment (for he had 

removed it), and plunged into the sea. It seems that he was in a great hurry to get to his Lord But 

the other disciples came in the little boat (for they were not far from land), dragging the net with 

fish. Then, as soon as they had come to land, they saw a fire of coals there, and fish laid on it, 

and bread. (Our Lord had prepared this for them). Jesus said to them, "Bring some of the fish 

which you have just caught." Simon Peter went up and dragged the net to land, full of large fish, 

one hundred and fifty-three; and although there were so many, the net was not broken. Jesus 

said to them, "Come and eat breakfast." Jesus then came and took the bread and gave it to 

them, and likewise the fish. (He served them breakfast.) 
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Now you need to remember something about St. Peter in order to understand the next part of 

the story. What was the last thing that St. Peter had done to the Lord? What did he do when our 

Lord was being beaten up and was suffering before His crucifixion? He had betrayed Him! So 

how do you think St. Peter felt about this sin? He felt very sorrowful and ashamed and sad about 

it. Actually, it says in the Bible that he had gone out and cried very bitterly after he had done 

this. So our very good Lord, knowing this about St. Peter and knowing that he would need to 

know that he was forgiven and to be encouraged, asked him three times if he loved Him – 3 

times for each of the 3 times he denied Him. And our Lord also gave him back his job, his 

position in the church of taking care of the flock of Christ. Listen to how our Lord did this very 

gently and kindly: When they had eaten breakfast, Jesus said to Peter, "Simon (this was Peter’s 

other name), son of Jonah, do you love Me more than these?" He said to Him, "Yes, Lord; You 

know that I love You." He said to him, "Feed My lambs." He said to him again a second time, 

"Simon, son of Jonah, do you love Me?" He said to Him, "Yes, Lord; You know that I love You." 

He said to him, "Tend My sheep." He said to him the third time, "Simon, son of Jonah, do you 

love Me?" Peter was grieved because He said to him the third time, "Do you love Me?" And he 

said to Him, "Lord, You know all things; You know that I love You." Jesus said to him, "Feed My 

sheep… And when He had spoken this, He said to him, "Follow Me."  

 

Now, who found examples of how our Lord took care and loved the disciples from this part of 

the Bible? [Let the kids share what they found. Answers should include:  

1. Christ fed them by providing them with all the fish and by making them breakfast 

2. Christ forgave them (by forgiving St. Peter) 

3. Christ instructed them and told them what to do – “feed My sheep”  

4. This is a difficult one that they may need help getting from the story – He protects them by 

putting Himself before them. In His words, “follow Me” – this is what that signifies. He is not 

sending the disciples out alone. He goes before them and puts Himself before them. ]  

Another example to provide about protection – how when our Lord was being arrested in 

the garden, He told those coming to arrest Him to let the disciples go and to take Him.  

 

Our Lord Jesus Christ cared very much for His disciples and showed them His care in everything 

He did for them when they were together. And when He had to leave them, He told them that 

He was not going to leave them orphans but would send them the Holy Spirit to be with them 

and guide them, like He had done when He was with them.  

When our Lord Jesus Christ was on earth, He was the most loving, the most caring, the most 

patient and kind, and the most powerful Man that anyone had ever seen or known before. And 

even though He was all of these great and mighty things, He was also very available. What does 
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that mean, if someone is available to you? It means that they always have time for you, they are 

there for you. Our Lord never left His disciples for 3 and a half entire years, He was with them all 

the time and always. He ate with them, He went places with them, He went to their homes and 

spent time with their families.  

By this, He showed us the love of the heavenly Father, that the heavenly Father is most loving, 

kind, caring, powerful, and available. Everything that our Lord Jesus Christ is, God the heavenly 

Father is. 

 

PLAN AND MATERIALS:  

 Idea:  

 Scrap book building  

  

 Coloring:  

 

CONCLUSION 

REVIEW QUESTIONS: 

Q: What did our Lord Jesus Christ call His disciples that shows that He is a Father? 

A: Children  

Q: The Lord asked St. Peter if he loved Him and once he said yes, He asked them to do what? 

A: To feed His lambs, to tend His sheep and to follow Him 

Q: Name 2 examples of our Lord taking care of and loving His disciples from this part of the Bible 

which we just spoke about. 

A: 

1. Christ fed them by providing them with all the fish and by making them breakfast 

2. Christ forgave them (by forgiving St. Peter) 

3. Christ instructed them and told them what to do – “feed My sheep”  
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4. This is a difficult one that they may need help getting from the story – He protects them by 

putting Himself before them. In His words, “follow Me” – this is what that signifies. He is not 

sending the disciples out alone. He goes before them and puts Himself before them. ]  

Another example to provide about protection – how when our Lord was being arrested in 

the garden, He told those coming to arrest Him to let the disciples go and to take Him.  

Q: What did the Lord Jesus Christ send His disciples once He went to heaven so that they 

wouldn’t be alone? 

A: The Holy Spirit 

VERSE TO REMEMBER: 
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UNIT 1:  GOD FATHERS HIS FAMILY ON EARTH – THROUGH HIS SON 

Purpose:   

2. LESSON 2: OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST CALLED DISCIPLES TO HELP HIM IN CARING 

FOR HIS PEOPLE 

 

SERVANT PREPARATION: 

VERSE & REFERENCES:   

Matthew 4:18-22 (Also see Mark 1:16-20) 
18And Jesus, walking by the Sea of Galilee, saw two brothers, Simon called Peter, and Andrew his 
brother, casting a net into the sea; for they were fishermen. 19Then He said to them, "Follow Me, 
and I will make you fishers of men." They immediately left their nets and followed Him. 21Going 
on from there, He saw two other brothers, James the son of Zebedee, and John his brother, in the 
boat with Zebedee their father, mending their nets. He called them, 22and immediately they left 
the boat and their father, and followed Him. 

 

Mark 1:16-20 

16And as He walked by the Sea of Galilee, He saw Simon and Andrew his brother casting a net 
into the sea; for they were fishermen. 17Then Jesus said to them, "Follow Me, and I will make 
you become fishers of men." 18They immediately left their nets and followed Him. 19When He 
had gone a little farther from there, He saw James the son of Zebedee, and John his brother, who 
also were in the boat mending their nets. 20And immediately He called them, and they left their 
father Zebedee in the boat with the hired servants, and went after Him. 

 

Luke 5:1-11 

So it was, as the multitude pressed about Him to hear the word of God, that He stood by the Lake 
of Gennesaret, 2and saw two boats standing by the lake; but the fishermen had gone from them 
and were washing their nets. 3Then He got into one of the boats, which was Simon's, and asked 
him to put out a little from the land. And He sat down and taught the multitudes from the boat. 
4When He had stopped speaking, He said to Simon, "Launch out into the deep and let down your 
nets for a catch." 5But Simon answered and said to Him, "Master, we have toiled all night and 
caught nothing; nevertheless at Your word I will let down the net." 6And when they had done 
this, they caught a great number of fish, and their net was breaking. 7So they signaled to their 
partners in the other boat to come and help them. And they came and filled both the boats, so 
that they began to sink. 8When Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus' knees, saying, "Depart 
from me, for I am a sinful man, O Lord!" 9For he and all who were with him were astonished at 
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the catch of fish which they had taken; 10and so also were James and John, the sons of Zebedee, 
who were partners with Simon. And Jesus said to Simon, "Do not be afraid. From now on you will 
catch men." 11So when they had brought their boats to land, they forsook all and followed Him. 

 

Mathew 9:9-13 
9As Jesus passed on from there, He saw a man named Matthew sitting at the tax office. And He 
said to him, "Follow Me." So he arose and followed Him. 10Now it happened, as Jesus sat at the 
table in the house, that behold, many tax collectors and sinners came and sat down with Him 
and His disciples. 11And when the Pharisees saw it, they said to His disciples, "Why does your 
Teacher eat with tax collectors and sinners?" 12When Jesus heard that, He said to them, "Those 
who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick. 13But go and learn what this 
means: "I desire mercy and not sacrifice.' For I did not come to call the righteous, but sinners, to 
repentance." 

 

CHURCH FATHERS: 

 

REFLECTION:   

  

 

PRAYER:  

 

LESSON PREPARATION: 

SONG:    

Fishers of Men 

VOCABULARY:    

Sea of Galilee, Peter, Andrew, James, John, Matthew 

INTRODUCTION 
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When Our Lord Jesus Christ was here on earth, people became very attracted to Him very 

quickly because of His goodness, kindness, and love. They could see in Him that there was 

something very different, something very wonderful. They had never before seen anyone like 

Him – the way He spoke left people wanting to hear more, the things He did were amazing and 

miraculous, and the way He Himself simply was, was very impressive. This was to the extent that 

all He said one day to 4 grown men were the words, “Follow Me” and immediately they got up, 

left their jobs, their families, everything, and followed Him. They knew Him, they had seen Him 

and the things that He did, and they wanted to be with Him.  

 

LESSON BODY 

Why did He ask those men to follow Him? Why did He call them? Because He had a very 

important job for them to do – to make them disciples. Last week we saw how our Lord Jesus 

Christ cared for, loved, protected, forgave, instructed, and fed His disciples. He cared for them as 

a Father and showed us the love and power of our Heavenly Father at the same time. Part of His 

job here was to teach other men how to become His helpers, how to do the things that He did, 

how to love the people and care for them as fathers in the way that He did. He worked to make 

fathers for His church that would help Him take care of His flock. This is why He called the 

disciples.  

How did this happen? Let us look and see: Jesus, walking by the Sea of Galilee, saw two 

brothers, Simon called Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea; for they were 

fishermen. Then He said to them, "Follow Me, and I will make you fishers of men." They 

immediately left their nets and followed Him. Going on from there, He saw two other brothers, 

James the son of Zebedee, and John his brother, in the boat with Zebedee their father, mending 

their nets. He called them, and immediately they left the boat and their father, and followed 

Him.  

These are the 4 men we mentioned a few minutes ago who left everything quickly when He 

called. What did our Lord mean that He would make them fishers of men? [let the kids give their 

thoughts first]. Their regular job was fishing – they worked hard to catch fish in the sea. But now, 

our Lord wanted to change their job to teach them how to catch people and lead them to the 

Kingdom of Heaven. They wouldn’t be able to catch them in the same way that they caught fish 

– by using a hook and some fish food! They would need to learn how to be loving and caring, to 

show people the love and kindness of God, and to tell them all the things that God had done for 

them, and to take care of them. These 4 men – Peter, Andrew, James and John – became 

disciples of our Lord. That was the job of the disciples – to help our Lord in caring for His people.  
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Our Lord went on to call more disciples as well. As He was walking, He saw a man named 

Matthew sitting at the tax office. And He said to him, "Follow Me." So he arose and followed 

Him. Same thing! Except Matthew’s job was not a fisherman. What was he? [Tax collector]. And 

he left his place and went and followed Christ.  

Today, the same thing still happens. Does anyone know what a priest does before he is called to 

become a priest? Is he born a priest? He has any regular job! Then he is called out of his regular 

job to help Christ care for His people – to help Him father the people. It is the same with 

bishops.  

When our Lord Jesus Christ calls someone, that person is very eager to please Him and to follow 

Him. Even though they have no idea what will happen in the future or what it will be like. That 

person is simply happy following in his Lord.  

 

 

PLAN AND MATERIALS:  

 Idea:  

 Scrap book building  

  

 Coloring:  

 

CONCLUSION 

REVIEW QUESTIONS: 

Q: What were some of our Lord’s qualities that made people very attracted to Him very quickly? 

A: His goodness, kindness, love, something was very different, something was very wonderful 

about Him 

Q: What important job did Jesus Christ have for the people whom He asked to follow Him? 

A: To make them His disciples 

Q: Name 3 of the disciples which were mentioned in today’s lesson? 
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A: Peter, Andrew, James, John, Matthew 

Q: What are the 2 words which Christ says to people which makes them leave everything to 

serve Him? 

A: Follow me 

Q: How can we apply those 2 words, follow Me, to our lives? 

A: We need to follow Him 

 

VERSE TO REMEMBER: 
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UNIT 1:  GOD FATHERS HIS FAMILY ON EARTH – THROUGH HIS SON 

Purpose:   

3. LESSON 3: OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST OFFERS FORGIVENESS.  OUR LORD JESUS 

CHRIST HAS THE POWER TO FORGIVE SINS BECAUSE HE PAID THE PRICE OF OUR SIN 

 

SERVANT PREPARATION: 

VERSE & REFERENCES:   

Matthew 9:1-8 

So He got into a boat, crossed over, and came to His own city. 2Then behold, they brought to Him 
a paralytic lying on a bed. When Jesus saw their faith, He said to the paralytic, "Son, be of good 
cheer; your sins are forgiven you." 3And at once some of the scribes said within themselves, "This 
Man blasphemes!" 4But Jesus, knowing their thoughts, said, "Why do you think evil in your 
hearts? 5For which is easier, to say, "Your sins are forgiven you,' or to say, "Arise and walk'? 6But 
that you may know that the Son of Man has power on earth to forgive sins"--then He said to the 
paralytic, "Arise, take up your bed, and go to your house." 7And he arose and departed to his 
house. 8Now when the multitudes saw it, they marveled and glorified God, who had given such 
power to men. 

 

Luke 5:17-26 

17Now it happened on a certain day, as He was teaching, that there were Pharisees and teachers 
of the law sitting by, who had come out of every town of Galilee, Judea, and Jerusalem. And the 
power of the Lord was present to heal them. 18Then behold, men brought on a bed a man who 
was paralyzed, whom they sought to bring in and lay before Him. 19And when they could not 
find how they might bring him in, because of the crowd, they went up on the housetop and let 
him down with his bed through the tiling into the midst before Jesus. 20When He saw their faith, 
He said to him, "Man, your sins are forgiven you." 21And the scribes and the Pharisees began to 
reason, saying, "Who is this who speaks blasphemies? Who can forgive sins but God alone?" 
22But when Jesus perceived their thoughts, He answered and said to them, "Why are you 
reasoning in your hearts? 23Which is easier, to say, "Your sins are forgiven you,' or to say, "Rise 
up and walk'? 24But that you may know that the Son of Man has power on earth to forgive sins" 
- He said to the man who was paralyzed, "I say to you, arise, take up your bed, and go to your 
house." 25Immediately he rose up before them, took up what he had been lying on, and departed 
to his own house, glorifying God. 26And they were all amazed, and they glorified God and were 
filled with fear, saying, "We have seen strange things today!" 
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Luke 7:36-50 
36Then one of the Pharisees asked Him to eat with him. And He went to the Pharisee's house, 
and sat down to eat. 37And behold, a woman in the city who was a sinner, when she knew that 
Jesus sat at the table in the Pharisee's house brought an alabaster flask of fragrant oil, 38and 
stood at His feet behind Him weeping; and she began to wash His feet with her tears, and wiped 
them with the hair of her head; and she kissed His feet and anointed them with the fragrant oil. 
39Now when the Pharisee who had invited Him saw this, he spoke to himself, saying, "This Man, 
if He were a prophet, would know who and what manner of woman this is who is touching Him, 
for she is a sinner." 40And Jesus answered and said to him, "Simon, I have something to say to 
you." So he said, "Teacher, say it." 41"There was a certain creditor who had two debtors. One 
owed five hundred denarii, and the other fifty. 42And when they had nothing with which to 
repay, he freely forgave them both. Tell Me, therefore, which of them will love him more?" 
43Simon answered and said, "I suppose the one whom he forgave more." And He said to him, 
"You have rightly judged." 44Then He turned to the woman and said to Simon, "Do you see this 
woman? I entered your house; you gave Me no water for My feet, but she has washed My feet 
with her tears and wiped them with the hair of her head. 45You gave Me no kiss, but this woman 
has not ceased to kiss My feet since the time I came in. 46You did not anoint My head with oil, 
but this woman has anointed My feet with fragrant oil.47Therefore I say to you, her sins, which 
are many, are forgiven, for she loved much. But to whom little is forgiven, the same loves 
little."48Then He said to her, "Your sins are forgiven." 49And those who sat at the table with Him 
began to say to themselves, "Who is this who even forgives sins?" 50Then He said to the woman, 
"Your faith has saved you. Go in peace." 

 

John 20:19-23 

19Then, the same day at evening, being the first day of the week, when the doors were shut 
where the disciples were assembled, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood in the midst, and 
said to them, "Peace be with you." 20When He had said this, He showed them His hands and His 
side. Then the disciples were glad when they saw the Lord. 21So Jesus said to them again, "Peace 
to you! As the Father has sent Me, I also send you." 22And when He had said this, He breathed 
on them, and said to them, "Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If you forgive the sins of any, they are 
forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained." 

 

CHURCH FATHERS: 

 

REFLECTION:   
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PRAYER:  

 

 

LESSON PREPARATION: 

SONG:    

 

VOCABULARY:    

Lame, Paralyzed 

INTRODUCTION 

Our Lord Jesus Christ is the only One in the universe who can offer us forgiveness for our sins. 

When He was on the earth, He was forgiving peoples’ sins all the time. Why? How could He do 

this? And why is He the only One who can? I want you to think about this question as we are 

going through the lesson and then we will find an answer at the end.  

 

LESSON BODY: 

There was a man who was lame, he could not walk. Another word for this is paralyzed. Now this 

man’s friends had heard about our Lord Jesus Christ and they wanted to bring this man to our 

Lord so that He could heal him. So when they heard that He was in a place nearby, they carried 

their friend and brought him to the Lord. But when they arrived there, they found that they 

could not get in to Jesus because it was very crowded. They were not going to give up. They had 

a very strong faith in our Lord and knew that He could heal their friend. So they did something 

very surprising. They went up on the roof of the house and lowered their friend down, through 

the tiling, on his bed in front of Christ. When our Lord saw their faith, He said to him (the 

paralyzed man), "Man, your sins are forgiven you.” And He also healed him. There are two 

points here – that Christ said to him first that his sins were forgiven. And the faith of his friends. 
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Our Lord made a point to forgive the man’s sins, instead of simply healing him. Keep this in 

mind.  

Now let us think about the faith of the friends for a moment. [Have the kids do the ACT along 

with scripts: get 4 kids to carry the smallest kids in the class to understand what the 4 people 

went through to bring the paralytic to Christ. It was a lot of work. It expressed their faith. Faith 

involves an action. Faith is not just expressed in words.] 

After the students have finished acting out this scene, ask them, do you think faith is something 

that can just be announced, “I have faith in Christ.” Does just saying this show faith? Think about 

what the 4 friends did. Did they just stand around and tell their friend, yes we have faith that 

Christ will heal you? No – they did something, they acted. They actually went through very hard 

work, just like you noticed; it is not easy to carry a grown man. So what do we learn from this? 

Our faith involves action. We believe in Christ, so we do something in response.  

 

Does anyone have an answer yet for why Christ is able to forgive our sins? Something that we 

did not mention about this story is that as soon as our Lord told the paralyzed man his sins were 

forgiven him, the Jews and the Pharisees standing around were extremely shocked that He was 

able to say that. They thought to themselves that it is only God that can forgive sins, how could 

this Man?!  

 

Let us look at another person in the Bible, whom Christ forgave: [Tell the story very carefully and 

slowly, and make sure the students understand every part. If they are confused about 

something, explain it to them]. 

One of the Pharisees asked Him to eat with him. And He went to the Pharisee's house, and sat 

down to eat. And behold, a woman in the city who was a sinner, when she knew that Jesus sat at 

the table in the Pharisee's house brought a flask of fragrant oil, and stood at His feet behind Him 

weeping; and she began to wash His feet with her tears, and wiped them with the hair of her 

head; and she kissed His feet and anointed them with the fragrant oil. Now when the Pharisee 

who had invited Him saw this, he spoke to himself, saying, "This Man, if He were a prophet, 

would know who and what manner of woman this is who is touching Him, for she is a sinner." 

And Jesus answered and said to him, "Simon, I have something to say to you." So he said, 

"Teacher, say it." "There was a certain creditor who had two debtors. One owed five hundred 

denarii, and the other fifty. And when they had nothing with which to repay, he freely forgave 

them both. Tell Me, therefore, which of them will love him more?" Simon answered and said, "I 

suppose the one whom he forgave more." And He said to him, "You have rightly judged." 

[Explain that Christ was saying that the person who has been forgiven more sins, will love Him 
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more]. Then He turned to the woman and said to Simon, "Do you see this woman? I entered 

your house; you gave Me no water for My feet, but she has washed My feet with her tears and 

wiped them with the hair of her head. You gave Me no kiss, but this woman has not ceased to 

kiss My feet since the time I came in. You did not anoint My head with oil, but this woman has 

anointed My feet with fragrant oil. Therefore I say to you, her sins, which are many, are forgiven, 

for she loved much. But to whom little is forgiven, the same loves little."Then He said to her, 

"Your sins are forgiven." And those who sat at the table with Him began to say to themselves, 

"Who is this who even forgives sins?" Then He said to the woman, "Your faith has saved you. Go 

in peace." 

What do we see from this story? Again, that our Lord was able to forgive her sins and how 

surprised the others sitting with Him were. Clearly, our Lord has the power to forgive sins.  

 

Ok, let us finally answer this question: why can our Lord Jesus Christ forgive sins? Because He 

suffered and paid the price of our sin. If somebody goes to the store and buys a sweatshirt, for 

example, he has paid the price of the sweatshirt and it is now his. Christ paid the price for our 

sins – but this price was obviously not in money, but in His blood, His life – and He did this so 

that He could forgive us, make our sins go away. He suffered for us when He was innocent. We 

sinned and deserved to be punished and He carried our punishment so He would be the one to 

grant us forgiveness.  

And He gave His disciples to forgive sins through the Holy Spirit, After His resurrection:  

Jesus came and stood in the midst, and said to them, "Peace be with you." When He had said 

this, He showed them His hands and His side. Then the disciples were glad when they saw the 

Lord. So Jesus said to them again, "Peace to you! As the Father has sent Me, I also send you." 

And when He had said this, He breathed on them, and said to them, "Receive the Holy Spirit. If 

you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are 

retained." (John 20:19-23) 

On that night He gave them peace with the forgiveness of sins.  

We, too, receive peace when we are forgiven.  

He showed them the hands and the side, the places of the nails and the spear, the price He paid 

for our forgiveness. 

Likewise the disciples transmitted this power to their disciples and so to our current Pope and 

bishops, who give it to the priests. 

  

 

PLAN AND MATERIALS:  
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 Idea:  

 Scrap book building  

  

 Coloring:  

 

CONCLUSION 

REVIEW QUESTIONS: 

Q: Who is the only One in the universe who can offer us forgiveness for our sins? 

A: Jesus Christ 

Q: What does faith involve? 

A: Action 

Q: Why can our Lord Jesus Christ forgive sins? 

A: Because He suffered and paid the price of our sin 

Q: What was the price He paid? 

A: His blood, His life.  He suffered for us when He was innocent. 

Q: To whom did our Lord Jesus Christ grant to forgive sins after His resurrection? 

A: His disciples, who in turn passed it on to their disciples, all the way down to our pope who 

gave it to the abounas  

VERSE TO REMEMBER: 
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UNIT 1:  GOD FATHERS HIS FAMILY ON EARTH – THROUGH HIS SON 

Purpose:   

4. LESSON 4, REVIEW: GOD FATHERS HIS FAMILY ON EARTH – THROUGH HIS SON 

 

SERVANT PREPARATION: 

VERSE & REFERENCES:   

 

CHURCH FATHERS: 

 

REFLECTION:   

  

 

PRAYER:  

 

 

LESSON PREPARATION: 

SONG:    

 

VOCABULARY:    

 

INTRODUCTION 
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LESSON BODY: 

1. Our Lord cared for His disciples:  

- He showed us the love of the heavenly Father (kind, powerful, caring, and 

available)  

- He was a loving father who spent 3 and a half years with His disciples; He ate 

with them and went places with them 

- John 21: our Lord fed the disciples, forgave them, instructed them, protected 

them 

- He puts Himself before the sheep  

2. Our Lord Jesus Christ called disciples to help Him in caring for His people: 

- The calling of the disciples to be “fishers of men” (Peter, Andrew, James, 

John). 

- The disciples left their nets and everything and followed Christ 

- Matthew was a tax collector who left his place and went and followed Christ 

- Today priests and bishops are called out of their regular jobs to help Christ 

care for His people, “father the people” 

3. Our Lord Jesus Christ offer forgiveness. Our Lord Jesus Christ has the power to forgive 

sins because He paid the price of our sin: 

- The lame man who was presented to Christ by 4 was forgiven first  

- Faith involves action; the four friends of the lame man represented their faith 

that Christ was able to heal their friend by bringing their friend to Christ. (It 

was hard work). 

- The sinful woman (Luke 7:36-50) who was forgiven 

- The Jews were very astonished that a Man can forgive sins 

- Our Lord has the ability to forgive because He suffered for us when He was 

innocent. We sinned and deserved to be punished and He carried our 

punishment so He would be the one to grant us forgiveness. He paid the price 

for our sins.  

- He gave His disciples to forgive through the Holy Spirit, after His resurrection 

(John 20:19-23). On that night He gave them peace with the forgiveness of 

sins.  

- We, too, receive peace when we are forgiven. He showed them the hands and 

the side, the places of the nails and the spear, the price He paid for our 

forgiveness. 
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- Likewise the disciples transmitted this power to their disciples and so to our 

current Pope and bishops, who give it to the priests. 

 

PLAN AND MATERIALS:  

 Idea:  

 Scrap book building  

  

 Coloring:  

 

CONCLUSION 

REVIEW QUESTIONS: 

Q: How did our Lord care for His disciples? 

A: He showed them the love of the heavenly Father, fed them, forgave them, instructed them, 

protected them, put Himself before the sheep 

Q: Name 3 of the 5 disciples? 

A: Peter, Andrew, James, John, Matthew 

Q: Why does our Lord have the power to forgive sins? 

A: Because He paid the price of our sin 

Q: How did He pay for the price of our sin? 

A: He died for us on the cross 

VERSE TO REMEMBER: 
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FOURTH GRADE CURRICULUM:  

 

God in our Midst 

 

UNIT 2: OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST CONTINUES HIS WORK THROUGH THE CHURCH, IN THE 

MYSTERY OF PRIESTHOOD  

Purpose: To teach the role of the priests and bishops in the New Testament. The meaning of 

forgiveness of sins, and the link to the Eucharist are highlighted 

 

1. Lesson 1: Our Lord Jesus Christ calls some of us to Father His Children 
2. Lesson 2: Priests are Stewards and Shepherds  

3. Lesson 3: Our Lord Jesus Christ continues to give new disciples the power to 

forgive through the mysteries of Confession and the Eucharist 

4. Lesson 4: The Clothing of the Bishop, Priest, and Deacon 

5. Lesson 5: Review  
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UNIT 2:  OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST CONTINUES HIS WORK THROUGH THE CHURCH, IN THE 

MYSTERY OF PRIESTHOOD 

Purpose: To teach the role of the priests and bishops in the New Testament. The meaning of 
forgiveness of sins, and the link to the Eucharist are highlighted.   

1. LESSON 1: OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST CALLS SOME OF US TO FATHER HIS CHILDREN 

 

SERVANT PREPARATION: 

VERSE & REFERENCES:  

 

Exodus 2:11-25 

11Now it came to pass in those days, when Moses was grown, that he went out to his brethren 
and looked at their burdens. And he saw an Egyptian beating a Hebrew, one of his brethren. 12So 
he looked this way and that way, and when he saw no one, he killed the Egyptian and hid him in 
the sand. 13And when he went out the second day, behold, two Hebrew men were fighting, and 
he said to the one who did the wrong, "Why are you striking your companion?" 14Then he said, 
"Who made you a prince and a judge over us? Do you intend to kill me as you killed the 
Egyptian?" So Moses feared and said, "Surely this thing is known!" 15When Pharaoh heard of this 
matter, he sought to kill Moses. But Moses fled from the face of Pharaoh and dwelt in the land of 
Midian; and he sat down by a well. 16Now the priest of Midian had seven daughters. And they 
came and drew water, and they filled the troughs to water their father's flock. 17Then the 
shepherds came and drove them away; but Moses stood up and helped them, and watered their 
flock. 18When they came to Reuel their father, he said, "How is it that you have come so soon 
today?" 19And they said, "An Egyptian delivered us from the hand of the shepherds, and he also 
drew enough water for us and watered the flock." 20So he said to his daughters, "And where is 
he? Why is it that you have left the man? Call him, that he may eat bread." 21Then Moses was 
content to live with the man, and he gave Zipporah his daughter to Moses. 22And she bore him a 
son. He called his name Gershom, for he said, "I have been a stranger in a foreign land." 23Now it 
happened in the process of time that the king of Egypt died. Then the children of Israel groaned 
because of the bondage, and they cried out; and their cry came up to God because of the 
bondage. 24So God heard their groaning, and God remembered His covenant with Abraham, with 
Isaac, and with Jacob. 25And God looked upon the children of Israel, and God acknowledged 
them. 

Exodus 3:1-22 
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Now Moses was tending the flock of Jethro his father-inlaw, the priest of Midian. And he led the 
flock to the back of the desert, and came to Horeb, the mountain of God. 2And the Angel of the 
LORD appeared to him in a flame of fire from the midst of a bush. So he looked, and behold, the 
bush was burning with fire, but the bush was not consumed. 3Then Moses said, "I will now turn 
aside and see this great sight, why the bush does not burn." 4So when the LORD saw that he 
turned aside to look, God called to him from the midst of the bush and said, "Moses, Moses!" 
And he said, "Here I am." 5Then He said, "Do not draw near this place. Take your sandals off your 
feet, for the place where you stand is holy ground." 6Moreover He said, "I am the God of your 
father-- the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob." And Moses hid his face, 
for he was afraid to look upon God. 7And the LORD said: "I have surely seen the oppression of My 
people who are in Egypt, and have heard their cry because of their taskmasters, for I know their 
sorrows. 8So I have come down to deliver them out of the hand of the Egyptians, and to bring 
them up from that land to a good and large land, to a land flowing with milk and honey, to the 
place of the Canaanites and the Hittites and the Amorites and the Perizzites and the Hivites and 
the Jebusites. 9Now therefore, behold, the cry of the children of Israel has come to Me, and I have 
also seen the oppression with which the Egyptians oppress them. 10Come now, therefore, and I 
will send you to Pharaoh that you may bring My people, the children of Israel, out of Egypt." 
11But Moses said to God, "Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh, and that I should bring the 
children of Israel out of Egypt?" 12So He said, "I will certainly be with you. And this shall be a sign 
to you that I have sent you: When you have brought the people out of Egypt, you shall serve God 
on this mountain." 13Then Moses said to God, "Indeed, when I come to the children of Israel and 
say to them, "The God of your fathers has sent me to you,' and they say to me, "What is His 
name?' what shall I say to them?" 14And God said to Moses, "I AM WHO I AM." And He said, 
"Thus you shall say to the children of Israel, "I AM has sent me to you.'" 15Moreover God said to 
Moses, "Thus you shall say to the children of Israel: "The LORD God of your fathers, the God of 
Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has sent me to you. This is My name forever, 
and this is My memorial to all generations.' 16Go and gather the elders of Israel together, and say 
to them, "The LORD God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, of Isaac, and of Jacob, appeared to 
me, saying, "I have surely visited you and seen what is done to you in Egypt; 17and I have said I 
will bring you up out of the affliction of Egypt to the land of the Canaanites and the Hittites and 
the Amorites and the Perizzites and the Hivites and the Jebusites, to a land flowing with milk and 
honey."' 18Then they will heed your voice; and you shall come, you and the elders of Israel, to the 
king of Egypt; and you shall say to him, "The LORD God of the Hebrews has met with us; and now, 
please, let us go three days' journey into the wilderness, that we may sacrifice to the LORD our 
God.' 19But I am sure that the king of Egypt will not let you go, no, not even by a mighty hand. 
20So I will stretch out My hand and strike Egypt with all My wonders which I will do in its midst; 
and after that he will let you go. 21And I will give this people favor in the sight of the Egyptians; 
and it shall be, when you go, that you shall not go empty-handed. 22But every woman shall ask of 
her neighbor, namely, of her who dwells near her house, articles of silver, articles of gold, and 
clothing; and you shall put them on your sons and on your daughters. So you shall plunder the 
Egyptians." 

Exodus 4:1-17 
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Then Moses answered and said, "But suppose they will not believe me or listen to my voice; 
suppose they say, "The LORD has not appeared to you.'" 2So the LORD said to him, "What is that in 
your hand?" He said, "A rod." 3And He said, "Cast it on the ground." So he cast it on the ground, 
and it became a serpent; and Moses fled from it. 4Then the LORD said to Moses, "Reach out your 
hand and take it by the tail" (and he reached out his hand and caught it, and it became a rod in 
his hand), 5"that they may believe that the LORD God of their fathers, the God of Abraham, the 
God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has appeared to you." 6Furthermore the LORD said to him, 
"Now put your hand in your bosom." And he put his hand in his bosom, and when he took it out, 
behold, his hand was leprous, like snow. 7And He said, "Put your hand in your bosom again." So 
he put his hand in his bosom again, and drew it out of his bosom, and behold, it was restored like 
his other flesh. 8"Then it will be, if they do not believe you, nor heed the message of the first sign, 
that they may believe the message of the latter sign. 9And it shall be, if they do not believe even 
these two signs, or listen to your voice, that you shall take water from the river and pour it on the 
dry land. The water which you take from the river will become blood on the dry land." 10Then 
Moses said to the LORD, "O my Lord, I am not eloquent, neither before nor since You have spoken 
to Your servant; but I am slow of speech and slow of tongue." 11So the LORD said to him, "Who has 
made man's mouth? Or who makes the mute, the deaf, the seeing, or the blind? Have not I, the 
LORD? 12Now therefore, go, and I will be with your mouth and teach you what you shall say." 
13But he said, "O my Lord, please send by the hand of whomever else You may send." 14So the 
anger of the LORD was kindled against Moses, and He said: "Is not Aaron the Levite your brother? 
I know that he can speak well. And look, he is also coming out to meet you. When he sees you, he 
will be glad in his heart. 15Now you shall speak to him and put the words in his mouth. And I will 
be with your mouth and with his mouth, and I will teach you what you shall do. 16So he shall be 
your spokesman to the people. And he himself shall be as a mouth for you, and you shall be to 
him as God. 17And you shall take this rod in your hand, with which you shall do the signs." 
 

Acts 7:22-34 

22And Moses was learned in all the wisdom of the Egyptians, and was mighty in words and deeds. 
23"Now when he was forty years old, it came into his heart to visit his brethren, the children of 
Israel. 24And seeing one of them suffer wrong, he defended and avenged him who was 
oppressed, and struck down the Egyptian. 25For he supposed that his brethren would have 
understood that God would deliver them by his hand, but they did not understand. 26And the next 
day he appeared to two of them as they were fighting, and tried to reconcile them, saying, "Men, 
you are brethren; why do you wrong one another?' 27But he who did his neighbor wrong pushed 
him away, saying, "Who made you a ruler and a judge over us? 28Do you want to kill me as you 
did the Egyptian yesterday?' 29Then, at this saying, Moses fled and became a dweller in the land 
of Midian, where he had two sons. 30"And when forty years had passed, an Angel of the Lord 
appeared to him in a flame of fire in a bush, in the wilderness of Mount Sinai. 31When Moses saw 
it, he marveled at the sight; and as he drew near to observe, the voice of the Lord came to him, 
32saying, "I am the God of your fathers--the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of 
Jacob.' And Moses trembled and dared not look. 33"Then the LORD said to him, "Take your sandals 
off your feet, for the place where you stand is holy ground. 34I have surely seen the oppression of 
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My people who are in Egypt; I have heard their groaning and have come down to deliver them. 
And now come, I will send you to Egypt."' 

  

CHURCH FATHERS: 

 

REFLECTION:   

  

 

PRAYER:  

 

LESSON PREPARATION: 

SONG:    

 

VOCABULARY:    

Bishop, Monk, Formation 

INTRODUCTION 

What do we know about Moses? [Let the kids share what they know about how he led the 

Israelites out of Egypt]. Before Moses was called to the very important task of leading the 

Israelites out of Egypt, he was actually doing something else that was equally important, but was 

done almost in secret: he was spending time alone with our Lord in the desert, dedicated to 

prayer. He spent many years like this, without anyone knowing or thinking that he was someone 

important; he was almost forgotten by everyone. And he did not even think that he was ever 

going back to Egypt. In fact, he was resistant to go back when God called him.  

Keep this history about Moses in your mind, because in a little bit we are going to see how there 

are people who are still like him living today.  



50 

 

 

LESSON BODY: 

In the last unit, we learned about how our Lord Jesus Christ called the disciples and took them 

out of their work in the world to separate them for the work of fathering His people. [Ask the 

students to recite the names of the disciples they learned about last unit and the jobs they left: 

Peter, Andrew, James, John, Matthew; fishermen and tax collector].  

We also talked about how this still happens today, with priests and bishops. They are called by 

God to father His people – to pray for the forgiveness of their sins, to love them and care for 

them, to protect them, to guide them, to help them.  

 

Now something to keep in mind is that this call from God to serve in the priesthood is both a call 

from the outside and the inside. Persons who are called to serve God in priesthood would feel 

great love to do so in their hearts. That is the inside call. The outside call is when they are asked 

by the church to do so.  

 

Has anyone ever seen or met a bishop? [let the kids share their experiences]. Does anybody 

know what a bishop is before he becomes a bishop? He is a monk. The call to become a bishop 

comes second to a call to be a monk. A person would be living the life of a monk, which was like 

the life that Moses lived for a while before he led the Israelites out of Egypt: in the desert, 

praying. As Moses dedicated a long time in the desert, in prayer, before God called him to lead 

the people out of Egypt, in the same way, a monk has dedicated his life to prayer, before he is 

called to become a bishop and lead the people of God. Also to spend time with Jesus alone, 

learning from Him like the disciples spent 3 and a half years with our Lord before they were sent 

to their apostolic mission. (Not every monk becomes a bishop – only some. But we are talking 

today about those monks who are called to become bishops). Also, as Moses did not think that 

he would be going back to Egypt to lead the people out, and in fact he was resistant to go back 

when God called him, likewise almost all monks have a tendency to resist the calling to become 

a bishop. Some of them would run away from it. Sometimes ordaining a bishop or patriarch, 

they would have to be tied and dragged! They are afraid that the power and the authority they 

would have would corrupt them and distract them from serving God. These are the leaders of 

the Church; they need preparation and enough time to build their connection with the Lord, 

their knowledge of the Scripture and the Church, so they can become internally strong. Think of 

the rock that takes time to form under pressure and heat so it can hold heavy buildings.  
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The priests, on the other side, are usually a deacon in the church who loves the church and they 

desire to dedicate their lives to serve God in the world; they are not called by the Spirit into the 

desert. So they get married (almost all of them) and have families. Yet, they go for shorter 

period of time (than the bishops) to the desert – 40 days – to consecrate the beginning of their 

priestly service to God. This is like what our Lord did. He went to the desert and fasted for forty 

days at the beginning of His earthly ministry (which was His work of healing the people, 

preaching, forgiving sins, being crucified and resurrecting). Priests also fast during the 40 days of 

their stay in the monastery before they start their services.  

 

You might wonder why it takes such a long time for a person to become a priest or a bishop. This 

time that the person spends before beginning that life is spent in formation. Formation is the 

process of shaping the inside of the person. There are 4 ways the person becomes formed: 

1.  Faith formation (how do we think of God),  

2. The Liturgical formation (to learn about the Church),  

3. The Moral formation (or conscience formation, and how we discern and practice God’s 

will),  

4. The Spiritual formation (to be like God and have union with God).   

 

The priest spends the 40 days in the monastery before he begins his service in formation; 

likewise, the bishop spends his years as a monk in formation. And actually all of us Christians are 

being formed in these ways as we grow, because we are all servants of God and followers of 

Christ.  

 

Our Lord Jesus Christ calls some of us to father His children as priests and bishops, to continue 

His own work of fathering the children of God.  

[Possible activity: have the students write a letter to a bishop, containing questions they have 

about his journey to become a bishop. Or, they can choose to write a letter to a priest with their 

questions.] 

PLAN AND MATERIALS:  

 Idea:  

 Scrap book building  

  

 Coloring:  

 



52 

 

CONCLUSION 

REVIEW QUESTIONS: 

Q: The call from God to serve in the priesthood is a call that comes from where? 

A: Outside and inside 

Q: What is a bishop before he becomes a bishop? 

A: A monk 

Q: How long does a priest go to the desert for when he is first ordained? 

A: 40 days 

Q: Name 2 of the ways a person becomes formed? 

A: 1. Faith formation (how do we think of God),  

2. The Liturgical formation (to learn about the Church),  

3. The Moral formation (or conscience formation, and how we discern and practice God’s 

will),  

4. The Spiritual formation (to be like God and have union with God).   

 

VERSE TO REMEMBER: 
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UNIT 2: OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST CONTINUES HIS WORK THROUGH THE CHURCH, IN THE 

MYSTERY OF PRIESTHOOD   

Purpose: To teach the role of the priests and bishops in the New Testament. The meaning of 
forgiveness of sins, and the link to the Eucharist are highlighted.   

2. LESSON 2: PRIESTS ARE STEWARDS AND SHEPHERDS 

 

SERVANT PREPARATION: 

VERSE & REFERENCES:   

 

1 Peter 2:9-10 

9But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His own special people, that 

you may proclaim the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His marvelous light; 

10who once were not a people but are now the people of God, who had not obtained mercy but 

now have obtained mercy. 

CHURCH FATHERS: 

 

REFLECTION:   

  

 

PRAYER:  

 

 

LESSON PREPARATION: 

SONG:    
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VOCABULARY:    

Common Priesthood, Ordained Priesthood, Sacrament, Sacraments of Initiation, Sacraments 

of Service, Sacraments of Healing, Clergy, Apostle, Delegate 

INTRODUCTION 

Review previous lesson: priests and bishops are called out of their lives to father God’s people. 

Priesthood is Christ’s way of continuing His priestly work.  

LESSON BODY: 

Remember how we said last week that we are actually all called to serve God and are all being 

formed on the inside to become His servants? That is because there is something called 

common priesthood that we all share. We are all priests, in a certain way, because we offer 

sacrifices to God of prayers as well as other offerings (when we offer things to the church for 

example). Actually the wedding gowns include priestly vestments as well as crowns. The priestly 

vestments are because the husband and wife take responsibility of their life as stewards of God 

to bless and sanctify (as priests) the world; the crowns are because they also take the 

responsibility of their life to serve (as kings) the world. Because who wears a crown? A king and 

queen. And kings and queens serve those entrusted to them.  

Before the wedding, they were a prince and princess in training in their family homes, where 

they learn from godly parents how to take up their royal priesthood.  

Now, this is different from the Ordained Priesthood – what the abounas are. This is a type of 

priesthood that belongs only to those who have been ordained. It is only the ordained priests 

that give communion, take our confessions, baptize new Christians.  

Ordained priesthood is one of the seven sacraments of the Church. The sacraments are where 

we meet Christ today, and they can be divided into three groups:  

1. Sacraments of Initiation: Baptism, Myron, Eucharist  

2. Sacraments of Service: Myron Priesthood and Matrimony 

3. Sacraments of Healing: Confession and Unction of the Sick  
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The ordained priests are called clergy; we need them and they need strength to continue 

Christ’s work. We pray for the clergy that God may give them strength. They are stewards and 

shepherds. A steward is someone who has been entrusted with something – God has entrusted 

them to look after His people. And God’s people are very precious and important to Him. The 

priests are also shepherds who take care of the flock and go after the lost sheep.  

 

There is a difference between the role of the priest and the role of the bishop. A bishop has the 

full capacity of an apostle of Christ (the apostles were the 12 who were always with Him and 

who we call disciples sometimes. There were also others who were called apostles, such as St. 

Paul). Where the bishop is, there the church will be. The priest is a delegate of the bishop – 

someone the bishop sends. There are certain jobs that only a bishop can do and there are other 

jobs that both bishops and priests can do (like take confessions, give communion). A bishop can 

ordain priests, but a priest cannot ordain another priest. A bishop can lay hands to give the Holy 

Spirit; a priest needs the permission of the bishop, through the Myron in baptism for example. A 

bishop can consecrate an altar, a priest cannot.  

 

We pray for the priests and bishops that God may give them strength and we also thank God 

that He has given them for us, to take care of us and shepherd us.  

PLAN AND MATERIALS:  

 Idea:  

 Scrap book building  

  

 Coloring:  

 

CONCLUSION 

REVIEW QUESTIONS: 

Q: What kind of priests are the abounas?  

A: Ordained priests 

Q: Name 2 things ordained priests can do that common priests cannot do. 
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A: give communion, take confession, baptize new Christians 

Q: Name 2 of the 3 groups of sacraments. 

A: Sacraments of Initiation, Sacraments of Service, Sacraments of Healing 

Q: Who are stewards and shepherds? 

A: Ordained priests; members of the clergy 

Q: What does a bishop have the full capacity of? 

A: An apostle of Christ 

VERSE TO REMEMBER: 
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UNIT 2:  OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST CONTINUES HIS WORK THROUGH THE CHURCH, IN THE 

MYSTERY OF PRIESTHOOD 

Purpose: To teach the role of the priests and bishops in the New Testament. The meaning of 
forgiveness of sins, and the link to the Eucharist are highlighted.    

3. LESSON 3: OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST CONTINUES TO GIVE NEW DISCIPLES THE 

POWER TO FORGIVE THROUGH THE MYSTERIES OF CONFESSION AND THE EUCHARIST 

 

SERVANT PREPARATION: 

VERSE & REFERENCES:   

 

CHURCH FATHERS: 

 

REFLECTION:   

  

 

PRAYER:  

 

LESSON PREPARATION: 

SONG:    

 

VOCABULARY:    

Enthroned bishop, General bishop  
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INTRODUCTION 

Show pictures of from the ordination ceremony of our church priests (on the church website) 

 

LESSON BODY: 

Priests:  

- Explain how a priest is ordained 

- Stress the process of dressing during the ceremony.  

- Highlight the confession of the priest during the ordination.  

- Recite the commandments given to the priest.  

- A priest cannot get married after his ordination, because he is a father to all the women 

and girls in the church.  

 

Bishops: 

- Show pictures and explain how the bishop is ordained 

- Highlight how the new bishop receives the staff, “bronze serpent,” which symbolizes his 

authority 

- Explain the difference between an enthroned bishop and a general bishop who have no 

throne. Explain how an enthroned bishop is enthroned. To become a bishop on a throne 

means you cannot leave your place; it is a commitment like marriage. (make sure the kids 

know that the bishops are not married because they were and continue to be monks) 

 

PLAN AND MATERIALS:  

 Idea:  

 Scrap book building  

  

 Coloring:  

 

CONCLUSION 
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REVIEW QUESTIONS: 

Q: Can a priest get married after his ordination? 

A: No 

Q: Why can’t a priest get married after his ordination? 

A: because he is a father to all the women and girls in the church 

Q: What is the staff of a bishop called?  What does the staff of a bishop represent? 

A: The bronze serpent; it symbolizes his authority 

Q: Is a bishop married? 

A: No because they were and continue to be monks 

VERSE TO REMEMBER: 
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UNIT 2:  OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST CONTINUES HIS WORK THROUGH THE CHURCH, IN THE 

MYSTERY OF PRIESTHOOD 

Purpose: To teach the role of the priests and bishops in the New Testament. The meaning of 
forgiveness of sins, and the link to the Eucharist are highlighted.  
   

4. LESSON 4: THE CLOTHING OF THE BISHOP, THE PRIEST, AND THE DEACONS 

 

SERVANT PREPARATION: 

VERSE & REFERENCES:   

 

Acts 6:1-15 

Now in those days, when the number of the disciples was multiplying, there arose a complaint 
against the Hebrews by the Hellenists, because their widows were neglected in the daily 
distribution. 2Then the twelve summoned the multitude of the disciples and said, "It is not 
desirable that we should leave the word of God and serve tables. 3Therefore, brethren, seek out 
from among you seven men of good reputation, full of the Holy Spirit and wisdom, whom we 
may appoint over this business; 4but we will give ourselves continually to prayer and to the 
ministry of the word." 5And the saying pleased the whole multitude. And they chose Stephen, a 
man full of faith and the Holy Spirit, and Philip, Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and 
Nicolas, a proselyte from Antioch, 6whom they set before the apostles; and when they had 
prayed, they laid hands on them. 7Then the word of God spread, and the number of the disciples 
multiplied greatly in Jerusalem, and a great many of the priests were obedient to the faith. 8And 
Stephen, full of faith and power, did great wonders and signs among the people. 9Then there 
arose some from what is called the Synagogue of the Freedmen (Cyrenians, Alexandrians, and 
those from Cilicia and Asia), disputing with Stephen. 10And they were not able to resist the 
wisdom and the Spirit by which he spoke. 11Then they secretly induced men to say, "We have 
heard him speak blasphemous words against Moses and God." 12And they stirred up the people, 
the elders, and the scribes; and they came upon him, seized him, and brought him to the council. 
13They also set up false witnesses who said, "This man does not cease to speak blasphemous 
words against this holy place and the law; 14for we have heard him say that this Jesus of 
Nazareth will destroy this place and change the customs which Moses delivered to us." 15And all 
who sat in the council, looking steadfastly at him, saw his face as the face of an angel. 
 

Acts 7:1-60 

Then the high priest said, "Are these things so?" 2And he said, "Brethren and fathers, listen: The 
God of glory appeared to our father Abraham when he was in Mesopotamia, before he dwelt in 



61 

 

Haran, 3and said to him, "Get out of your country and from your relatives, and come to a land 
that I will show you.' 4Then he came out of the land of the Chaldeans and dwelt in Haran. And 
from there, when his father was dead, He moved him to this land in which you now dwell. 5And 
God gave him no inheritance in it, not even enough to set his foot on. But even when Abraham 
had no child, He promised to give it to him for a possession, and to his descendants after him. 
6But God spoke in this way: that his descendants would dwell in a foreign land, and that they 
would bring them into bondage and oppress them four hundred years. 7"And the nation to whom 
they will be in bondage I will judge,' said God, "and after that they shall come out and serve Me 
in this place.' 8Then He gave him the covenant of circumcision; and so Abraham begot Isaac and 
circumcised him on the eighth day; and Isaac begot Jacob, and Jacob begot the twelve 
patriarchs. 
9"And the patriarchs, becoming envious, sold Joseph into Egypt. But God was with him 10and 
delivered him out of all his troubles, and gave him favor and wisdom in the presence of Pharaoh, 
king of Egypt; and he made him governor over Egypt and all his house. 11Now a famine and great 
trouble came over all the land of Egypt and Canaan, and our fathers found no sustenance. 12But 
when Jacob heard that there was grain in Egypt, he sent out our fathers first. 13And the second 
time Joseph was made known to his brothers, and Joseph's family became known to the 
Pharaoh. 14Then Joseph sent and called his father Jacob and all his relatives to him, seventy-five 
people. 15So Jacob went down to Egypt; and he died, he and our fathers. 16And they were carried 
back to Shechem and laid in the tomb that Abraham bought for a sum of money from the sons of 
Hamor, the father of Shechem. 
17"But when the time of the promise drew near which God had sworn to Abraham, the people 
grew and multiplied in Egypt 18till another king arose who did not know Joseph. 19This man dealt 
treacherously with our people, and oppressed our forefathers, making them expose their babies, 
so that they might not live. 20At this time Moses was born, and was well pleasing to God; and he 
was brought up in his father's house for three months. 21But when he was set out, Pharaoh's 
daughter took him away and brought him up as her own son. 22And Moses was learned in all the 
wisdom of the Egyptians, and was mighty in words and deeds. 23"Now when he was forty years 
old, it came into his heart to visit his brethren, the children of Israel. 24And seeing one of them 
suffer wrong, he defended and avenged him who was oppressed, and struck down the Egyptian. 
25For he supposed that his brethren would have understood that God would deliver them by his 
hand, but they did not understand. 26And the next day he appeared to two of them as they were 
fighting, and tried to reconcile them, saying, "Men, you are brethren; why do you wrong one 
another?' 27But he who did his neighbor wrong pushed him away, saying, "Who made you a ruler 
and a judge over us? 28Do you want to kill me as you did the Egyptian yesterday?' 29Then, at this 
saying, Moses fled and became a dweller in the land of Midian, where he had two sons. 30"And 
when forty years had passed, an Angel of the Lord appeared to him in a flame of fire in a bush, in 
the wilderness of Mount Sinai. 31When Moses saw it, he marveled at the sight; and as he drew 
near to observe, the voice of the Lord came to him, 32saying, "I am the God of your fathers--the 
God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.' And Moses trembled and dared not 
look. 33"Then the LORD said to him, "Take your sandals off your feet, for the place where you stand 
is holy ground. 34I have surely seen the oppression of My people who are in Egypt; I have heard 
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their groaning and have come down to deliver them. And now come, I will send you to Egypt."' 
35"This Moses whom they rejected, saying, "Who made you a ruler and a judge?' is the one God 
sent to be a ruler and a deliverer by the hand of the Angel who appeared to him in the bush. 36He 
brought them out, after he had shown wonders and signs in the land of Egypt, and in the Red 
Sea, and in the wilderness forty years. 
37"This is that Moses who said to the children of Israel, "The LORD your God will raise up for you a 
Prophet like me from your brethren. Him you shall hear.' 38"This is he who was in the 
congregation in the wilderness with the Angel who spoke to him on Mount Sinai, and with our 
fathers, the one who received the living oracles to give to us, 39whom our fathers would not obey, 
but rejected. And in their hearts they turned back to Egypt, 40saying to Aaron, "Make us gods to 
go before us; as for this Moses who brought us out of the land of Egypt, we do not know what 
has become of him.' 41And they made a calf in those days, offered sacrifices to the idol, and 
rejoiced in the works of their own hands. 42Then God turned and gave them up to worship the 
host of heaven, as it is written in the book of the Prophets: 
"Did you offer Me slaughtered animals and sacrifices during forty years in the wilderness, O 
house of Israel? 43 You also took up the tabernacle of Moloch, And the star of your god Remphan, 
Images which you made to worship; And I will carry you away beyond Babylon.' 
44"Our fathers had the tabernacle of witness in the wilderness, as He appointed, instructing 
Moses to make it according to the pattern that he had seen, 45which our fathers, having received 
it in turn, also brought with Joshua into the land possessed by the Gentiles, whom God drove out 
before the face of our fathers until the days of David, 46who found favor before God and asked to 
find a dwelling for the God of Jacob. 47But Solomon built Him a house. 48"However, the Most High 
does not dwell in temples made with hands, as the prophet says: 49" Heaven is My throne, And 
earth is My footstool. What house will you build for Me? says the LORD, Or what is the place of 
My rest? 50 Has My hand not made all these things?' 
51"You stiff-necked and uncircumcised in heart and ears! You always resist the Holy Spirit; as your 
fathers did, so do you. 52Which of the prophets did your fathers not persecute? And they killed 
those who foretold the coming of the Just One, of whom you now have become the betrayers and 
murderers, 53who have received the law by the direction of angels and have not kept it." 54When 
they heard these things they were cut to the heart, and they gnashed at him with their teeth. 
55But he, being full of the Holy Spirit, gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus 
standing at the right hand of God, 56and said, "Look! I see the heavens opened and the Son of 
Man standing at the right hand of God!" 57Then they cried out with a loud voice, stopped their 
ears, and ran at him with one accord; 58and they cast him out of the city and stoned him. And the 
witnesses laid down their clothes at the feet of a young man named Saul. 59And they stoned 
Stephen as he was calling on God and saying, "Lord Jesus, receive my spirit." 60Then he knelt 
down and cried out with a loud voice, "Lord, do not charge them with this sin." And when he had 
said this, he fell asleep. 

 

CHURCH FATHERS: 
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REFLECTION:   

  

 

PRAYER:  

 

LESSON PREPARATION: 

SONG:    

 

VOCABULARY:    

Deacon, Deaconess 

INTRODUCTION 

Prepare pictures or actual tonyas 

 

LESSON BODY: 

- Clothing of the priest:  

- Clothing of the bishop:  

- Clothing of the deacons:  

 

- Explain the ranks of deacons: 

1. Archdeacon (head of deacons). The First Archdeacon is St. 

Stephen. Our archdeacon’s name is…  

2. Deacon- is responsible for serving the Alter. The first deacons were 

listed in the book of Acts chapter 6:5 

3. Subdeacon- helps the deacon. 
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4. Readers- the rank responsible for reading and interpreting the 

church books. 

5. Epsaltos- the singing rank of the deacon. 

 

- Deacons are the helpers of the priests and the bishops. They are like the Levites in the 

Old Testament who used to help Aaron’s family (the priests).  

- To go from one rank to another, a deacon has to spend time perfecting the current 

duties. A reader should be very clever in singing; a subdeacon should be very clever in 

reading, interpreting, and singing, etc. 

- The role of deaconesses: they help the priest and the bishop taking care of widows, 

orphans and baptism of women. They also share in singing with the Epsaltos. They can be 

responsible for teaching in Sunday school. 

 

PLAN AND MATERIALS:  

 Idea:  

 Scrap book building  

  

 Coloring:  

 

CONCLUSION 

REVIEW QUESTIONS: 

Q: What is an Archdeacon?  

A: Head of deacons 

Q: Who is the First Archdeacon? 

A: St. Stephen 

Q: What is the role of a deaconess? 

A: They help the priest and the bishop taking care of widows, orphans and baptism of women.  

They also share in singing with the Epsaltos.  They can be responsible for teaching Sunday 

school. 
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VERSE TO REMEMBER: 
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UNIT 2:  OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST CONTINUES HIS WORK THROUGH THE CHURCH, IN THE 

MYSTERY OF PRIESTHOOD 

Purpose: To teach the role of the priests and bishops in the New Testament. The meaning of 
forgiveness of sins, and the link to the Eucharist are highlighted.    

5. LESSON 5, REVIEW- OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST CONTINUES HIS WORK THROUGH 

THE CHURCH, IN THE MYSTERY OF PRIESTHOOD 

 

SERVANT PREPARATION: 

VERSE & REFERENCES:   

 

CHURCH FATHERS: 

 

REFLECTION:   

  

 

PRAYER:  

 

 

LESSON PREPARATION: 

SONG:    

 

VOCABULARY:    
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INTRODUCTION 

 

LESSON BODY: 

1. Lesson 1: Our Lord Jesus Christ calls some of us to father his children: 

- Our Lord called the disciples, St. Peter, St. Andrew, St. James, St. John and 

St. Matthew and others. He took them out from their work in the world to 

separate them unto the work of fathering His people.  

- The call is from both the outside and the inside. Persons who are called to 

serve God in priesthood would feel great love to do so in their hearts 

- The call to become a bishop comes second to a call to be a monk. A person 

would be like Moses, who dedicated a long time in prayer in the desert 

before he was called back to lead the people out of Egypt.  

- The priests, on the other side, are usually a deacon in the church who 

loves the church and they desire to dedicate their lives to serve God in the 

world and they are not called by the Spirit into the desert. So they get 

married (most of them) and have families, yet they go for shorter period 

of time (than the bishops) to the desert- 40 days- to consecrate the 

beginning of their priestly service to God like our Lord.  

- Formation is the process of shaping the inside of the person; 1. Faith 

formation (how do we think of God), 2.The Liturgical formation (to learn 

about the Church), 3.The Moral formation (or conscience formation, and 

how we discern and practice God’s will), 4. The Spiritual formation (to be 

like God and have union with God).   

 

50. Lesson 2: Priests are stewards and shepherds: 

- Priesthood is Christ’s way of continuing His priestly work  

- Common priesthood  

- The wedding gowns include priestly vestments and crowns. Because the 

husband and the wife are taking responsibility of their life as stewards of 

God to Bless, sanctify (priests) and serve (kings) the world. Before the 

wedding they were prince and princess in training in their family homes 

where they learn from Godly parents how to take up their royal 

priesthood 

- There is also Ordained Priesthood 
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- The sacraments of the Church can be divided into three groups: 1. The 

Sacraments of Initiation: Baptism, Myron, and the Eucharist. 2. 

Sacraments of service: Priesthood and Matrimony. 3. Sacraments of 

Healing: Confession and Unction of the Sick. 

- The difference in the roles of the bishops and the priests  

 

51. Lesson 3: Our Lord Jesus Christ continues to give new disciples the power to 

forgive through the mysteries of Confession and the Eucharist: 

- How the priest is ordained: pictures from the ordination ceremony of our 

priests (the dressing, the confession, the commandments given to the 

priest) 

- How the bishop is ordained (his staff) 

- Difference between enthroned bishop and general bishop 

 

52. Lesson 4: The clothing of the bishop the priest and the deacons: 

- Clothing of the priest 

- Clothing of the bishop 

- Clothing of the deacons 

- 5 Ranks of deacons (archdeacon, deacon, subdeacon, readers, epsaltos)  

- Deacons are the helpers of the priests and the bishops. They are like the 

Levites in the Old Testament who used to help Aaron’s family (the priests).  

- To go from one rank to another, a deacon has to spend time perfecting 

the current duties. A reader should be very clever in singing; a subdeacon 

should be very clever in reading, interpreting, and singing, etc. 

- The role of deaconesses: they help the priest and the bishop taking care of 

widows, orphans and baptism of women. They also share in singing with 

the Epsaltos. They can be responsible for teaching in Sunday school. 

 

PLAN AND MATERIALS:  

 Idea:  

 Scrap book building  

  

 Coloring:  
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CONCLUSION 

REVIEW QUESTIONS: 

Q: Where does the call to become a priest or monk come from? 

A: Outside and inside 

Q: Can priests be married? Can monks be married? Can bishops be married? 

A: Yes; No; No 

Q: What is the priesthood a continuation of? 

A: Christ continuing His priestly work 

Q:  Name 2 of the 3 groups of the Sacraments of the church. 

A: Sacraments of Initiation, Sacraments of Service, Sacraments of Healing 

Q: Who gives the priests and bishops the authority to give sins? 

A: Christ 

 

 

VERSE TO REMEMBER: 
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FOURTH GRADE CURRICULUM:  

 

God in our Midst 

 

UNIT 3: THE OLD TESTAMENT FATHERS OF GOD’S FAMILY, THE PATRIARCH JOSEPH 

FEEDS AND FORGIVES THE FAMILY 

Purpose:  

 

1. Lesson 1: Joseph and Jacob 
2. Lesson 2:  Joseph is Called to Egypt 

3. Lesson 3: Joseph Interprets Dreams 

4. Lesson 4: Joseph Receives His Brothers Two Times 

5. Lesson 5:  The Coming of Jacob’s Family to Egypt 
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UNIT 3:  THE OLD TESTAMENT FATHERS OF GOD’S FAMILY, THE PATRIARCH JOSEPH 

FEEDS & FORGIVES THE FAMILY 

Purpose: 
   

1. LESSON 1: JOSEPH AND JACOB 

 

SERVANT PREPARATION: 

VERSE & REFERENCES:   

 

Genesis 37 

Now Jacob dwelt in the land where his father was a stranger, in the land of Canaan. 2This is the 

history of Jacob. Joseph, being seventeen years old, was feeding the flock with his brothers. And 

the lad was with the sons of Bilhah and the sons of Zilpah, his father's wives; and Joseph brought 

a bad report of them to his father. 3Now Israel loved Joseph more than all his children, because 

he was the son of his old age. Also he made him a tunic of many colors. 4But when his brothers 

saw that their father loved him more than all his brothers, they hated him and could not speak 

peaceably to him. 5Now Joseph had a dream, and he told it to his brothers; and they hated him 

even more. 6So he said to them, "Please hear this dream which I have dreamed: 7There we were, 

binding sheaves in the field. Then behold, my sheaf arose and also stood upright; and indeed 

your sheaves stood all around and bowed down to my sheaf." 8And his brothers said to him, 

"Shall you indeed reign over us? Or shall you indeed have dominion over us?" So they hated him 

even more for his dreams and for his words. 9Then he dreamed still another dream and told it to 

his brothers, and said, "Look, I have dreamed another dream. And this time, the sun, the moon, 

and the eleven stars bowed down to me." 10So he told it to his father and his brothers; and his 

father rebuked him and said to him, "What is this dream that you have dreamed? Shall your 

mother and I and your brothers indeed come to bow down to the earth before you?" 11And his 

brothers envied him, but his father kept the matter in mind. 

12Then his brothers went to feed their father's flock in Shechem. 13And Israel said to Joseph, "Are 

not your brothers feeding the flock in Shechem? Come, I will send you to them." So he said to 

him, "Here I am." 14Then he said to him, "Please go and see if it is well with your brothers and 

well with the flocks, and bring back word to me." So he sent him out of the Valley of Hebron, and 

he went to Shechem. 15Now a certain man found him, and there he was, wandering in the field. 
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And the man asked him, saying, "What are you seeking?" 16So he said, "I am seeking my 

brothers. Please tell me where they are feeding their flocks." 17And the man said, "They have 

departed from here, for I heard them say, "Let us go to Dothan.'" So Joseph went after his 

brothers and found them in Dothan. 18Now when they saw him afar off, even before he came 

near them, they conspired against him to kill him. 19Then they said to one another, "Look, this 

dreamer is coming! 20Come therefore, let us now kill him and cast him into some pit; and we shall 

say, "Some wild beast has devoured him.' We shall see what will become of his dreams!" 21But 

Reuben heard it, and he delivered him out of their hands, and said, "Let us not kill him." 22And 

Reuben said to them, "Shed no blood, but cast him into this pit which is in the wilderness, and do 

not lay a hand on him"--that he might deliver him out of their hands, and bring him back to his 

father. 23So it came to pass, when Joseph had come to his brothers, that they stripped Joseph of 

his tunic, the tunic of many colors that was on him. 24Then they took him and cast him into a pit. 

And the pit was empty; there was no water in it. 25And they sat down to eat a meal. Then they 

lifted their eyes and looked, and there was a company of Ishmaelites, coming from Gilead with 

their camels, bearing spices, balm, and myrrh, on their way to carry them down to Egypt. 26So 

Judah said to his brothers, "What profit is there if we kill our brother and conceal his blood? 

27Come and let us sell him to the Ishmaelites, and let not our hand be upon him, for he is our 

brother and our flesh." And his brothers listened. 28Then Midianite traders passed by; so the 

brothers pulled Joseph up and lifted him out of the pit, and sold him to the Ishmaelites for twenty 

shekels of silver. And they took Joseph to Egypt. 29Then Reuben returned to the pit, and indeed 

Joseph was not in the pit; and he tore his clothes. 30And he returned to his brothers and said, 

"The lad is no more; and I, where shall I go?" 31So they took Joseph's tunic, killed a kid of the 

goats, and dipped the tunic in the blood. 32Then they sent the tunic of many colors, and they 

brought it to their father and said, "We have found this. Do you know whether it is your son's 

tunic or not?" 33And he recognized it and said, "It is my son's tunic. A wild beast has devoured 

him. Without doubt Joseph is torn to pieces." 34Then Jacob tore his clothes, put sackcloth on his 

waist, and mourned for his son many days. 35And all his sons and all his daughters arose to 

comfort him; but he refused to be comforted, and he said, "For I shall go down into the grave to 

my son in mourning." Thus his father wept for him. 36Now the Midianites had sold him in Egypt to 

Potiphar, an officer of Pharaoh and captain of the guard. 

 

CHURCH FATHERS: 

 

REFLECTION:   
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PRAYER:  

LESSON PREPARATION: 

SONG:    

 

VOCABULARY:    

Sheaves  

INTRODUCTION: 

We have been talking about the New Testament fathers of God’s people as well as the fathers of 

God’s people in His church today. Now, we are going take the next month to go back in time and 

talk about an Old Testament father of God’s people: Joseph. Hopefully you will start to see some 

similarities between Joseph and between the apostles, priests, and bishops. 

LESSON BODY: 

You have learned about Abraham. What was his son’s name? [Isaac]. Isaac’s son who continued 

the work of God was named Jacob. Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob: these are the three first 

patriarchs of God’s family. Now Jacob had twelve sons, one of them was named Joseph. Joseph 

was the fourth patriarch. [Keep reviewing these names by asking questions such as, who was 

Isaac’s father? Who was Joseph’s father? Keep doing this until the students memorize the short 

genealogy of the four patriarchs].  

Now, you are going to see that Joseph is a very special person in the church. To begin with, he 

really honored his father, Jacob. How did he honor his father? Joseph did whatever his father, 

Jacob, told him to do. His father put him to work with his half brothers (the children of Bilhah 

and Zilpah) as a servant to them in tending sheep. Joseph never complained. His half brothers 

disobeyed Jacob in many things but Joseph never joined them in any of their disobedience, 

because he loved his father and honored him. When his father asked Joseph if his brothers did 
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the bad things, Joseph did not lie to his father and told him the truth. Joseph’s obedience and 

honor gained the blessing of his father.  

 

Jacob loved Joseph more than the rest of his brothers for two reasons: 

1. Because Joseph was the first born son of Jacob’s beloved wife who died in giving birth to 

Benjamin (the youngest son), and  

2. Because Joseph was the best of his sons in honoring and obeying his father.  

Jacob made a robe of many colors for Joseph. God also blessed Joseph with dreams. Joseph had 

two dreams:  

In the first, he was binding sheaves in the field, his sheaf stood upright and the 11 sheaves of his 

brothers bowed down to his sheaf. Joseph told his brothers the dream; they understood the 

meaning of the dream. That Joseph will be a ruler over them and they would have to bow down 

to him in the future. They hated him even more.  

Yet, he had another dream and told it to his father and his brothers; in it he saw the sun, the 

moon and eleven stars bowing down before him. This time his father rebuked him "What is this 

dream that you have dreamed? Shall your mother and I and your brothers indeed come to bow 

down to the earth before you?" And his brothers envied him and hated him even more, but his 

father kept the matter in his mind. 

The love of his father leads to the blessing of God in the dreams and the envy of his brothers.  

 

But God had a plan for Joseph and He used the envy of Joseph’s brothers to accomplish His plan 

for Joseph and his family. One day Jacob sent Joseph to inquire of the safety of his brothers to a 

far place where they tended the sheep. He got lost on the way; someone found him and asked 

him what he was looking for. Joseph answered, “I am looking for my brothers. Tell me where 

they tend the sheep.” The man told him that they left here and went to a far place. Joseph went 

after his brothers until he found them. Joseph knew that his brothers didn’t like him but he 

loved them and cared for them. And more than that, he loved his father and wanted to honor 

his father and do his will, even if it means to go to danger. Joseph went a very long distance to 

check on his brothers and the sheep. Joseph must have known that he is now very far away from 

his father’s help, if they plan to do anything to hurt him, but yet he continued and did not 

hesitate to see them. When he approached his brothers from a distance, they saw him. They 

said one to another, “Here comes the dreamer. Let us kill him and throw him in one of the wells, 

and let us say to our father that an evil animal ate him. This will be the end of his dreams.” His 

older brother, Reuben, the first born of Jacob, heard their evil talking and he said to them, “Let 

us not kill him. Let us throw him in this well and do not lay your hands on him.” Reuben said this 

to save him from their hands to return him to his father. When Joseph came to their place, they 



75 

 

took the robe of many colors that he wore and they threw Joseph in the well. Now the well was 

empty and there was no water in it. Then they sat down to eat food. Joseph begged them not to 

hurt him and he cried and reminded them that he is their brother, and it would kill his father if 

he dies. He cared about his father’s broken heart more than about his life. A while later, a 

company of Ishmaelites was coming toward them (they were a group from a family; they were 

actually the descendants of Abraham’s other son, Ishmael). Judah (the fourth in order of the 

brothers) told his brothers, “What is the use of killing our brother? Let us sell him to these 

people” (the Ishmaelites were traders; they buy and sell stuff, including slaves). Judah said, “He 

is our brother and our flesh, let us not kill him.” His brothers listened to him. They pulled out 

Joseph from the well and they sold Joseph to the Ishmaelites in return for 20 pieces of silver. 

Now Reuben had not been there when they sold him. When Reuben came back to the well he 

didn’t find Joseph. He was very upset! He had wanted to save him and bring him back to his 

father because he was the firstborn and responsible for him before his father. He tore up his 

clothing. The brothers took Joseph’s robe of many colors, they slaughtered a goat and they 

dipped the robe in the blood and they took the robe of many colors that is soaked in blood and 

brought it to their father. They said, “We have found this in the field. Make sure – is it your son’s 

tunic or not?” Jacob looked at it and saw that it was his son’s robe. He said, “It is my son's tunic. 

A wild animal has devoured him. Without doubt Joseph is torn to pieces.” Jacob tore off his 

clothes from his sadness and grief and he put a sackcloth on his waist and he mourned his son 

many days. 

In many ways Joseph’s life had many similarities with the life of our Lord Jesus Christ. In this part 

he is the beloved of his father, full of grace and truth. Jacob favored him with a special tunic of 

many colors, like the gifts of Christ from the Father. And heaven blessed him with dreams, and 

later on we will see the gift of interpreting them. He was physically good-looking. All this lead to 

the envy of his brothers, just as our Lord was filled with all the fullness of God’s favor and gifts, 

and He was envied by the leaders in His time.  

The father sends Joseph to seek the safety of his brothers and the sheep. Joseph had to go to a 

very distant place to find them. Likewise our Lord, the Son of God, was sent by the Father, who 

loved us, to seek us in a distant, far place. Our Lord knew that His coming would lead to His 

death, but yet He came to us in our far-away country. It’s the story of the love that the Father 

and the Son has for our lost humanity, and the sin and disobedience (darkness and death) He 

would have to encounter when He finds us. 

 

PLAN AND MATERIALS:  
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 Idea:  

 Scrap book building  

  

 Coloring:  

 

CONCLUSION 

1. Joseph’s obedience and honor gain the blessing of the father 

2. The love of his father leads to the blessing of God in the dreams and the envy of 

his brothers  

3. God uses the envy of Joseph’s brothers to accomplish His plan for Joseph and his 

family  

4. Joseph as a type of Christ and the perfect upbringing of a patriarch 

 

REVIEW QUESTIONS: 

Q: Name the first four patriarchs of God’s family. How many sons did Jacob have? 

A:  Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph. 12 – Joseph was one of the 12 

Q: How did Joseph honor his father?  

A: By his obedience 

Q: Why did Jacob love Joseph more than the rest of his brothers? 

A: Because Joseph was the first born son of Jacob’s beloved wife who died in giving birth to 

Benjamin (the youngest son), and because Joseph was the best of his sons in honoring and 

obeying his father. 

Q: What did the love of Joseph’s father (Jacob) lead to in his life? 

A: God’s blessing on him in dreams, and the envy of his brothers. 

Q: How did God use the envy of Joseph’s brothers for good? 

A: He used the envy of Joseph’s brothers to accomplish His plan for Joseph and his family 

Q: How is Joseph’s life similar to the life of our Lord Jesus Christ? 
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A: He is the beloved of his father, full of grace and truth, just as our Lord was filled with all the 

fullness of God’s favor and gifts, and He was envied by the leaders in His time. The father sends 

Joseph to seek the safety of his brothers and the sheep. Joseph had to go to a very distant place 

to find them. Likewise our Lord, the Son of God, was sent by the Father, who loved us, to seek us 

in a distant, far place. Our Lord knew that His coming would lead to His death, but yet He came 

to us in our far-away country. 

VERSE TO REMEMBER: 

Eph 6:1 “Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right.” 
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UNIT 3:  THE OLD TESTAMENT FATHERS OF GOD’S FAMILY,  THE PATRIARCH JOSEPH 

FEEDS & FORGIVES THE FAMILY 

Purpose: 
   

2. LESSON 2: JOSEPH IS CALLED TO EGYPT 

 

SERVANT PREPARATION: 

VERSE & REFERENCES:   

 

Genesis 39 

Now Joseph had been taken down to Egypt. And Potiphar, an officer of Pharaoh, captain of the 
guard, an Egyptian, bought him from the Ishmaelites who had taken him down there. 2The LORD 

was with Joseph, and he was a successful man; and he was in the house of his master the 
Egyptian. 3And his master saw that the LORD was with him and that the LORD made all he did to 
prosper in his hand. 4So Joseph found favor in his sight, and served him. Then he made him 
overseer of his house, and all that he had he put under his authority. 5So it was, from the time 
that he had made him overseer of his house and all that he had, that the LORD blessed the 
Egyptian's house for Joseph's sake; and the blessing of the LORD was on all that he had in the 
house and in the field. 6Thus he left all that he had in Joseph's hand, and he did not know what he 
had except for the bread which he ate. Now Joseph was handsome in form and appearance. 7And 
it came to pass after these things that his master's wife cast longing eyes on Joseph, and she 
said, "Lie with me." 8But he refused and said to his master's wife, "Look, my master does not 
know what is with me in the house, and he has committed all that he has to my hand. 9There is 
no one greater in this house than I, nor has he kept back anything from me but you, because you 
are his wife. How then can I do this great wickedness, and sin against God?" 10So it was, as she 
spoke to Joseph day by day, that he did not heed her, to lie with her or to be with her. 11But it 
happened about this time, when Joseph went into the house to do his work, and none of the men 
of the house was inside, 12that she caught him by his garment, saying, "Lie with me." But he left 
his garment in her hand, and fled and ran outside. 13And so it was, when she saw that he had left 
his garment in her hand and fled outside, 14that she called to the men of her house and spoke to 
them, saying, "See, he has brought in to us a Hebrew to mock us. He came in to me to lie with 
me, and I cried out with a loud voice. 15And it happened, when he heard that I lifted my voice and 
cried out, that he left his garment with me, and fled and went outside." 16So she kept his garment 
with her until his master came home. 17Then she spoke to him with words like these, saying, "The 
Hebrew servant whom you brought to us came in to me to mock me; 18so it happened, as I lifted 
my voice and cried out, that he left his garment with me and fled outside." 19So it was, when his 
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master heard the words which his wife spoke to him, saying, "Your servant did to me after this 
manner," that his anger was aroused. 20Then Joseph's master took him and put him into the 
prison, a place where the king's prisoners were confined. And he was there in the prison. 21But 
the LORD was with Joseph and showed him mercy, and He gave him favor in the sight of the 
keeper of the prison. 22And the keeper of the prison committed to Joseph's hand all the prisoners 
who were in the prison; whatever they did there, it was his doing. 23The keeper of the prison did 
not look into anything that was under Joseph's authority, because the LORD was with him; and 
whatever he did, the LORD made it prosper. 

 

CHURCH FATHERS: 

 

REFLECTION:   

  

 

PRAYER:  

 

LESSON PREPARATION: 

SONG:    

 

VOCABULARY:    

Potiphar, Pharaoh, Slave, Hebrew  

INTRODUCTION: 

Review last week’s lesson - what had happened to Joseph up until the point of being sold to the 

Ishmaelites. 

Here is something to think about – how would you feel if you were in Joseph’s place and had just 

been sold by your brothers to strangers to be taken to a foreign country? We would feel 
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terrified, and very alone. God forbid that we would lose hope and give up. Now what did Joseph 

do? He clung to his God, because he knew that his life was in His hands and that He was taking 

care of him. He had so much faith in this, that he knew it. And this is a lesson for us – even when 

we seem to be in the middle of nowhere and far away from anyone that we know or in an 

impossible situation, our God can still reach us and He can be with us there. 

LESSON BODY: 

 

Joseph in Potiphar’s House: although the outside situation looks poor, God’s blessing is hidden 

with Joseph wherever he goes:  

The Ishmaelites took Joseph to Egypt. They sold him to Potiphar, who was the captain of the 

guards of Pharaoh, the king of Egypt. Joseph became a slave in the house of Potiphar. A slave is 

a servant who is bought by money like animals and material goods. In those days they used to 

live in the house of their masters. They just get fed and clothed, and they never leave the house, 

and their masters treat them like property.  

The Lord was with Joseph and he was a successful man. What mattered to Joseph was not what 

happens to him, as long as God is with him. He knows that eventually everything will turn to be 

good. He had to wait and be patient.  

Potiphar saw that whatever he gives to Joseph, Joseph succeeded in doing and God was giving 

him blessing. Everything Joseph touched was good and proper. Potiphar loved Joseph and he 

entrusted him over all his house and over everything that he owned. God blessed the house of 

Potiphar for Joseph’s sake and God multiplied in abundance everything in his house and in his 

fields. Potiphar left everything in Joseph’s hands and he didn’t know what was going on in his 

house and fields because he trusted everything to Joseph. 

 

Joseph’s Temptation: 

The devil hated Joseph because he was blessed by God, so the devil used the wife of Potiphar to 

try to trick Joseph into disobeying God. If the devil managed to get him to disobey God, then 

Joseph’s blessing will be lost, and he can be destroyed in this foreign country. The devil 

instructed Potiphar’s wife to ask Joseph to have a relationship with her and sleep with her. 

Joseph strongly refused and he said, “Potiphar, my master, does not know what I do in his 

house, and he entrusted me with everything. He put me over all his house, and he had not forbid 

me from doing anything, except to touch you because you are his wife. How can I do this great 

evil and sin against God?” She did the same thing in trying to trick him many days but Joseph did 

not listen to her. Joseph was very determined to obey God and never to disobey God in 
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anything. He was taught by his father who loved him not to do these evil things, even if nobody 

else sees him, because God would see everything. 

One day, he was in the house, doing some work, and there was no one there in the house. 

Potiphar’s wife caught his robe and asked him to sleep with her. He left his robe in her hand and 

ran away to the outside of the house, naked. When she saw that he left his robe in her hand and 

went outside, she called her servants and family members and said to them, “Look! My husband 

brought to us a Hebrew man (meaning Joseph) to do something awful to us. He wanted to sleep 

with me, that’s why I shouted loudly. And then when I shouted, he was afraid that he would be 

caught. He left his robe beside me and went outside.” The woman was angry that Joseph did not 

do what she wanted and the devil was angry too, and is planning to try and hurt Joseph some 

way or another. She kept the robe with her until Potiphar came back to his house. She said the 

same thing to him. When Potiphar heard his wife’s story, he got very angry. He took Joseph and 

put him in the prison where the prisoners of the king were. Definitely God helped in this 

situation because in any other time a slave doing something like what Potiphar’s wife had 

claimed he did would be immediately killed without even a trial. The fact that Potiphar put him 

in prison, it meant that Potiphar loved Joseph and had a feeling that Joseph could have not done 

a thing like this. Again God puts limits to the evil that attacks His children. 

What do we learn from this? If we are blessed by God, the devil would get so angry and start to 

make things difficult for us. We should be on our guard and always remember not to disobey 

God otherwise we would lose the blessing, and that is the goal of the devil.  

 

Joseph in Prison: 

As long as a person is with God and he doesn’t stay away from Him, it doesn’t matter where we 

are or what we do, only keep close to God and everything we do will be successful. While Joseph 

was in the prison, it did not bother him that he was there, nor did it make him feel depressed. So 

he could take care of the duties that were given to him (you will see what those duties were). 

Sometimes we lose our joy because of the change in circumstances, but if we only focus on our 

relationship to God, then God would turn the worst situation into the best.  

The Lord was with Joseph, and He gave him grace in the eyes of the prison warden, and slowly, 

day after day, the warden loved Joseph and respected him very much, that he gave him all the 

prisoners and the work to take care of. The prison warden trusted Joseph and didn’t interfere 

with the work that Joseph did in the prison. In a way, Joseph became responsible for the prison 

and everything that belonged to the work of the prison. That happened because the Lord was 

with Joseph and whatever he did, the Lord made successful.  
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PLAN AND MATERIALS:  

 Idea:  

 Scrap book building  

  

 Coloring:  

 

CONCLUSION 

1. Joseph in Potiphar’s House: although the outside situation looks poor, but God’s 

blessing is hidden with Joseph wherever he goes. 

2. Joseph’s Temptation: if we are blessed by God, the devil would get so angry and 

start to make things difficult for us. We should be on our guard and always 

remember not to disobey God otherwise we would lose the blessing, and that is 

the goal of the devil. 
3. Joseph in Prison: as long as the person is with God and he doesn’t stay away from 

Him, it doesn’t matter where we are or what we do, only keep close to God and 

everything we do will be successful. It did not bother Joseph that he was in 

prison, nor made him feel depressed. So he could take care of the duties that is 

given to him. Sometimes we lose our joy because of the change in circumstances, 

but if we only focus on our relationship to God then God would turn the worst 

situation into the best. 

 

REVIEW QUESTIONS: 

Q: Who is Potiphar? What was Joseph’s job in his house? 

A:  The captain of the guards of Pharaoh, the king of Egypt. Joseph was a slave 

Q: Did it bother Joseph that he was a slave in Potiphar’s house? Why? 

A: Although the outside situation looks poor, God’s blessing is hidden with Joseph wherever he 

goes. What mattered to Joseph was not what happens to him, as long as God is with him. He 

knows that eventually everything will turn to be good. He had to wait and be patient. Potiphar 

loved Joseph and he entrusted him over all his house and over everything that he owned. God 
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blessed the house of Potiphar for Joseph’s sake and God multiplied in abundance everything in 

his house and in his fields.  

Q: Why did Joseph face a temptation by Potiphar’s wife? 

A: The devil hated Joseph because he was blessed by God, so the devil used the wife of Potiphar 

to try to trick Joseph into disobeying God. If the devil managed to get him to disobey God, then 

Joseph’s blessing will be lost, and he can be destroyed in this foreign country. If we are blessed 

by God, the devil would get so angry and start to make things difficult for us. We should be on 

our guard and always remember not to disobey God otherwise we would lose the blessing, and 

that is the goal of the devil. 

Q: How did Joseph react in the temptation? 

A: He refused completely to disobey God and he said to her, “How can I do this great evil and sin 

against God?” He knew that even if no one could see, God could see everything.  

Q: How was Joseph able to not be bothered by his circumstances of being a slave and then being 

put in prison? 

A: As long as a person is with God and he doesn’t stay away from Him, it doesn’t matter where 

we are or what we do, only keep close to God and everything we do will be successful. While 

Joseph was in the prison, it did not bother him that he was there, nor did it make him feel 

depressed. So he could take care of the duties that were given to him.  

VERSE TO REMEMBER: 

Gen 39:9 “How then can I do this great wickedness and sin against God?” 
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UNIT 3:  THE OLD TESTAMENT FATHERS OF GOD’S FAMILY,  THE PATRIARCH JOSEPH 

FEEDS & FORGIVES THE FAMILY 

Purpose: 
   

3. LESSON 3: JOSEPH INTERPRETS DREAMS 

SERVANT PREPARATION: 

 

VERSE & REFERENCES:   

 

Genesis 40 

It came to pass after these things that the butler and the baker of the king of Egypt offended 
their lord, the king of Egypt. 2And Pharaoh was angry with his two officers, the chief butler and 
the chief baker. 3So he put them in custody in the house of the captain of the guard, in the prison, 
the place where Joseph was confined. 4And the captain of the guard charged Joseph with them, 
and he served them; so they were in custody for a while. 5Then the butler and the baker of the 
king of Egypt, who were confined in the prison, had a dream, both of them, each man's dream in 
one night and each man's dream with its own interpretation. 6And Joseph came in to them in the 
morning and looked at them, and saw that they were sad. 7So he asked Pharaoh's officers who 
were with him in the custody of his lord's house, saying, "Why do you look so sad today?" 8And 
they said to him, "We each have had a dream, and there is no interpreter of it." So Joseph said to 
them, "Do not interpretations belong to God? Tell them to me, please." 9Then the chief butler 
told his dream to Joseph, and said to him, "Behold, in my dream a vine was before me, 10and in 
the vine were three branches; it was as though it budded, its blossoms shot forth, and its clusters 
brought forth ripe grapes. 11Then Pharaoh's cup was in my hand; and I took the grapes and 
pressed them into Pharaoh's cup, and placed the cup in Pharaoh's hand." 12And Joseph said to 
him, "This is the interpretation of it: The three branches are three days. 13Now within three days 
Pharaoh will lift up your head and restore you to your place, and you will put Pharaoh's cup in his 
hand according to the former manner, when you were his butler. 14But remember me when it is 
well with you, and please show kindness to me; make mention of me to Pharaoh, and get me out 
of this house. 15For indeed I was stolen away from the land of the Hebrews; and also I have done 
nothing here that they should put me into the dungeon." 16When the chief baker saw that the 
interpretation was good, he said to Joseph, "I also was in my dream, and there were three white 
baskets on my head. 17In the uppermost basket were all kinds of baked goods for Pharaoh, and 
the birds ate them out of the basket on my head." 18So Joseph answered and said, "This is the 
interpretation of it: The three baskets are three days. 19Within three days Pharaoh will lift off 
your head from you and hang you on a tree; and the birds will eat your flesh from you." 20Now it 
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came to pass on the third day, which was Pharaoh's birthday, that he made a feast for all his 
servants; and he lifted up the head of the chief butler and of the chief baker among his servants. 
21Then he restored the chief butler to his butlership again, and he placed the cup in Pharaoh's 
hand. 22But he hanged the chief baker, as Joseph had interpreted to them. 23Yet the chief butler 
did not remember Joseph, but forgot him. 
 
Genesis 41 
Then it came to pass, at the end of two full years, that Pharaoh had a dream; and behold, he 
stood by the river. 2Suddenly there came up out of the river seven cows, fine looking and fat; and 
they fed in the meadow. 3Then behold, seven other cows came up after them out of the river, 
ugly and gaunt, and stood by the other cows on the bank of the river. 4And the ugly and gaunt 
cows ate up the seven fine looking and fat cows. So Pharaoh awoke. 5He slept and dreamed a 
second time; and suddenly seven heads of grain came up on one stalk, plump and good. 6Then 
behold, seven thin heads, blighted by the east wind, sprang up after them. 7And the seven thin 
heads devoured the seven plump and full heads. So Pharaoh awoke, and indeed, it was a dream. 
8Now it came to pass in the morning that his spirit was troubled, and he sent and called for all 
the magicians of Egypt and all its wise men. And Pharaoh told them his dreams, but there was no 
one who could interpret them for Pharaoh. 9Then the chief butler spoke to Pharaoh, saying: "I 
remember my faults this day. 10When Pharaoh was angry with his servants, and put me in 
custody in the house of the captain of the guard, both me and the chief baker, 11we each had a 
dream in one night, he and I. Each of us dreamed according to the interpretation of his own 
dream. 12Now there was a young Hebrew man with us there, a servant of the captain of the 
guard. And we told him, and he interpreted our dreams for us; to each man he interpreted 
according to his own dream. 13And it came to pass, just as he interpreted for us, so it happened. 
He restored me to my office, and he hanged him." 14Then Pharaoh sent and called Joseph, and 
they brought him quickly out of the dungeon; and he shaved, changed his clothing, and came to 
Pharaoh. 15And Pharaoh said to Joseph, "I have had a dream, and there is no one who can 
interpret it. But I have heard it said of you that you can understand a dream, to interpret it." 16So 
Joseph answered Pharaoh, saying, "It is not in me; God will give Pharaoh an answer of peace." 
17Then Pharaoh said to Joseph: "Behold, in my dream I stood on the bank of the river. 18Suddenly 
seven cows came up out of the river, fine looking and fat; and they fed in the meadow. 19Then 
behold, seven other cows came up after them, poor and very ugly and gaunt, such ugliness as I 
have never seen in all the land of Egypt. 20And the gaunt and ugly cows ate up the first seven, the 
fat cows. 21When they had eaten them up, no one would have known that they had eaten them, 
for they were just as ugly as at the beginning. So I awoke. 22Also I saw in my dream, and suddenly 
seven heads came up on one stalk, full and good. 23Then behold, 
seven heads, withered, thin, and blighted by the east wind, sprang up after them. 24And the thin 
heads devoured the seven good heads. So I told this to the magicians, but there was no one who 
could explain it to me." 25Then Joseph said to Pharaoh, "The dreams of Pharaoh are one; God has 
shown Pharaoh what He is about to do: 26The seven good cows are seven years, and the seven 
good heads are seven years; the dreams are one. 27And the seven thin and ugly cows which came 
up after them are seven years, and the seven empty heads blighted by the east wind are seven 
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years of famine. 28This is the thing which I have spoken to Pharaoh. God has shown Pharaoh 
what He is about to do. 29Indeed seven years of great plenty will come throughout all the land of 
Egypt; 30but after them seven years of famine will arise, and all the plenty will be forgotten in the 
land of Egypt; and the famine will deplete the land. 31So the plenty will not be known in the land 
because of the famine following, for it will be very severe. 32And the dream was repeated to 
Pharaoh twice because the thing is established by God, and God will shortly bring it to pass. 
33"Now therefore, let Pharaoh select a discerning and wise man, and set him over the land of 
Egypt. 34Let Pharaoh do this, and let him appoint officers over the land, to collect one-fifth of the 
produce of the land of Egypt in the seven plentiful years. 35And let them gather all the food of 
those good years that are coming, and store up grain under the authority of Pharaoh, and let 
them keep food in the cities. 36Then that food shall be as a reserve for the land for the seven 
years of famine which shall be in the land of Egypt, that the land may not perish during the 
famine."  
37So the advice was good in the eyes of Pharaoh and in the eyes of all his servants. 38And Pharaoh 
said to his servants, "Can we find such a one as this, a man in whom is the Spirit of God?" 39Then 
Pharaoh said to Joseph, "Inasmuch as God has shown you all this, there is no one as discerning 
and wise as you. 40You shall be over my house, and all my people shall be ruled according to your 
word; only in regard to the throne will I be greater than you." 41And Pharaoh said to Joseph, "See, 
I have set you over all the land of Egypt." 42Then Pharaoh took his signet ring off his hand and put 
it on Joseph's hand; and he clothed him in garments of fine linen and put a gold chain around his 
neck. 43And he had him ride in the second chariot which he had; and they cried out before him, 
"Bow the knee!" So he set him over all the land of Egypt. 44Pharaoh also said to Joseph, "I am 
Pharaoh, and without your consent no man may lift his hand or foot in all the land of Egypt." 
45And Pharaoh called Joseph's name Zaphnath-Paaneah. And he gave him as a wife Asenath, the 
daughter of Poti-Pherah priest of On. So Joseph went out over all the land of Egypt. 46Joseph was 
thirty years old when he stood before Pharaoh king of Egypt. And Joseph went out from the 
presence of Pharaoh, and went throughout all the land of Egypt. 47Now in the seven plentiful 
years the ground brought forth abundantly. 48So he gathered up all the food of the seven years 
which were in the land of Egypt, and laid up the food in the cities; he laid up in every city the food 
of the fields which surrounded them. 49Joseph gathered very much grain, as the sand of the sea, 
until he stopped counting, for it was immeasurable. 50And to Joseph were born two sons before 
the years of famine came, whom Asenath, the daughter of Poti-Pherah priest of On, bore to him. 
51Joseph called the name of the firstborn Manasseh: "For God has made me forget all my toil and 
all my father's house." 52And the name of the second he called Ephraim: "For God has caused me 
to be fruitful in the land of my affliction." 53Then the seven years of plenty which were in the land 
of Egypt ended, 54and the seven years of famine began to come, as Joseph had said. The famine 
was in all lands, but in all the land of Egypt there was bread. 55So when all the land of Egypt was 
famished, the people cried to Pharaoh for bread. Then Pharaoh said to all the Egyptians, "Go to 
Joseph; whatever he says to you, do." 56The famine was over all the face of the earth, and Joseph 
opened all the storehouses and sold to the Egyptians. And the famine became severe in the land 
of Egypt. 57So all countries came to Joseph in Egypt to buy grain, because the famine was severe 
in all lands. 
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CHURCH FATHERS: 

 

REFLECTION:   

  

 

PRAYER:  

 

LESSON PREPARATION: 

SONG:    

 

VOCABULARY:    

Canaan, Gentile 

INTRODUCTION: 

Review the previous two lessons - where Joseph is at this point in the story (in the prison for a 

sin he did not commit, and with the prison warden entrusting everything to him).  

When Joseph was in Potiphar’s house as a slave, Potiphar entrusted everything to him; when he 

was in the prison as a prisoner, the prison warden entrusted everything to him. Now let us see 

what is going to happen to Joseph. Surely he will not spend his entire life as a slave and prisoner! 

No, rather God was getting him ready for something and God continued to prepare Joseph for 

the work He needed him to do: which is to prepare the way of the coming of his family from the 

land of Canaan to Egypt until the land of Canaan, which God promised to Abraham (that was the 

Promised Land), is ready to receive them. The family would be a big number and would increase 

in number even more and the land of Canaan has already people living there and God told 

Abraham that He will give this land to his family, but not immediately. And He told Abraham that 
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He would send his family to another country (which is Egypt) and they will live there for 400 

years. At the end of the 400 years God will bring them back miraculously and have them live in 

the Promised Land that He gave to Abraham.  And now the plan is coming to great actions.  God 

used Joseph and the envy of his brothers to fulfill the plan. We will continue to see how it was 

fulfilled. 

LESSON BODY: 

While Joseph was in prison, Pharaoh the king of Egypt was very angry with his head baker that 

makes him the bread and his head butler for evil they had done to the king. So he sent them 

both to the prison where Joseph was imprisoned. Joseph served both of them as they spent 

many days in the prison. One night they both had each a dream. When the morning came 

Joseph came to serve them and looked at them and they were very unhappy and depressed. 

Joseph asked them why they looked depressed and unhappy. Both said to him that we each had 

a dream and we could not understand its meaning. Joseph told them, “God knows the meaning 

of the dreams. Tell your dreams to me and I will help you.” The butler started telling the dream 

to Joseph and said to him that in his dream there was a vineyard. In the vine, there were three 

branches; as the branches budded and brought out clusters of grapes, “I looked and I saw the 

cup of Pharaoh in my hand. I took the grapes, I squeezed them in the cup of Pharaoh, and I gave 

the cup to Pharaoh in his hand.” Joseph answered and said “the three branches are three days. 

In three days Pharaoh will restore your place and you will be once more giving Pharaoh his cup 

in his hand as you did before when you were his butler. I ask you a favor, when this happens to 

you, do me a favor and remember me before Pharaoh so he would bring me out from this 

prison, for I was stolen from the land of the Hebrews and here I did not do anything to deserve 

prison.” When the head baker saw that he had a good explanation of the dream, he also started 

to tell the dream to Joseph, and he said that he dreamt that there were three baskets of bread 

on his head. In the top basket it contained all the food of Pharaoh that the bakers do for him: 

“The birds were eating from the top basket as I was holding the basket on my head.” Joseph 

answered and said, “This is the meaning of the dream. The three baskets are three days. In three 

days Pharaoh will take your head off your body and hang you on a pole and the birds will eat 

your flesh off your body.” And it happened that on the third day, Pharaoh’s birthday, that he 

made a feast for all his servants, and he did exactly what Joseph predicted: He returned the 

butler to his job, to give Pharaoh the cup in his hand, but the head baker, he hanged exactly as 

Joseph had explained to them. The head butler did not remember Joseph but totally and 

completely forgot him.  

Here we see how the time is not right for Joseph to see Pharaoh yet.  If Joseph were to get out 

of the prison then, the plan of God would not be fulfilled and Joseph would have been working 
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somewhere in a corner of Egypt and never to be remembered again. But God wanted him in 

Pharaoh’s house, in the very palace. Listen to how he ends up there:  

 

It was two years that passed after Joseph interpreted the dreams of the head butler and the 

head baker. He continued to do a great work in the prison and God continued to support him, 

from within and from without. After two years Pharaoh had a dream: Pharaoh was standing by 

the river Nile. He saw 7 cows coming up from the river; they were very good looking and fat. 

They went to the bank where they found a meadow and they enjoyed their meal. Afterwards 

another 7 cows came from the river; they were very ugly and skinny. They stood next to the first 

7 by the bank of the river. This time the meal was the good cows. The ugly skinny cows ate the 7 

good-looking fat cows. The fat cows entered the mouth and the belly of the skinny cows, but no 

one can tell that they actually swallowed the fat cows because the skinny cows continued to be 

very skinny! Pharaoh woke up, disturbed. Then he managed to get to bed and sleep again. Then 

he saw a second dream: 7 heads of grain growing up in one stalk. They were big and good-

looking. And he saw another 7 heads of grain, very skinny, not so good looking, and the dry hot 

wind was blowing on them. He looked and saw the skinny heads of grain swallowing the 7 fat, 

good-looking heads of grain. Pharaoh woke up and it was just a dream. He was disturbed and 

was very concerned. He called all the magicians and all the wise people of his country and he 

told them his dream, and no one could give him the meaning of the dream. At this point, the 

head butler spoke to Pharaoh saying, “I remembered today what happened to me two years ago 

when you put me in the prison with the head baker, and how each of us had a dream in one 

night, each one. There in the prison there was a Hebrew boy who was a slave of Potiphar. We 

told him the dreams and he explained them to us, and what he explained exactly happened. He 

told me that I will come back to my job, and he told the head baker that he would be killed.” 

Pharaoh sent and called for Joseph. They brought him from the prison. He shaved and bathed 

and changed his clothes, and he stood before Pharaoh. Pharaoh told him, “I heard that you 

explain dreams.” Joseph said to Pharaoh, “God will give Pharaoh an answer of peace. It is not I 

who interprets the dreams.” Pharaoh told Joseph his dreams and he told him that no one could 

interpret them. Joseph answered and said that God is revealing to Pharaoh what He is going to 

do. “The 7 good cows are 7 years. The 7 good heads of grain are 7 years. This is one dream. The 

7 skinny cows that came after them are 7 years, and the 7 empty heads of grain with the wind 

blowing on them are 7 years of hunger. God is telling Pharaoh what God is going to do. There 

will be 7 years of abundance. There will be plenty of food in all Egypt. After the 7 years of 

abundance is finished, there will be 7 years of hunger. People will forget all the abundance that 

was during the first 7 years, for the hunger will be very severe. But why the dream was repeated 

twice, that is because God is going to do this thing very soon.” Then Joseph told Pharaoh he 
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would need to have a wise person to make him in charge of all the land of Egypt. Joseph told 

him the plan, how this would happen: he would have to have overseers on the land and they 

would take 1/5 of the harvest during the 7 years of abundance. They would collect all the food 

of these good years and store grain to be in Pharaoh’s stores, food in the cities to be kept. So 

this food kept in the stores will be used in the years of hunger that will come in the land of 

Egypt. Pharaoh liked the plan of Joseph and also his servants liked the plan. Pharaoh looked to 

his servants and said, “Can we find anyone like this man who has the spirit of God?” Pharaoh 

told Joseph, “If God showed you all this, then there will be no wiser man like you. You will be in 

charge of all my house and I would order everybody to listen to your orders. Only I will be 

greater than you in Egypt.” Pharaoh took off his own ring from his hand put it in the hand of 

Joseph. He dressed him with robes of silk and he put a golden necklace around his neck. He had 

him ride in his second chariot, and people called before him, “bow down!” He said to Joseph, “I 

am Pharaoh, without you, no one should do anything in the land of Egypt.” Pharaoh called the 

name of Joseph Zaphnath-Paaneah, which meant “the savior of the world.” He gave him a wife, 

her name was Asenath. She was the daughter of a great priest in Egypt. 

Do you see God’s timing? God had to send the dreams to Pharaoh, then the butler would 

remember Joseph and then it would be the right time for Joseph to get out of the prison. 

Because then he would be welcomed into the palace in Egypt, which is what God had prepared 

for him, so that his family would be able to come and stay in Egypt.  

Joseph was like Jesus because: (the students may only understand the first two points) 

1. He is called the “savior of the world”  

2. The dream of the head butler and the head baker has some hints to the life of Christ. 

Before he goes to become the savior of the world in interpreting the master dream of the 

story, he interprets dreams about bread and wine in which the one who had the dream 

about the bread will be hung, dead, and the wine will be given to the hand of Pharaoh in 

a cup. Likewise, our Lord before His glorification and His resurrection, His body will be 

hung on the cross, and the blood will be in the cup.  

3. Joseph was married to an Egyptian wife; Christ “marrying the Gentile not Jewish church.”  

4. Joseph is going to live all his life in Egypt and die there. His brothers would have to come 

to him outside the promise land. For Jewish people to find Christ, they would have to 

come to the Church and leave their old covenant. 

 

 

PLAN AND MATERIALS:  

 Idea:  



91 

 

 Scrap book building  

  

 Coloring:  

 

CONCLUSION 

1. God continued to prepare Joseph for the work He needed him to do: which is to 

prepare the way of the coming of his family from the land of Canaan to Egypt 

until the land of Canaan, which God promised to Abraham (that was the Promised 

Land), is ready to receive them. 

2. Joseph interprets dreams in the prison 

3. Joseph interprets Pharaoh’s dreams 

4. We see how God’s plan in bringing His people to Egypt is fulfilled by the envy of 

Joseph’s brothers and by the other bad things that happen to Joseph, and how 

God’s timing is perfect and Joseph becomes the second in command of Egypt. 

God had prepared this very high position for him. 

5. Joseph was like Jesus because he is called the savior of the world, and the dream 

of the head butler and the head baker has some hints to the life of Christ. 

REVIEW QUESTIONS: 

Q: What was the work that God was preparing Joseph for?  

A: To prepare the way of the coming of his family from the land of Canaan to Egypt, until Canaan 

(the land that God promised to give to Abraham and his children) is ready to receive them.  

Q: How did Joseph’s interpreting the dreams of the butler and the baker in the prison change his 

life? 

A: Two years later, the butler remembered Joseph when Pharaoh had his dreams and Pharaoh 

called for Joseph out of the prison.  

Q: How do we see God’s perfect timing in the life of Joseph up to this point? 

A: God had prepared for Joseph to be in the palace of Pharaoh and to have a high position in 

Egypt; he needed to wait until Pharaoh had the dream so that he could call for Joseph and bring 

him out of prison and Joseph could give glory to God by interpreting his dreams and then being 

appointed second in command in Egypt.  

Q: What are two ways that Joseph is like our Lord Jesus Christ? 
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A: He was called “Savior of the World.” The dream of the head butler and the dream of the head 

baker was some hints to the life of Christ.  

 

VERSE TO REMEMBER: 
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UNIT 3:  THE OLD TESTAMENT FATHERS OF GOD’S FAMILY,  THE PATRIARCH JOSEPH 

FEEDS & FORGIVES THE FAMILY 

Purpose: 
   

4. LESSON 4: JOSEPH RECEIVES HIS BROTHERS TWO TIMES 

SERVANT PREPARATION: 

 

VERSE & REFERENCES:   

 

Genesis 42 

When Jacob saw that there was grain in Egypt, Jacob said to his sons, "Why do you look at one 

another?" 2And he said, "Indeed I have heard that there is grain in Egypt; go down to that place 

and buy for us there, that we may live and not die." 3So Joseph's ten brothers went down to buy 

grain in Egypt. 4But Jacob did not send Joseph's brother Benjamin with his brothers, for he said, 

"Lest some calamity befall him." 5And the sons of Israel went to buy grain among those who 

journeyed, for the famine was in the land of Canaan. 6Now Joseph was governor over the land; 

and it was he who sold to all the people of the land. And Joseph's brothers came and bowed 

down before him with their faces to the earth. 7Joseph saw his brothers and recognized them, but 

he acted as a stranger to them and spoke roughly to them. Then he said to them, "Where do you 

come from?" And they said, "From the land of Canaan to buy food." 8So Joseph recognized his 

brothers, but they did not recognize him. 9Then Joseph remembered the dreams which he had 

dreamed about them, and said to them, "You are spies! You have come to see the nakedness of 

the land!" 10And they said to him, "No, my lord, but your servants have come to buy food. 11We 

are all one man's sons; we are honest men; your servants are not spies." 12But he said to them, 

"No, but you have come to see the nakedness of the land." 13And they said, "Your servants are 

twelve brothers, the sons of one man in the land of Canaan; and in fact, the youngest is with our 

father today, and one is no more." 14But Joseph said to them, "It is as I spoke to you, saying, "You 

are spies!' 15In this manner you shall be tested: By the life of Pharaoh, you shall not leave this 

place unless your youngest brother comes here. 16Send one of you, and let him bring your 

brother; and you shall be kept in prison, that your words may be tested to see whether there is 

any truth in you; or else, by the life of Pharaoh, surely you are spies!" 17So he put them all 

together in prison three days. 18Then Joseph said to them the third day, "Do this and live, for I 

fear God: 19If you are honest men, let one of your brothers be confined to your prison house; but 
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you, go and carry grain for the famine of your houses. 20And bring your youngest brother to me; 

so your words will be verified, and you shall not die." And they did so. 21Then they said to one 

another, "We are truly guilty concerning our brother, for we saw the anguish of his soul when he 

pleaded with us, and we would not hear; therefore this distress has come upon us." 22And Reuben 

answered them, saying, "Did I not speak to you, saying, "Do not sin against the boy'; and you 

would not listen? Therefore behold, his blood is now required of us." 23But they did not know that 

Joseph understood them, for he spoke to them through an interpreter. 24And he turned himself 

away from them and wept. Then he returned to them again, and talked with them. And he took 

Simeon from them and bound him before their eyes. 

25Then Joseph gave a command to fill their sacks with grain, to restore every man's money to his 

sack, and to give them provisions for the journey. Thus he did for them. 26So they loaded their 

donkeys with the grain and departed from there. 27But as one of them opened his sack to give his 

donkey feed at the encampment, he saw his money; and there it was, in the mouth of his sack. 

28So he said to his brothers, "My money has been restored, and there it is, in my sack!" Then their 

hearts failed them and they were afraid, saying to one another, "What is this that God has done 

to us?" 29Then they went to Jacob their father in the land of Canaan and told him all that had 

happened to them, saying: 30"The man who is lord of the land spoke roughly to us, and took us 

for spies of the country. 31But we said to him, "We are honest men; we are not spies. 32We are 

twelve brothers, sons of our father; one is no more, and the youngest is with our father this day 

in the land of Canaan.' 33Then the man, the lord of the country, said to us, "By this I will know 

that you are honest men: Leave one of your brothers here with me, take food for the famine of 

your households, and be gone. 34And bring your youngest brother to me; so I shall know that you 

are not spies, but that you are honest men. I will grant your brother to you, and you may trade in 

the land.'" 35Then it happened as they emptied their sacks, that surprisingly each man's bundle of 

money was in his sack; and when they and their father saw the bundles of money, they were 

afraid. 36And Jacob their father said to them, "You have bereaved me: Joseph is no more, Simeon 

is no more, and you want to take Benjamin. All these things are against me." 37Then Reuben 

spoke to his father, saying, "Kill my two sons if I do not bring him back to you; put him in my 

hands, and I will bring him back to you." 38But he said, "My son shall not go down with you, for 

his brother is dead, and he is left alone. If any calamity should befall him along the way in which 

you go, then you would bring down my gray hair with sorrow to the grave."  

 

Chapter 43:1-14 

Now the famine was severe in the land. 2And it came to pass, when they had eaten up the grain 

which they had brought from Egypt, that their father said to them, "Go back, buy us a little 

food." 3But Judah spoke to him, saying, "The man solemnly warned us, saying, "You shall not see 
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my face unless your brother is with you.' 4If you send our brother with us, we will go down and 

buy you food. 5But if you will not send him, we will not go down; for the man said to us, "You 

shall not see my face unless your brother is with you.'" 6And Israel said, "Why did you deal so 

wrongfully with me as to tell the man whether you had still another brother?" 7But they said, 

"The man asked us pointedly about ourselves and our family, saying, "Is your father still alive? 

Have you another brother?' And we told him according to these words. Could we possibly have 

known that he would say, "Bring your brother down'?" 8Then Judah said to Israel his father, 

"Send the lad with me, and we will arise and go, that we may live and not die, both we and you 

and also our little ones. 9I myself will be surety for him; from my hand you shall require him. If I 

do not bring him back to you and set him before you, then let me bear the blame forever. 10For if 

we had not lingered, surely by now we would have returned this second time." 11And their father 

Israel said to them, "If it must be so, then do this: Take some of the best fruits of the land in your 

vessels and carry down a present for the man--a little balm and a little honey, spices and myrrh, 

pistachio nuts and almonds. 12Take double money in your hand, and take back in your hand the 

money that was returned in the mouth of your sacks; perhaps it was an oversight. 13Take your 

brother also, and arise, go back to the man. 14And may God Almighty give you mercy before the 

man, that he may release your other brother and Benjamin. If I am bereaved, I am bereaved!" 

CHURCH FATHERS: 

 

REFLECTION:   

  

 

PRAYER:  

 

LESSON PREPARATION: 

SONG:    

 

VOCABULARY:    
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Asenath, Manasseh, Ephraim, Canaan, Israel  

  

INTRODUCTION: 

Review the life of Joseph up until Pharaoh made him second in command in Egypt. Remind the 

students about what will happen in Egypt: there will be 7 years of abundance followed by 7 

years of famine.  

 

LESSON BODY: 

During the years of abundance, Joseph made storehouses in all the cities and he gathered the 

grain, too much grain, into the stores. They gave up counting, for the number was beyond 

counting. During the years of abundance Joseph had two children from his wife, Asenath. He 

called the first born Manasseh, which means “to forget” because he said, “God had made me 

forget all my troubles and even the house of my father.” He called the second Ephraim, which 

means “abundant fruits” for “God had made me fruitful in the land of my humiliation.” The 

seven years of abundance ended and the seven years of hunger started to come, according to 

what Joseph predicted. All the countries had hunger and famine, except the land of Egypt. They 

continued to have bread. When the Egyptians ran out of food, they came to Pharaoh to ask for 

bread. Pharaoh told them to go to Joseph and “whatever he says to you, you do it.” Joseph 

opened all the stored food and he sold to the Egyptians. 

 

Joseph’s Brothers First Trip to Joseph: 

When Jacob heard that there is grain in Egypt, he said to his sons, “Why are you waiting? I heard 

there is grain in Egypt. Go to Egypt and buy for us so we can live and not die.” 10 of the brothers 

of Joseph went down to Egypt to buy grain. But Jacob did not send Benjamin with his brothers 

for he was worried that he would be hurt. Remember that Joseph and Benjamin were the only 

children of Rachel, his beloved wife who died. The brothers came to Egypt, they came to Joseph 

and bowed before him with their faces to the ground. And what does this fulfill? Who 

remembers? This fulfilled the first dream that Joseph had when he was still with his father, the 

dream that he saw 11 sheaves of grain bowing down to his sheaf. The image of the dream was 

detailed to include the reason of why they bowed down – because of grain.  

Joseph recognized his brothers, but he did not reveal himself to them. And of course, they did 

not recognize him. He spoke to them harshly and asked them, “Where are you from?” They said, 

“From the land of Canaan. We came to buy food.” Joseph remembered the dreams that he 

dreamt about them, and he said to them, “You are spies, you came to see the weakness of our 
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land.” They said, “No master, your servants came to buy food. We are all the children of one 

man. We are honest, we are not spies.” He said to them, “No, you came to see the weakness of 

the land.” They answered, “We are 12 brothers, all the children of one man in Canaan. One of us 

is missing, and the youngest of us is with our father today.” Joseph was pressing to see what 

they would do today if they were asked about their brothers. Joseph said to them, “I still think 

you are spies. I will test you, and you will never come out of here, except if you bring your little 

brother to me. Send one of you to bring your brother and the rest of you, I will keep here to 

know if you really say the truth or not. Otherwise, as Pharaoh lives, you are spies.” So he put 

them in prison for three days. One the third day, Joseph brought them and said, “If you were 

honest, let one of you stay here, and the rest of you go, take grain for your houses but then 

come back and bring your little brother to me so I know that you are honest and you will not 

die.” So they did as he asked.  

Before the nine went home and they talked to each other and said, “We are guilty because of 

our brother, Joseph, when his soul was very stressed and begged us to have mercy on him and 

we did not listen. Therefore today we are in this trouble.” Reuben said to them, “Didn’t I tell 

you? Do not hurt the boy? And you did not listen to me. Today his blood is demanded of us.” 

They said this while Joseph stood, understanding. He was speaking in the Egyptian language and 

had a translator translate to them what he said. They were speaking in their own language, 

which he understood, but they did not know that he understood it, because they did not know 

him. When Joseph heard them say these things, he turned his face away and cried. Then he 

returned to them and spoke to them. He took Simeon and tied them before their eyes to put 

him in the prison.  Joseph ordered that their bags will be filled with grain and their money should 

be put back in their bags and they should get food for the road, and it was done. They carried 

their grain in their donkeys and they left from there. On their way home, one of them opened 

his bag to give food to his donkey and saw his money and he said to his brothers, “I received my 

money back.” They were greatly disturbed and they were afraid. And they asked each other why 

God is doing this to us. (They did not know that Joseph had ordered that their money be 

returned to them. They were afraid that the Egyptian master – Joseph – would think that they 

stole the food from him instead of paying for it).  

 

Joseph’s Brothers Second Trip to Joseph: 

The brothers came to Jacob their father and they told him everything. And they told him how 

the Egyptian master had kept Simeon and he would not release him until they bring Benjamin 

with them and then when they opened their bags, each found his money in his bag. When they 

saw this, Jacob and his children were greatly afraid. Jacob said to them, “You have taken my 

sons, Joseph is lost. Simeon is lost. And you want to take Benjamin?” Reuben spoke to his father 

saying, “Kill my son if I don’t bring him back to you. You give him to my own hands and I will 
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return him back to you.” Jacob refused and said “My son will not go with you. His brother died 

and he alone is left. If he is hurt on the way you will go through, you will bring my old age with 

great sadness, even to Hades.”  

But the famine increased. When the family of Jacob finished eating the grain they brought from 

Egypt, Jacob told them to go and buy more food. Judah reminded him that the man in Egypt had 

instructed them that they would not to see his face without their little brother with them: “So if 

you don’t give us our brother to go with us to buy food, we will not go, for the man said you 

shouldn’t see my face without your brother with you.” Jacob said, “Why are you doing this to 

me? Why did you tell the man that you have another brother?” They said, “The man asked 

about us and about our family. And he asked if our father still lives, and do you have another 

brother? We had to answer all these things. We didn’t know that he would say, bring your 

brother.” Judah said to Israel, his father, “Send the young boy with me so we may go and live 

and not die, neither us nor you, nor the rest of our children. I will protect his safety. From my 

hand, you request him. If I don’t bring him to you and make him stand before you, I am willing to 

be guilty before you all the days. For if we had not delayed, we could have gone and came back 

two times.” Israel, their father, said to them, “Do this. Take from the best fruits of our land and 

give a gift to the man. Take the money with you again, maybe they forgot to take it. May God 

almighty make him nice to you so he would set Simeon free and leave Benjamin to come back 

safely.  And if I lose my children then let it be.” The sons of Jacob took the gifts, Benjamin and 

double the money and went to Egypt. 

 

Suggestion for how to end the class: 

- Review the details of the first trip with the students. 

- Review the details of the second trip. 

- Ask them to think about how Joseph may have felt seeing his brothers again after all that 

time (why he turned away his face and cried, and why he returned their money in their 

sacks).  

- Possible discussion topic: our relationship with our brothers and sisters. Do we love them 

in the way that Joseph loved his brothers?  

 

 

PLAN AND MATERIALS:  

 Idea:  

 Scrap book building  



99 

 

  

 Coloring:  

 

CONCLUSION 

1. Review the details of the first trip with the students 

2. Review the details of the second trip  

3. Ask them to think about how Joseph may have felt seeing his brothers again after all that 

time (why he turned away his face and cried, and why he returned their money in their 

sacks).  

4. Discussion about how we love our siblings  

 

REVIEW QUESTIONS: 

Q: What were Joseph’s children’s names and what did they mean? 

A: He called the first born Manasseh, which means “to forget” because he said, “God had made 

me forget all my troubles and even the house of my father.” He called the second Ephraim, 

which means “abundant fruits” for “God had made me fruitful in the land of my humiliation.” 

Q: Did Jacob and his children have food in Canaan? What did they do about it? 

A: No, the famine was in all the countries. The only country that had food was Egypt. Jacob told 

his children to go to Egypt to buy grain. All of them went, except for Benjamin (10) 

Q: Why did Joseph treat his brothers harshly and not reveal himself to them right away? 

A: He was testing them, to test their love for each other as brothers. 

Q: What was the command Joseph gave to his brothers before they left after their first trip? 

A: That they would have to come back with Benjamin, or else they would not see his face nor get 

any food. 

Q: Which brother was able to get Jacob to agree to let Benjamin go with them the second time? 

What did he say? 

A: Judah; he said, “Send the young boy with me so we may go and live and not die, neither us 

nor you, nor the rest of our children. I will protect his safety. From my hand, you request him. If I 
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don’t bring him to you and make him stand before you, I am willing to be guilty before you all 

the days.” 

 

VERSE TO REMEMBER: 
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UNIT 3:  THE OLD TESTAMENT FATHERS OF GOD’S FAMILY,  THE PATRIARCH JOSEPH 

FEEDS & FORGIVES THE FAMILY 

Purpose: 
   

5. LESSON 5: THE COMING OF JACOB’S FAMILY TO  EGYPT 

 

SERVANT PREPARATION: 

VERSE & REFERENCES:   

 

Genesis 43:15-34 

15So the men took that present and Benjamin, and they took double money in their hand, and 
arose and went down to Egypt; and they stood before Joseph. 16When Joseph saw Benjamin with 
them, he said to the steward of his house, "Take these men to my home, and slaughter an animal 
and make ready; for these men will dine with me at noon." 17Then the man did as Joseph 
ordered, and the man brought the men into Joseph's house. 18Now the men were afraid because 
they were brought into Joseph's house; and they said, "It is because of the money, which was 
returned in our sacks the first time, that we are brought in, so that he may make a case against 
us and seize us, to take us as slaves with our donkeys." 19When they drew near to the steward of 
Joseph's house, they talked with him at the door of the house, 20and said, "O sir, we indeed came 
down the first time to buy food; 21but it happened, when we came to the encampment, that we 
opened our sacks, and there, each man's money was in the mouth of his sack, our money in full 
weight; so we have brought it back in our hand. 22And we have brought down other money in our 
hands to buy food. We do not know who put our money in our sacks." 23But he said, "Peace be 
with you, do not be afraid. Your God and the God of your father has given you treasure in your 
sacks; I had your money." Then he brought Simeon out to them. 24So the man brought the men 
into Joseph's house and gave them water, and they washed their feet; and he gave their donkeys 
feed. 25Then they made the present ready for Joseph's coming at noon, for they heard that they 
would eat bread there. 26And when Joseph came home, they brought him the present which was 
in their hand into the house, and bowed down before him to the earth. 27Then he asked them 
about their well-being, and said, "Is your father well, the old man of whom you spoke? Is he still 
alive?" 28And they answered, "Your servant our father is in good health; he is still alive." And they 
bowed their heads down and prostrated themselves. 
29Then he lifted his eyes and saw his brother Benjamin, his mother's son, and said, "Is this your 
younger brother of whom you spoke to me?" And he said, "God be gracious to you, my son." 
30Now his heart yearned for his brother; so Joseph made haste and sought somewhere to weep. 
And he went into his chamber and wept there. 31Then he washed his face and came out; and he 
restrained himself, and said, "Serve the bread." 32So they set him a place by himself, and them by 
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themselves, and the Egyptians who ate with him by themselves; because the Egyptians could not 
eat food with the Hebrews, for that is an abomination to the Egyptians. 33And they sat before 
him, the firstborn according to his birthright and the youngest according to his youth; and the 
men looked in astonishment at one another. 34Then he took servings to them from before him, 
but Benjamin's serving was five times as much as any of theirs. So they drank and were merry 
with him. 
 

Genesis 44 

And he commanded the steward of his house, saying, "Fill the men's sacks with food, as much as 
they can carry, and put each man's money in the mouth of his sack. 2Also put my cup, the silver 
cup, in the mouth of the sack of the youngest, and his grain money." So he did according to the 
word that Joseph had spoken. 3As soon as the morning dawned, the men were sent away, they 
and their donkeys. 4When they had gone out of the city, and were not yet far off, Joseph said to 
his steward, "Get up, follow the men; and when you overtake them, say to them, "Why have you 
repaid evil for good? 5Is not this the one from which my lord drinks, and with which he indeed 
practices divination? You have done evil in so doing.'" 6So he overtook them, and he spoke to 
them these same words. 7And they said to him, "Why does my lord say these words? Far be it 
from us that your servants should do such a thing. 8Look, we brought back to you from the land 
of Canaan the money which we found in the mouth of our sacks. How then could we steal silver 
or gold from your lord's house? 9With whomever of your servants it is found, let him die, and we 
also will be my lord's slaves." 10And he said, "Now also let it be according to your words; he with 
whom it is found shall be my slave, and you shall be blameless." 11Then each man speedily let 
down his sack to the ground, and each opened his sack. 12So he searched. He began with the 
oldest and left off with the youngest; and the cup was found in Benjamin's sack. 13Then they tore 
their clothes, and each man loaded his donkey and returned to the city. 14So Judah and his 
brothers came to Joseph's house, and he was still there; and they fell before him on the ground. 
15And Joseph said to them, "What deed is this you have done? Did you not know that such a man 
as I can certainly practice divination?" 16Then Judah said, "What shall we say to my lord? What 
shall we speak? Or how shall we clear ourselves? God has found out the iniquity of your servants; 
here we are, my lord's slaves, both we and he also with whom the cup was found." 17But he said, 
"Far be it from me that I should do so; the man in whose hand the cup was found, he shall be my 
slave. And as for you, go up in peace to your father."  
18Then Judah came near to him and said: "O my lord, please let your servant speak a word in my 
lord's hearing, and do not let your anger burn against your servant; for you are even like 
Pharaoh. 19My lord asked his servants, saying, "Have you a father or a brother?' 20And we said to 
my lord, "We have a father, an old man, and a child of his old age, who is young; his brother is 
dead, and he alone is left of his mother's children, and his father loves him.' 21Then you said to 
your servants, "Bring him down to me, that I may set my eyes on him.' 22And we said to my lord, 
"The lad cannot leave his father, for if he should leave his father, his father would die.' 23But you 
said to your servants, "Unless your youngest brother comes down with you, you shall see my face 
no more.' 24"So it was, when we went up to your servant my father, that we told him the words 
of my lord. 25And our father said, "Go back and buy us a little food.' 26But we said, "We cannot go 
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down; if our youngest brother is with us, then we will go down; for we may not see the man's 
face unless our youngest brother is with us.' 27Then your servant my father said to us, "You know 
that my wife bore me two sons; 28and the one went out from me, and I said, "Surely he is torn to 
pieces"; and I have not seen him since. 29But if you take this one also from me, and calamity 
befalls him, you shall bring down my gray hair with sorrow to the grave.' 30"Now therefore, when 
I come to your servant my father, and the lad is not with us, since his life is bound up in the lad's 
life, 31it will happen, when he sees that the lad is not with us, that he will die. So your servants 
will bring down the gray hair of your servant our father with sorrow to the grave. 32For your 
servant became surety for the lad to my father, saying, "If I do not bring him back to you, then I 
shall bear the blame before my father forever.' 33Now therefore, please let your servant remain 
instead of the lad as a slave to my lord, and let the lad go up with his brothers. 34For how shall I 
go up to my father if the lad is not with me, lest perhaps I see the evil that would come upon my 
father?"  

 

Genesis 45 

Then Joseph could not restrain himself before all those who stood by him, and he cried out, 
"Make everyone go out from me!" So no one stood with him while Joseph made himself known to 
his brothers. 2And he wept aloud, and the Egyptians and the house of Pharaoh heard it. 
3Then Joseph said to his brothers, "I am Joseph; does my father still live?" But his brothers could 
not answer him, for they were dismayed in his presence. 4And Joseph said to his brothers, "Please 
come near to me." So they came near. Then he said: "I am Joseph your brother, whom you sold 
into Egypt. 5But now, do not therefore be grieved or angry with yourselves because you sold me 
here; for God sent me before you to preserve life. 6For these two years the famine has been in the 
land, and there are still five years in which there will be neither plowing nor harvesting. 7And God 
sent me before you to preserve a posterity for you in the earth, and to save your lives by a great 
deliverance. 8So now it was not you who sent me here, but God; and He has made me a father to 
Pharaoh, and lord of all his house, and a ruler throughout all the land of Egypt. 9"Hurry and go up 
to my father, and say to him, "Thus says your son Joseph: "God has made me lord of all Egypt; 
come down to me, do not tarry. 10You shall dwell in the land of Goshen, and you shall be near to 
me, you and your children, your children's children, your flocks and your herds, and all that you 
have. 11There I will provide for you, lest you and your household, and all that you have, come to 
poverty; for there are still five years of famine."' 12"And behold, your eyes and the eyes of my 
brother Benjamin see that it is my mouth that speaks to you. 13So you shall tell my father of all 
my glory in Egypt, and of all that you have seen; and you shall hurry and bring my father down 
here." 14Then he fell on his brother Benjamin's neck and wept, and Benjamin wept on his neck. 
15Moreover he kissed all his brothers and wept over them, and after that his brothers talked with 
him. 16Now the report of it was heard in Pharaoh's house, saying, "Joseph's brothers have come." 
So it pleased Pharaoh and his servants well. 17And Pharaoh said to Joseph, "Say to your brothers, 
"Do this: Load your animals and depart; go to the land of Canaan. 18Bring your father and your 
households and come to me; I will give you the best of the land of Egypt, and you will eat the fat 
of the land. 19Now you are commanded--do this: Take carts out of the land of Egypt for your little 
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ones and your wives; bring your father and come. 20Also do not be concerned about your goods, 
for the best of all the land of Egypt is yours.'" 21Then the sons of Israel did so; and Joseph gave 
them carts, according to the command of Pharaoh, and he gave them provisions for the journey. 
22He gave to all of them, to each man, changes of garments; but to Benjamin he gave three 
hundred pieces of silver and five changes of garments. 23And he sent to his father these things: 
ten donkeys loaded with the good things of Egypt, and ten female donkeys loaded with grain, 
bread, and food for his father for the journey. 24So he sent his brothers away, and they departed; 
and he said to them, "See that you do not become troubled along the way." 25Then they went up 
out of Egypt, and came to the land of Canaan to Jacob their father. 26And they told him, saying, 
"Joseph is still alive, and he is governor over all the land of Egypt." And Jacob's heart stood still, 
because he did not believe them. 27But when they told him all the words which Joseph had said to 
them, and when he saw the carts which Joseph had sent to carry him, the spirit of Jacob their 
father revived. 28Then Israel said, "It is enough. Joseph my son is still alive. I will go and see him 
before I die." 

 

Genesis 46 

So Israel took his journey with all that he had, and came to Beersheba, and offered sacrifices to 
the God of his father Isaac. 2Then God spoke to Israel in the visions of the night, and said, "Jacob, 
Jacob!" And he said, "Here I am." 3So He said, "I am God, the God of your father; do not fear to 
go down to Egypt, for I will make of you a great nation there. 4I will go down with you to Egypt, 
and I will also surely bring you up again; and Joseph will put his hand on your eyes." 5Then Jacob 
arose from Beersheba; and the sons of Israel carried their father Jacob, their little ones, and their 
wives, in the carts which Pharaoh had sent to carry him. 6So they took their livestock and their 
goods, which they had acquired in the land of Canaan, and went to Egypt, Jacob and all his 
descendants with him. 7His sons and his sons' sons, his daughters and his sons' daughters, and all 
his descendants he brought with him to Egypt. 8Now these were the names of the children of 
Israel, Jacob and his sons, who went to Egypt: Reuben was Jacob's firstborn. 9The sons of Reuben 
were Hanoch, Pallu, Hezron, and Carmi. 10The sons of Simeon were Jemuel, Jamin, Ohad, Jachin, 
Zohar, and Shaul, the son of a Canaanite woman. 11The sons of Levi were Gershon, Kohath, and 
Merari. 12The sons of Judah were Er, Onan, Shelah, Perez, and Zerah (but Er and Onan died in the 
land of Canaan). The sons of Perez were Hezron and Hamul. 13The sons of Issachar were Tola, 
Puvah, Job, and Shimron. 14The sons of Zebulun were Sered, Elon, and Jahleel. 15These were the 
sons of Leah, whom she bore to Jacob in Padan Aram, with his daughter Dinah. All the persons, 
his sons and his daughters, were thirty-three. 16The sons of Gad were Ziphion, Haggi, Shuni, 
Ezbon, Eri, Arodi, and Areli. 17The sons of Asher were Jimnah, Ishuah, Isui, Beriah, and Serah, their 
sister. And the sons of Beriah were Heber and Malchiel. 18These were the sons of Zilpah, whom 
Laban gave to Leah his daughter; and these she bore to Jacob: sixteen persons. 19The sons of 
Rachel, Jacob's wife, were Joseph and Benjamin. 20And to Joseph in the land of Egypt were born 
Manasseh and Ephraim, whom Asenath, the daughter of Poti-Pherah priest of On, bore to him. 
21The sons of Benjamin were Belah, Becher, Ashbel, Gera, Naaman, Ehi, Rosh, Muppim, Huppim, 
and Ard. 22These were the sons of Rachel, who were born to Jacob: fourteen persons in all. 23The 
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son of Dan was Hushim. 24The sons of Naphtali were Jahzeel, Guni, Jezer, and Shillem. 25These 
were the sons of Bilhah, whom Laban gave to Rachel his daughter, and she bore these to Jacob: 
seven persons in all. 26All the persons who went with Jacob to Egypt, who came from his body, 
besides Jacob's sons' wives, were sixty-six persons in all. 27And the sons of Joseph who were born 
to him in Egypt were two persons. All the persons of the house of Jacob who went to Egypt were 
seventy. 
28Then he sent Judah before him to Joseph, to point out before him the way to Goshen. And they 
came to the land of Goshen. 29So Joseph made ready his chariot and went up to Goshen to meet 
his father Israel; and he presented himself to him, and fell on his neck and wept on his neck a 
good while. 30And Israel said to Joseph, "Now let me die, since I have seen your face, because you 
are still alive." 31Then Joseph said to his brothers and to his father's household, "I will go up and 
tell Pharaoh, and say to him, "My brothers and those of my father's house, who were in the land 
of Canaan, have come to me. 32And the men are shepherds, for their occupation has been to feed 
livestock; and they have brought their flocks, their herds, and all that they have.' 33So it shall be, 
when Pharaoh calls you and says, "What is your occupation?' 34that you shall say, "Your servants' 
occupation has been with livestock from our youth even till now, both we and also our fathers,' 
that you may dwell in the land of Goshen; for every shepherd is an abomination to the 
Egyptians."  

 

Genesis 48 

Now it came to pass after these things that Joseph was told, "Indeed your father is sick"; and he 
took with him his two sons, Manasseh and Ephraim. 2And Jacob was told, "Look, your son Joseph 
is coming to you"; and Israel strengthened himself and sat up on the bed. 3Then Jacob said to 
Joseph: "God Almighty appeared to me at Luz in the land of Canaan and blessed me, 4and said to 
me, "Behold, I will make you fruitful and multiply you, and I will make of you a multitude of 
people, and give this land to your descendants after you as an everlasting possession.' 5And now 
your two sons, Ephraim and Manasseh, who were born to you in the land of Egypt before I came 
to you in Egypt, are mine; as Reuben and Simeon, they shall be mine. 6Your offspring whom you 
beget after them shall be yours; they will be called by the name of their brothers in their 
inheritance. 7But as for me, when I came from Padan, Rachel died beside me in the land of 
Canaan on the way, when there was but a little distance to go to Ephrath; and I buried her there 
on the way to Ephrath (that is, Bethlehem)." 8Then Israel saw Joseph's sons, and said, "Who are 
these?" 9Joseph said to his father, "They are my sons, whom God has given me in this place." And 
he said, "Please bring them to me, and I will bless them." 10Now the eyes of Israel were dim with 
age, so that he could not see. Then Joseph brought them near him, and he kissed them and 
embraced them. 11And Israel said to Joseph, "I had not thought to see your face; but in fact, God 
has also shown me your offspring!" 12So Joseph brought them from beside his knees, and he 
bowed down with his face to the earth. 13And Joseph took them both, Ephraim with his right 
hand toward Israel's left hand, and Manasseh with his left hand toward Israel's right hand, and 
brought them near him. 14Then Israel stretched out his right hand and laid it on Ephraim's head, 
who was the younger, and his left hand on Manasseh's head, guiding his hands knowingly, for 
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Manasseh was the firstborn. 15And he blessed Joseph, and said: " God, before whom my fathers 
Abraham and Isaac walked, The God who has fed me all my life long to this day, 16 The Angel who 
has redeemed me from all evil, Bless the lads; Let my name be named upon them, And the name 
of my fathers Abraham and Isaac; And let them grow into a multitude in the midst of the earth." 
17Now when Joseph saw that his father laid his right hand on the head of Ephraim, it displeased 
him; so he took hold of his father's hand to remove it from Ephraim's head to Manasseh's head. 
18And Joseph said to his father, "Not so, my father, for this one is the firstborn; put your right 
hand on his head." 19But his father refused and said, "I know, my son, I know. He also shall 
become a people, and he also shall be great; but truly his younger brother shall be greater than 
he, and his descendants shall become a multitude of nations." 

20So he blessed them that day, saying, "By you Israel will bless, saying, "May God make you as 
Ephraim and as Manasseh!'" And thus he set Ephraim before Manasseh. 21Then Israel said to 
Joseph, "Behold, I am dying, but God will be with you and bring you back to the land of your 
fathers. 22Moreover I have given to you one portion above your brothers, which I took from the 
hand of the Amorite with my sword and my bow." 

 

Genesis 49:53 

33And when Jacob had finished commanding his sons, he drew his feet up into the bed and 
breathed his last, and was gathered to his people. 

 

Genesis 50:1-21 

Then Joseph fell on his father's face and wept over him, and kissed him. 2And Joseph commanded 
his servants the physicians to embalm his father. So the physicians embalmed Israel. 3Forty days 
were required for him, for such are the days required for those who are embalmed; and the 
Egyptians mourned for him seventy days. 4Now when the days of his mourning were past, Joseph 
spoke to the household of Pharaoh, saying, "If now I have found favor in your eyes, please speak 
in the hearing of Pharaoh, saying, 5"My father made me swear, saying, "Behold, I am dying; in 
my grave which I dug for myself in the land of Canaan, there you shall bury me." Now therefore, 
please let me go up and bury my father, and I will come back.'" 6And Pharaoh said, "Go up and 
bury your father, as he made you swear." 7So Joseph went up to bury his father; and with him 
went up all the servants of Pharaoh, the elders of his house, and all the elders of the land of 
Egypt, 8as well as all the house of Joseph, his brothers, and his father's house. Only their little 
ones, their flocks, and their herds they left in the land of Goshen. 9And there went up with him 
both chariots and horsemen, and it was a very great gathering. 10Then they came to the 
threshing floor of Atad, which is beyond the Jordan, and they mourned there with a great and 
very solemn lamentation. He observed seven days of mourning for his father. 11And when the 
inhabitants of the land, the Canaanites, saw the mourning at the threshing floor of Atad, they 
said, "This is a deep mourning of the Egyptians." Therefore its name was called Abel Mizraim, 
which is beyond the Jordan. 12So his sons did for him just as he had commanded them. 13For his 
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sons carried him to the land of Canaan, and buried him in the cave of the field of Machpelah, 
before Mamre, which Abraham bought with the field from Ephron the Hittite as property for a 
burial place. 14And after he had buried his father, Joseph returned to Egypt, he and his brothers 
and all who went up with him to bury his father. 15When Joseph's brothers saw that their father 
was dead, they said, "Perhaps Joseph will hate us, and may actually repay us for all the evil which 
we did to him." 16So they sent messengers to Joseph, saying, "Before your father died he 
commanded, saying, 17"Thus you shall say to Joseph: "I beg you, please forgive the trespass of 
your brothers and their sin; for they did evil to you."' Now, please, forgive the trespass of the 
servants of the God of your father." And Joseph wept when they spoke to him. 18Then his 
brothers also went and fell down before his face, and they said, "Behold, we are your servants." 
19Joseph said to them, "Do not be afraid, for am I in the place of God? 20But as for you, you 
meant evil against me; but God meant it for good, in order to bring it about as it is this day, to 
save many people alive. 21Now therefore, do not be afraid; I will provide for you and your little 
ones." And he comforted them and spoke kindly to them. 
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INTRODUCTION: 

Review previous lessons up to this point in Joseph’s life: Joseph’s brothers are on their way for 

their second trip to see Joseph, and they still do not know that it is Joseph. They are bringing 

Benjamin with them, and Jacob is very worried about him. 

 

LESSON BODY: 

So the brothers took the present from their father for the Egyptian master, and Benjamin, and 
took the double money in their hand and went down to Egypt and came and stood before 
Joseph. When Joseph saw Benjamin with them, he said to the steward of his house, "Take these 
men to my home, and prepare food, for these men will eat with me at noon." Then the man did 
as Joseph ordered, and the man brought his brothers into Joseph's house. Now the brothers 
were afraid because they were brought into Joseph's house; and they said, "It is because of the 
money, which was returned in our sacks the first time, that we are brought in, so that he may 
make a case against us and seize us, to take us as slaves with our donkeys." (They thought he 
was angry with them). So they asked the steward of Joseph’s house, and explained to him how 
they had come down the first time to buy food and how they discovered that their money had 
been returned to them without their knowledge. And they told him, “We have brought the 
money back in our hand. And we have brought down other money in our hands to buy food. We 
do not know who put our money in our sacks." But the steward said, "Peace be with you, do not 
be afraid. Your God and the God of your father has given you treasure in your sacks; I had your 
money." Then he brought Simeon out to them and they were reunited. (Remember, he had 
been in prison).  

And when Joseph came home, they brought him the present from their father and bowed down 
before him to the earth. Then he asked them about their well-being, and said, "Is your father 
well, the old man of whom you spoke? Is he still alive?" And they answered, "Your servant our 
father is in good health; he is still alive." And they bowed their heads down and prostrated 
themselves. 

Then Joseph noticed his brother Benjamin, his mother's son, and said, "Is this your younger 
brother of whom you spoke to me?" And he said to Benjamin, "God be gracious to you, my son." 
Now his heart yearned for his brother; so Joseph made haste and sought somewhere to weep. 
He had missed him greatly. And he went into his chamber and wept there. Then he washed his 
face and came out; and he held himself back, and said, "Serve the bread." So they sat down to 
eat. And Joseph had prepared their seating arrangement: the firstborn according to his birthright 
and the youngest according to his youth; and the brothers looked in astonishment at one 
another. (They were very shocked that he knew their ages!) Then he took servings to them from 
before him, but Benjamin's serving was five times as much as any of theirs.  
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He needed to test his brothers, to see if they would still get jealous of the favor that was shown 
to Benjamin, to see if they could now all live together peacefully (for before, they had been 
jealous of the favor shown to him). But the brothers did not get jealous, and they were all happy 
together, sharing a meal.  

Now Joseph had one more test for them after this: he commanded the steward of his house, 
saying, "Fill the men's sacks with food, as much as they can carry, and put each man's money in 
the mouth of his sack. Also put my cup, the silver cup, in the mouth of the sack of the youngest, 
and his grain money." Now remember - Who is the youngest? [Benjamin – the one who Jacob 
was very worried about]. So the steward did it, and the brothers were sent away at dawn. When 
they had gone out of the city, and were not yet far off, Joseph said to his steward, "Get up, 
follow the men; and when you overtake them, say to them, "Why have you repaid evil for good? 
Why did you steal my lord’s cup, from which he drinks? You have done evil in so doing.'"  

So the steward overtook them, and he said to them what Joseph had told him to say. And they 
said to him, "Why do you say this? Far be it from us that any of us should do something like that! 
Check all of our sacks - With whomever of your servants it is found, let him die, and we also will 
be my lord's slaves." (They knew that they had not stolen it). And he said, "With whomever I find 
the cup, he shall be my slave, and the rest shall be blameless.” Then each man speedily let down 
his sack to the ground, and each opened his sack. So he searched. He began with the oldest and 
left off with the youngest; and the cup was found in Benjamin's sack! Then the brothers tore 
their clothes, and each man loaded his donkey and returned to the city. So Judah and his 
brothers came to Joseph's house and they fell before him on the ground. And Joseph said to 
them, "What deed is this you have done? Did you not know that I would find out what you had 
done?" (Remember, he was testing them, to see their love for their brother). Then Judah said, 
"What can we say? How can we clear ourselves? God has found out the sin of your servants; 
here we are, your slaves, both we and he also with whom the cup was found." But Joseph said, 
"Far be it from me that I should take all of you as slaves; the man in whose hand the cup was 
found, he will be my slave. And as for you, go up in peace to your father."  

Then Judah came near to him and said: "O my master, please let your servant speak and do not 
be angry with me, for you are even like Pharaoh.” And Judah explained to him about how much 
his father loved Benjamin and how worried he was about him coming to Egypt, and that if 
Benjamin did not come back to him, Jacob would die, because he had already lost one of his 
sons (meaning Joseph). Then Judah said to him, “Now therefore, please let me remain instead of 
the boy as your slave, and let the boy go home with his brothers. For how shall I go up to my 
father if the boy is not with me, lest perhaps I see the evil that would come upon my father?"  

Then Joseph was taken with the love of his brothers and could not hold himself back any more 
before all those who stood by him, and he cried out, "Make everyone go out from me!" So no 
one stood with him while Joseph made himself known to his brothers. And he wept aloud, and 
the Egyptians and the house of Pharaoh heard it. Then Joseph said to his brothers, "I am Joseph; 
does my father still live?" But his brothers could not answer him, for they were dismayed in his 
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presence. And Joseph said to his brothers, "Please come near to me." So they came near. Then 
he said: "I am Joseph your brother, whom you sold into Egypt. But now, do not therefore be 
grieved or angry with yourselves because you sold me here; for God sent me before you to 
preserve life. For these two years the famine has been in the land, and there are still five years in 
which there will be neither plowing nor harvesting. And God sent me before you to preserve 
your family and future generations in the earth, and to save your lives by a great deliverance. So 
now it was not you who sent me here, but God; and He has made me a father to Pharaoh, and 
lord of all his house, and a ruler throughout all the land of Egypt. Hurry and go up to my father, 
and say to him that his son Joseph is alive and is made master of all Egypt and wants you to 
come to him! And that I will provide for him and for you and your children and your 
grandchildren and your flocks and herds and all that you have. So that you do not become poor, 
because there are still five years of famine.”  

Then Joseph fell on his brother Benjamin's neck and wept, and Benjamin wept on his neck. And 
he kissed all his brothers and wept over them, and after that his brothers talked with him.  

[Discuss this reunion with the kids and help them to see how emotional it was for all of the 
brothers]. 

 

Then Joseph’s brothers went back to Canaan to bring Jacob and their families to come live in 
Egypt with Joseph, so that he could care for them and provide for them. God’s plan is unfolding! 
When the brothers came to Jacob and told him about Joseph, he fainted, and when he revived 
he said that he would go and see his son. So before he went to Egypt, Israel (Jacob) went and 
offered sacrifices to the God. Then God spoke to Israel in the visions of the night, and said, 
"Jacob, Jacob!" And he said, "Here I am." So He said, "I am God, the God of your father; do not 
fear to go down to Egypt, for I will make of you a great nation there. I will go down with you to 
Egypt, and I will also surely bring you up again; and Joseph will put his hand on your eyes." Then 
Jacob arose and the sons of Israel carried their father Jacob, their little ones, and their wives, in 
the carts which Pharaoh had sent to carry him. So they took their livestock and their goods, 
which they had acquired in the land of Canaan, and went to Egypt, Jacob and all his descendants 
with him. 

So when Joseph heard that his father was close by, he made ready his chariot and went up to 
meet his father Israel; and he presented himself to him, and fell on his neck and wept on his 
neck a good while. And Israel said to Joseph, "Now let me die, since I have seen your face, 
because you are still alive."  

And Jacob lived a while in Egypt with his sons, but the time grew near for him to die. And Joseph 
heard that his father was sick, so he took with him his two sons, Manasseh and Ephraim, to bring 
them to his father to bless them. Then Jacob said to Joseph: "God Almighty appeared to me in 
the land of Canaan and blessed me, and said to me, "Behold, I will make you fruitful and multiply 
you, and I will make of you a multitude of people, and give this land to your descendants after 
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you as an everlasting possession.' And now your two sons, Ephraim and Manasseh, are mine; as 
Reuben and Simeon, they shall be mine. Bring them to me, and I will bless them."  

[Have the kids act out the following part, with the script so that they can understand exactly 
what took place. Explain to them also that usually the firstborn would be blessed with the right 
hand and receive the bigger blessing]. 

Now the eyes of Israel were dim with age, so that he could not see. Then Joseph brought them 
near him, and he kissed them and hugged them. And Israel said to Joseph, "I had not thought to 
see your face; but in fact, God has also shown me your children!" So Joseph brought them from 
beside his knees, and he bowed down with his face to the earth. And Joseph took them both, 
Ephraim with his right hand toward Israel's left hand, and Manasseh with his left hand toward 
Israel's right hand, and brought them near him. Then Israel stretched out his right hand and laid 
it on Ephraim's head, who was the younger, and his left hand on Manasseh's head, guiding his 
hands knowingly, for Manasseh was the firstborn. And he blessed Joseph, and said: "God, before 
whom my fathers Abraham and Isaac walked, The God who has fed me all my life long to this 
day, the Angel who has redeemed me from all evil, Bless the lads; Let my name be named upon 
them, And the name of my fathers Abraham and Isaac; And let them grow into a multitude in 
the midst of the earth." Now when Joseph saw that his father laid his right hand on the head of 
Ephraim, it displeased him; so he took hold of his father's hand to remove it from Ephraim's 
head to Manasseh's head. And Joseph said to his father, "Not so, my father, for this one is the 
firstborn; put your right hand on his head." But his father refused and said, "I know, my son, I 
know. He also shall become a people, and he also shall be great; but truly his younger brother 
shall be greater than he, and his descendants shall become a multitude of nations." 

And Jacob also blessed his twelve sons, and then breathed his last and was gathered to his 
people. And Joseph fell on his father's face and wept over him, and kissed him. And his whole 
family mourned for him many days. 

 

Now after the mourning period for their father was ended, Joseph’s brothers began to be afraid 
and said, “Perhaps Joseph will hate us, and may actually repay us for all the evil which we did to 
him." So they sent messengers to Joseph, saying, "Before your father died he commanded, 
saying, "Thus you shall say to Joseph: "I beg you, please forgive the trespass of your brothers and 
their sin; for they did evil to you."' Now, please, forgive the trespass of the servants of the God 
of your father." And Joseph wept when they spoke to him. Then his brothers also went and fell 
down before his face, and they said, "Behold, we are your servants." Joseph said to them, "Do 
not be afraid, for am I in the place of God? But as for you, you meant evil against me; but God 
meant it for good, in order to bring it about as it is this day, to save many people alive. Now 
therefore, do not be afraid; I will provide for you and your little ones." And he comforted them 
and spoke kindly to them.  
 

 



112 

 

PLAN AND MATERIALS:  

 Idea:  

 Scrap book building  

  

 Coloring:  

 

CONCLUSION 

1. Joseph tests his brothers and reveals himself 

2. Joseph meets his father  

3. Jacob blesses the 2 children of Joseph and counts them as his own kids  

4. Jacob dies 

5. Joseph forgives his brothers  

REVIEW QUESTIONS: 

Q: How do we know that it was very difficult and emotional for Joseph to see his brothers, and 

especially Benjamin? 

A: Because the Bible says he had to quickly find somewhere to go and cry when he saw him. And 

that when he came back to them, he needed to “hold himself back.” 

Q: How did Joseph test his brothers the first time? Why did he do that? 

A: He gave Benjamin 5 times as much as anyone else at the dinner; he needed to test his 

brothers, to see if they would still get jealous of the favor that was shown to Benjamin, to see if 

they could now all live together peacefully (for before, they had been jealous of the favor shown 

to him by his father). But the brothers did not get jealous, and they were all happy together, 

sharing a meal. 

Q: What was Joseph’s second test of his brothers? 

A: He ordered that his silver cup be hidden in Benjamin’s sack, to make it look like Benjamin had 

stolen it.  

Q: When the cup was discovered, what did the Judah offer to do? 

A: Judah offered to give himself in place of his brother, Benjamin, as a slave for the rest of his 

life.  
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Q: What did Joseph see in this test? 

A: That his brothers really had changed and their love for one another was godly and sacrificial; 

he could not keep himself back from them any longer after he saw that and he revealed himself 

to them.  

Q: What did Joseph say to his brothers, after their father died, and they were afraid that he 

would now show anger towards them? 

A: "Do not be afraid, for am I in the place of God? But as for you, you meant evil against me; but 

God meant it for good, in order to bring it about as it is this day, to save many people alive.” 

 

VERSE TO REMEMBER: 
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SEASONAL LESSONS 

Purpose: This unit covers the feasts and the seasons of the church. The main focus of this unit is 
to prepare the students to fully engage in the church life and celebrations.    

1. FEAST OF NYROUZ  

 

I. SERVANT PREPARATION: 

VERSE & REFERENCES:   

 
Psalm 42:1-4  
“As the deer pants for the water brooks, So pants my soul for You, O God. My soul thirsts for God, 
for the living God. When shall I come and appear before God? My tears have been my food day 
and night, While they continually say to me, "Where is your God?" When I remember these 
things, I pour out my soul within me. For I used to go with the multitude; I went with them to the 
house of God, With the voice of joy and praise, With a multitude that kept a pilgrim feast.” 

 

CHURCH FATHERS: 

 

A martyr from The Apostolic Fathers: St. Ignatius of Antioch 

Feast on the twenty-fourth day of Kiahk 

Virtually nothing is known of St. Ignatius’ life preceding his journey to martyrdom from Antioch 

to Rome.  St. Ignatius (about 35-107 C.E.) was probably born a pagan of Syrian origin.  In the year 

69 C.E, St. Ignatius was appointed as the second bishop of Antioch, succeeding St. Peter the 

Apostle.  Antioch is a city in Syria where St. Paul and St. Barnabas started their famous journey.  

Also at that time, St. Ignatius was a disciple of the apostle John.  

His Martyrdom 

St. Ignatius was ordered by the Roman prefect to be chained and sent to Rome during the reign 

of Emperor Trajan. When the Emperor heard that St. Ignatius had attracted many to believe in 

the Lord Christ through his teachings, the Emperor brought the saint and asked him, "Are you 

Ignatius the Theophoros?" St. Ignatius replied, "Yes, I am." The Emperor inquired about the 

meaning of his name. The saint replied saying, "Theophoros means 'God-bearer.'" The Emperor 
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asked, "Do you think that we do not carry our gods to support us in wars?" The Saint answered, 

"How can these statues be gods? Listen, there is no God except the only God that created the 

Heaven and Earth, and His Son Jesus Christ who was incarnated to save mankind. So if you had 

believed in Him, you would be content now in your kingship." The emperor attempted to 

persuade him to forsake Christianity, but he refused.  The Emperor was enraged, ordered him 

bound with chains, and taken to Rome to be thrown to the beasts.  

Despite the misery that St. Ignatius was subjected to, he was still always content and thankful.  

Ignatius responded to the Emperor’s orders by kissing the chains that would be his means of 

receiving the crown of martyrdom. He shouted in joy, “Thank You Lord, for You granted to honor 

me with the abundance of Your love.  You allowed me to be chained like Your Apostle Paul.”  He 

then left Syria under a heavy guardianship of ten soldiers.  Two members of his own church, 

Rufus and Zosimus, also accompanied him and were also eventually sentenced to death.  The 

believers tried to save St. Ignatius by paying bribes to the soldiers, but St. Ignatius refused, for 

he was yearning for martyrdom. He went on his way to Izmir (Smyrna) where the guards halted 

the journey for an extended rest stop.  This is where he wrote a letter to the Christians of Rome 

that said in it: "I am afraid that your love may be harmful. If you wish to prevent my death, that 

will not be difficult for you. But allow me to be slaughtered wherever the altar has been 

prepared... I am wheat which must be ground, to make bread, to be offered to Jesus Christ. 

Whenever the people will not behold me anymore, I will behold our Lord Jesus Christ."  

In Izmir (Smyrna) St. Ignatius was received with great honor by St. Polycarp and was visited by 

many priests, deacons, and members of neighboring Christian communities.  Onesimus, bishop 

of Ephesus, was also with Ignatius there.  Onesimus brought along a deacon named Burrhus who 

was a scribe, and with his help, Ignatius wrote letters to the churches.  He wrote thence to the 

Churches of Ephesus, Magnesia, and Tralles, letters of encouragement, and a fourth to the 

Church at Rome, begging them not to deprive him of martyrdom by intervention with the pagan 

authorities.   

From Izmir (Smyrna), the guards hauled Ignatius to the port city of Troas.  Burrhus the scribe 

stayed with him, still writing letters to the various churches.  He wrote to Philadelphia, Smyrna, 

and St. Polycarp.  Then he was taken from there through Macedonia and Illyria to Dyrrhachium, 

where he was embarked for Italy.   

When he arrived at the coliseum in Rome, the guards rushed him into the arena where he faced 

the wild beasts cheerfully as a person hurrying to eternal glory.  Two lions sprang upon him and 

left only  a few bones of him as the Saint delivered up his soul in the hand of the Lord.  Then the 

lion released him and went back to his place, and the believers came and carried his body with 
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great honor to a place that they had prepared for him in Antioch.  Emperor Theodosius the 

Young (408-450) put the relics in the temple of Fortune located in the center of Antioch, which 

was converted to a Christian church, and named it after St. Ignatius’ name.   

His Feast 

The feast of St. Ignatius is the 17th of October in the Roman Catholic calendar.  It is the 20th of 

December in the Greek Church.  The Coptic Church celebrates his feast on Kiahk 24 (January 2nd).   

His Letters 

St. Ignatius’ life is represented mainly by his letters and writings.  Seven of St. Ignatius’ writings 

composed on his way from Antioch to Rome are preserved.  The seven epistles are an invaluable 

testimony to the beliefs and internal organization of the early Christians. St. Ignatius is the first 

writer to stress the virgin birth. He firmly denounced Docetism and viewed the mystery of the 

Trinity as an implicit doctrine of faith. The only guarantee against heresy, he taught, is the 

church united under a bishop. St. Ignatius is also the first in Christian literature to use the word 

Catholic.  

The overall theme of St. Ignatius’ letters is best described by St. Paul the Apostle’s words, “Christ 

in you, the hope of glory!” (Col 1:27)  To St. Ignatius, union with Christ is more important than 

anything else imaginable.  St. Ignatius’ theme can be summed up by his final salutation to the 

Church of Smyrna, “I salute the bishop, worthy of God, and presbytery for God, and my fellow 

slaves, the deacons, and all of you, individually and together in the name of Jesus Christ and His 

flesh and blood, in union with God and with you.”  (St. Ignatius’ letter to Smyrna 12:2)  

Each of St. Ignatius’ letters is fairly similar in content, though each one has its own uniqueness.  

Perhaps the most common element of each letter is St. Ignatius’ emphasis of the unity of the 

church and the role of the bishop as the center of that unity.  He is most emphatic about the 

value and role of the Eucharist as the primary means of mediating the life of the risen Lord to 

the members of His body, the church.  The letters differ according to St. Ignatius’ delegations 

and conversations with the separate regions.  These letters are of immeasurable significance for 

the history of the dogma.   

His Teachings 

St. Ignatius’ letters reflect how fervidly he spoke and show us how he taught through intense 

religious zeal.  In his letters, St. Ignatius addressed the question, “how can we attain salvation?”  

He taught that salvation may be attained by “fellowship with Christ, the only source of life,” and 

“isolation from those whom we do not live the true life with.”  Also, he explained that we have 
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attained salvation through the death of our Lord Jesus Christ who was crucified to grant us life.  

Finally, salvation may be attained by our unity with the risen body of Christ.  The Lord is 

immortal life who grants us the new risen life and divine love.   

St. Ignatius’ letters reveal to us much of the history of the Church and the foundation of its true 

beliefs.  For instance, St. Ignatius proceeds to write about the Church’s role for Christians.  He 

explains that the Church is a place of sacrifice, presenting the Eucharist as the sacrifice of the 

Church.  It is a place of salvation, as salvation uses infinite love towards God to destroy death 

and the authority of the devil.  He states that the Church is a place of prayer, as the combined 

prayers of the clergy and people are much more powerful than those of the individual.  He also 

asserts that the Church is a place of purity, and all who are involved with the Church are pure.   

St. Ignatius is the first to use the term “Catholic Church,” denoting the faithful gathered 

collectively and universally.  It has been used in our liturgies, not to mean universality in 

location, but the spiritual existence in relation with the one altar and one Eucharist.  It is the 

Church who gathers in love and unity in Christ.   

St. Ignatius has also reiterated the function of the sacraments in our church’s early history.  

Baptism is among the sacraments that St. Ignatius wrote about.  He taught that baptism was 

necessary for Jesus to purify the water from the dominion of the devil and to fulfill every 

righteousness.  St. Ignatius also taught of the sacrament of the Eucharist.  He affirmed that it is 

the primary means of mediating the life of the risen Lord to the members of the church and 

renewing our spiritual life.  St. Ignatius has also underlined the rules of marriage.  He declared 

that marriages must be held before the bishop and through his approval, as he is the father of 

the couple, and he emphasized the importance of celibacy and the sanctity of marriage.  St. 

Ignatius also had very much to say about priesthood, as he was the bishop of Antioch.   

 

St. Ignatius also had much to contribute to the hierarchical orders of the church.  He portrayed a 

vivid picture of the ranks of priesthood and their place in ministering.  He also confirmed that 

God had established these ranks by his own will and through the Holy Spirit, and thus they are to 

be respected regardless of their age or any trivial matters.  The idea that the head of the Church 

represents Christ causes Ignatius to view these positions with great dignity, yet humility.  He also 

manifests the great responsibility that priests and bishops must have, because without them not 

even baptism, agape, or Eucharist may be celebrated.   

 

Finally, St. Ignatius taught that we must follow the perfect example; that of Christ.  As Christ 

imitated his Father so must we imitate Christ.  St. Ignatius chose to be martyred as the perfect 

imitation of Christ; hence “only he is the true disciple of Christ who is ready to sacrifice his own 
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life for Him.”  St. Ignatius teaches that we must always seek Christ, placing Him who died for us 

before all the earth.  Thus we must always yearn to be in God’s hands and never fear death, as 

death is actually bondage of the devil. 

THE EPISTLE OF IGNATIUS 

TO THE ROMANS 

Ignatius, who is also called Theophorus, to the Church which has obtained mercy, through the 
majesty of the Most High Father, and Jesus Christ, His only-begotten Son; the Church which is 
beloved and enlightened by the will of Him that wills all things which are according to the love of 
Jesus Christ our God, which also presides in the place of the region of the Romans, worthy of God, 
worthy of honor, worthy of the highest happiness, worthy of praise, worthy of obtaining her 
every desire, worthy of being deemed holy, and which presides over love, is named from Christ, 
and from the Father, which I also salute in the name of Jesus Christ, the Son of the Father: to 
those who are united, both according to the flesh and spirit, to every one of His commandments; 
who are filled inseparably with the grace of God, and are purified from every strange taint, [I 
wish] abundance of happiness unblameably, in Jesus Christ our God. 

 

CHAPTER 1: AS A PRISONER, I HOPE TO SEE YOU 

Through prayer to God I have obtained the privilege of seeing your most worthy faces, and have 
even been granted more than I requested; for I hope as a prisoner in Christ Jesus to salute you, if 
indeed it be the will of God that I be thought worthy of attaining unto the end. For the beginning 
has been well ordered, if I may obtain grace to cling to my lot without hindrance unto the end. 
For I am afraid of your love, lest it should do me an injury. For it is easy for you to accomplish 
what you please; but it is difficult for me to attain to God, if ye spare me. 

 

CHAPTER 2: DO NOT SAVE ME FROM MARTYRDOM 

For it is not my desire to act towards you as a man-pleaser, but as pleasing God, even as also ye 
please Him. For neither shall I ever have such [another] opportunity of attaining to God; nor will 
ye, if ye shall now be silent, ever be entitled to the honor of a better work. For if ye are silent 
concerning me, I shall become God’s; but if you show your love to my flesh, I shall again have to 
run my race. Pray, then, do not seek to confer any greater favor upon me than that I be 
sacrificed to God while the altar is still prepared; that, being gathered together in love, ye may 
sing praise to the Father, through Christ Jesus, that God has deemed me, the bishop of Syria, 
worthy to be sent for from the east unto the west. It is good to set from the world unto God, 
that I may rise again to Him. 

 



119 

 

CHAPTER 3: PRAY RATHER THAT I MAY ATTAIN TO MARTYRDOM 

You have never envied any one; ye have taught others. Now I desire that those things may be 
confirmed [by your conduct], which in your instructions ye enjoin [on others]. Only request in 
my behalf both inward and outward strength, that I may not only speak, but [truly] will; and that 
I may not merely be called a Christian, but really be found to be one. For if I be truly found [a 
Christian], I may also be called one, and be then deemed faithful, when I shall no longer appear 
to the world. Nothing visible is eternal. “For the things which are seen are temporal, but the 
things which are not seen are eternal.” For our God, Jesus Christ, Now that He is with the Father, 
is all the more revealed [in His glory]. Christianity is not a thing of silence only, but also of 
[manifest] greatness. 

 

CHAPTER 4: ALLOW ME TO FALL A PREY TO THE WILD BEASTS 

I write to the Churches, and impress on them all, that I shall willingly die for God, unless ye 
hinder me. I beseech of you not to show an unseasonable good-will towards me. Suffer me to 
become food for the wild beasts, through whose instrumentality it will be granted me to attain 
to God. I am the wheat of God, and let me be ground by the teeth of the wild beasts, that I may 
be found the pure bread of Christ. Rather entice the wild beasts, that they may become my 
tomb, and may leave nothing of my body; so that when I have fallen asleep [in death], I may be 
no trouble to anyone. Then shall I truly be a disciple of Christ, when the world shall not see so 
much as my body. Entreat Christ for me, that by these instruments I may be found a sacrifice [to 
God]. I do not, as Peter and Paul, issue commandments unto you. They were apostles; I am but a 
condemned man: they were free, while I am, even until now, a servant. But when I suffer, I shall 
be the freedman of Jesus, and shall rise again emancipated in Him. And now, being a prisoner, I 
learn not to desire anything worldly or vain. 

 

CHAPTER 5: I DESIRE TO DIE 

From Syria even unto Rome I fight with beasts, both by land and sea, both by night and day, 
being bound to ten leopards, I mean a band of soldiers, who, even when they receive benefits, 
show themselves all the worse. But I am the more instructed by their injuries [to act as a disciple 
of Christ]; “yet am I not thereby justified.” May I enjoy the wild beasts that are prepared for me; 
and I pray they may be found eager to rush upon me, which also I will entice to devour me 
speedily, and not deal with me as with some, whom, out of fear, they have not touched. But if 
they be unwilling to assail me, I will compel them to do so. Pardon me [in this]: I know what is 
for my benefit. Now I begin to be a disciple. And let no one, of things visible or invisible, envy me 
that I should attain to Jesus Christ. Let fire and the cross; let the crowds of wild beasts; let 
tearings, breakings, and dislocations of bones; let cutting off of members; let shatterings of the 
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whole body; and let all the dreadful torments of the devil come upon me: only let me attain to 
Jesus Christ. 

 

CHAPTER 6: BY DEATH I SHALL ATTAIN TRUE LIFE 

All the pleasures of the world, and all the kingdoms of this earth, shall profit me nothing. It is 
better for me to die in behalf of Jesus Christ, than to reign over all the ends of the earth. “For 
what shall a man be profited, if he gain the whole world, but lose his own soul?” Him I seek, who 
died for us: Him I desire, who rose again for our sake. This is the gain which is laid up for me. 
Pardon me, brethren: do not hinder me from living, do not wish to keep me in a state of death; 
and while I desire to belong to God, do not 

ye give me over to the world. Suffer me to obtain pure light: when I have gone thither, I shall 
indeed be a man of God. Permit me to be an imitator of the passion of my God. If anyone has 
Him within himself, let him consider what I desire, and let him have sympathy with me, as 
knowing how I am straitened. 

 

CHAPTER 7: REASON OF DESIRING TO DIE 

The prince of this world would fain carry me away, and corrupt my disposition towards God. Let 
none of you, therefore, who are [in Rome] help him; rather be ye on my side, that is, on the side 
of God. Do not speak of Jesus Christ, and yet set your desires on the world. Let not envy find a 
dwelling-place among you; nor even should I, when present with you, exhort you to it, be ye 
persuaded to listen to me, but rather give credit to those things which I now write to you. For 
though I am alive while I write to you, yet I am eager to die. My love has been crucified, and 
there is no fire in me desiring to be fed; but there is within me a water that lives and speaks, 
saying to me inwardly, Come to the Father. I have no delight in corruptible food, nor in the 
pleasures of this life. I desire the bread of God, the heavenly bread, the bread of life, which is the 
flesh of Jesus Christ, the Son of God, who became afterwards of the seed of David and Abraham; 
and I desire the drink of God, namely His blood, which is incorruptible love and eternal life. 

 

CHAPTER 8: BE YE FAVORABLE TO ME 

I no longer wish to live after the manner of men, and my desire shall be fulfilled if ye consent. Be 
ye willing, then, that ye also may have your desires fulfilled. I entreat you in this brief letter; do 
ye give credit to me. Jesus Christ will reveal these things to you, [so that ye shall know] that I 
speak truly. He is the mouth altogether free from falsehood, by which the Father has truly 
spoken. Pray ye for me, that I may attain [the object of my desire]. I have not written to you 
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according to the flesh, but according to the will of God. If I shall suffer, ye have wished [well] to 
me; but if I am rejected, ye have hated me. 

 

CHAPTER 9:  PRAY FOR THE CHURCH IN SYRIA 

Remember in your prayers the Church in Syria, which now has God for its shepherd, instead of 
me. Jesus Christ alone will oversee it, and your love [will also regard it]. But as for me, I am 
ashamed to be counted one of them; for indeed I am not worthy, as being the very last of them, 
and one born out of due time. But I have obtained mercy to be somebody, if I shall attain to 
God. My spirit salutes you, and the love of the Churches that have received me in the name of 
Jesus Christ, and not as a mere passer-by. For even those Churches which were not near to me in 
the way, I mean according to the flesh, have gone before me, city by city, [to meet me.] 

 

CHAPTER 10:  CONCLUSION 

Now I write these things to you from Smyrna by the Ephesians, who are deservedly most happy. 
There is also with me, along with many others, Crocus, one dearly beloved by me. As to those 
who have gone before me from Syria to Rome for the glory of God, I believe that you are 
acquainted with them; to whom, [then,] do ye make known that I am at hand. For they are all 
worthy, both of God and of you; and it is becoming that you should refresh them in all things. I 
have written these things unto you, on the day before the ninth of the Calends of September 
(that is, on the twenty-third day of August). Fare ye well to the end, in the patience of Jesus 
Christ. Amen. 

 

REFLECTION:   

It is no coincidence that the Coptic Calendar is the Calendar of martyrs. Our Coptic Church as the 

Bride of the Lamb, is also the mother of martyrs. We know that the faith of Christ could have not 

survived without the martyrs' blood that covered Egypt at different times and ages. There is not 

a city nor a town that had not been void of martyrs. There had not been a century that did not 

witness martyrdom of Copts. Martyrs are the precious sacrifices that the church offers to God 

from this passing world. 

First grade students should be taught about Nyrouz martyrs without unnecessary exposure to 

violent stories.  
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PRAYER:  

Praise is awaiting You, O God, in Zion; And to You the vow shall be performed.  

O You who hear prayer, To You all flesh will come. 

Iniquities prevail against me; As for our transgressions, You will provide atonement for them. 

Blessed is the man You choose, And cause to approach You, That he may dwell in Your courts. 
We shall be satisfied with the goodness of Your house, Of Your holy temple. 

By awesome deeds in righteousness You will answer us, O God of our salvation, You who are the 
confidence of all the ends of the earth, And of the far-off seas; 

Who established the mountains by His strength, Being clothed with power; 

You who still the noise of the seas, The noise of their waves, And the tumult of the peoples. 

They also who dwell in the farthest parts are afraid of Your signs; You make the outgoings of the 
morning and evening rejoice. 

You visit the earth and water it, You greatly enrich it; The river of God is full of water; 

You provide their grain, For so You have prepared it. 

You water its ridges abundantly, You settle its furrows; 

You make it soft with showers, You bless its growth. 

You crown the year with Your goodness, And Your paths drip with abundance. 

They drop on the pastures of the wilderness, And the little hills rejoice on every side. 

The pastures are clothed with flocks; The valleys also are covered with grain; They shout for joy, 
they also sing.   Psalm 65 

 

II. LESSON PREPARATION: 

SONG:    

O red dates your color is like... 

VOCABULARY:    
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1. Relic – part of a saints’ body  

2. Martyr – one who bears witness to the Truth, even up to death  

 

INTRODUCTION 

If your church owns relics of martyrs you can ask your students: Who here knows what all those 

red tubes are that we have in our church? Does anybody know what is inside them, why they are 

so special? [there are relics of the saints inside them!] Does anybody know on which feast we 

take out almost all of them? [Nyrouz! Nyrouz is one of the feasts of the church and it is the Coptic 

New Year. It comes every year in September. Every year, our church does a very big procession, 

even going outside and around the church, with all the deacons holding a relic]. Does anybody 

know which special saints’ relics we take out on Nyrouz? [The Martyrs]. Martyrs are people who 

were killed because they believed in Christ. They are most honored in the church and God gives 

them a very special place in Heaven. And on the Feat of Nyrouz, we remember the martyrs and 

we celebrate them (because we are happy that they were victorious on earth and are now with 

God in Paradise), we celebrate with them (because the church in heaven and the church on 

earth together worship and praise God joyfully), and we also thank God for giving the martyrs to 

His church because without them, the church would not have survived.  

LESSON BODY: 

 

THE MANY MARTYRS OF OUR CHURCH 

Take one copy of each one of the icons so that every martyr is represented and put them up on 

the board or at the front of the room so all the students can see them. Tell the students the 

names of each one of the martyrs. Explain to the students that each student will get to choose 

one of these icons, color their own icon, sign their name on the back, frame it, and then walk in 

the procession at church on Nyrouz vespers with their icon, showing the church this martyr so 

that the people can honor him/her.  

Have the students choose their icons. Have the ones who chose the same icons sit in groups. As 

each group is coloring their icon, one servant will come and sit with the students and (gently) 

explain the story of that martyr to them while they are coloring.  Servants will also help the 

students sign their names and frame their icons when they are finished coloring.  Icons will be 

stored in the classroom. Servants will come up with a plan for distributing the icons to the 

students on the feast vespers procession and will tell the students what they should do in order 

to get their icon on Nyrouz and to be ready to walk in the procession. Servants should carefully 
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plan and assist students to participate in the procession in co-ordination with the priest and the 

deacons. 

PLAN AND MATERIALS:  

The purpose of this class is to give the students a way to take part in the feast of Nyrouz. 

By coloring and framing their own icons in order to walk in the procession, the students 

will come to understand that they have a role in the church and an important place in the 

family of God. The stories of the saints’ lives will be told to the students while they are 

coloring.  

 Copies of the icons of martyrs for the students to color and frame preferably on 

cardpaper 

 Crayons and colored pencils  

 Frames  

 Decorations for the frames 

 A way for the students to sign their names to the back of their icon  

 A letter to the parents to bring their children on the eve of Nyrouz for vespers 

CONCLUSION 

1. REVIEW QUESTIONS: 

Q.  What is Nyrouz? 

A.  The feast of the new coptic year 

Q.  What do we celebrate on Nyrouz? 

A.  The Martyrs of the Church 

Q.  How do we celebrate the Nyrouz feast? 

A.  By Making a procession with relics and icons of martyrs 

Q.  What is a martyr? 

A.   One who bears witness to the truth even to the point of death 
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Q.  What is a relic? 

A.  A part of the body of the martyr. 

 

2. VERSE TO REMEMBER: 

Psalm 65:11 "You crown the year with Your goodness, And Your paths drip with abundance."  

Or, 

Philippians 1:21 “For to me, to live is Christ, and to die is gain."  
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SEASONAL LESSONS 

Purpose: This unit covers the feasts and the seasons of the church. The main focus of this unit is 
to prepare the students to fully engage in the church life and celebrations.    

2. FEAST OF THE CROSS   

 

I. SERVANT PREPARATION: 

A. VERSE & REFERENCES:   

 
John 12:32-34   

"And I, if I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all peoples to Myself." This He said, signifying by 
what death He would die. The people answered Him, "We have heard from the law that the 
Christ remains forever; and how can You say, "The Son of Man must be lifted up'? Who is this Son 
of Man?" 
 
 
Galatians 6:14  
But God forbid that I should boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world 
has been crucified to me, and I to the world. 

 
 
Matthew 24:29-31  
"Immediately after the tribulation of those days the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not 
give its light; the stars will fall from heaven, and the powers of the heavens will be shaken. 
30Then the sign of the Son of Man will appear in heaven, and then all the tribes of the earth will 
mourn, and they will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven with power and great 
glory. 31And He will send His angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and they will gather 
together His elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other." 

CHURCH FATHERS: 

St Cyril of Alexandria Commentary on St Luke 12:32,33 

Howbeit, after that Christ had given Himself unto the Father for our salvation as a Spotless 
Victim, and was now on the point of paying the penalties that He suffered on our behalf, we 
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were ransomed from the accusations of sin. And so, when the beast has been removed from our 
midst, and the tyrant is deposed, then Christ brings unto Himself the race that had strayed away, 
calling not only Jews but all mankind as well unto salvation through the faith that is in Him. For 
whereas the calling through the Law was partial, that through Christ was universal. For Christ 
alone, as God, was able to procure all good things for us. And with exceeding good omen, He 
speaks of being "uplifted" instead of being "crucified." For He would keep the mystery invisible 
to those intent on killing Him; for  they were not worthy to learn it: nevertheless, He allowed 
them that were wiser to understand that He would suffer because of all and on behalf of all. And 
especially I suppose any one might take it in this way, and very fitly; that the Death on the Cross 
was an exaltation which is ever associated in our thoughts with honor and glory. For on this 
account too Christ is glorified, forasmuch as the benefits He procured for humanity thereby are 
many. And by these He draws men unto Himself, and does not, like the disciples, lead them to 
another. He shows therefore that He is Himself by Nature God, in that He does not put the 
Father outside Himself. For it is through the Son that a man is drawn unto the knowledge of the 
Father. 

33 But this He said, signifying by what manner of death He should die. 

Hereby the Evangelist showed that the Lord did not suffer in ignorance, but voluntarily; and with 
full knowledge, not only that He was dying, but also in what manner: and He named the Cross 
[as His] death. 

St John Chrysostom commentary on the letter to the Galatians chapter 6:14 

Verse 14. “But far be it from me to glory, save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ.” 

Truly this symbol is thought despicable; but it is so in the world’s reckoning, and among men; in 
Heaven and among the faithful it is the highest glory. Poverty too is despicable, but it is our 
boast; and to be cheaply thought of by the public is a matter of laughter to them, but we are 
elated by it. So too is the Cross our boast. He does not say, “I boast not,” nor, “I will not boast,” 
but, “Far be it from me that I should,” as if he abominated it as absurd, and invoked the aid of 
God in order to his success therein. And what is the boast of the Cross? That Christ for my sake 
took on Him the form of a slave, and bore His sufferings for me the slave, the enemy, the 
unfeeling one; yea He so loved me as to give Himself up to a 

curse for me. What can be comparable to this! If servants who only receive praise from their 
masters, to whom they are akin by nature, are elated thereby, how must we not boast when the 
Master who is very God is not ashamed of the Cross which was endured for us. Let us then not 
be ashamed of His unspeakable tenderness; He was not ashamed of being crucified for thy sake, 
and wilt thou be ashamed to confess His infinite solicitude? It is as if a prisoner who had not 
been ashamed of his King, should, after that King had come to the prison and himself loosed the 
chains, become ashamed of him on that account. Yet this would be the height of madness, for 
this very fact would be an especial ground for boasting. 
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Verse 14. “Through which the world hath been crucified unto me, and I unto the world.” 

What he here calls the world is not the heaven nor the earth, but the affairs of life, the praise of 
men, retinues, glory, wealth, and all such things as have a show of splendor. To me these things 
are dead. Such an one it behooves a Christian to be, and always to use this language. Nor was he 
content with the former putting to death, but added another, saying, “and I unto the world,” 
thus implying a double putting to death, and saying, They are dead to me, and I to them, neither 
can they captivate and overcome me, for they are dead once for all, nor can I desire them, for I 
too am dead to them. Nothing can be more blessed than this putting to death, for it is the 
foundation of the blessed life. 
 

REFLECTION:   

The Church celebrates the feast of the finding of the Holy Cross with two processions. One short 

at vespers and another longer and more elaborate at Matins. Children would be excited to 

share in both processions, but because the feast in most years falls on week days, it might be 

impractical for them to participate in the morning one. All attention should be given to them 

in participating in the vespers procession. 

PRAYER:  

Lord, who on the sixth day, at the sixth hour You were nailed to the Cross for the sin that Adam 
dared 

to commit in paradise. Break the bonds of our sins, Lord Christ and save us. I cried to the Lord 
and He heard me. Lord accept my prayer and answer my supplication, hear me in the evening 
and in the morning and at noon. Hear my words and spare my soul.  

II. LESSON PREPARATION: 

SONG:    

Evol Heten pi-Estavros. 

 

VOCABULARY:    

Trinity, Blessed  

INTRODUCTION 
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I have a very important question for you today; the answer to this question has literally changed 

peoples’ lives. What is the most powerful sign in the whole world? [May need to provide 

examples of signs so that the students understand: a heart, an arrow, etc… Encourage them 

to think of truly the most powerful one]. The Cross. This is the most powerful sign in the 

world. 

LESSON BODY: 

 

THE SIGN OF THE CROSS 

Why is the Cross so powerful? Because when I sign myself with the Cross, I sign myself with the 

weapon that defeated the devil and sin.  Because when our Lord gave up Himself on the 

cross He brought us back to His kingdom. 

It is powerful because I say with it the Name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit (make 

the sign of the cross as this is being said). This is the Name of our God, of the Trinity. And it is 

the most important name and the most blessed name.  

I need to tell you something else – the sign of the Cross is almost like a secret for the Christians. 

Other people who are not Christian do not understand how special the Cross is to Christians 

and to them, it just seems like moving your hand around. But a Christian knows the secret, 

knows how powerful and how special the Cross is. Remember that.  

When I sign myself with the Cross, I go from top to bottom. This means something. Let me ask 

you – who went from the top to the bottom? What is up there, at the top? [Heaven]. And 

what is down here, that we are standing on? [Earth]. Who was living in Heaven and then 

came down to Earth? [Our Lord Jesus Christ]. So when I take my fingers and I go from top to 

bottom, I am doing what Christ did when He came from Heaven down to Earth and was born 

from St. Mary.  

Then after this, we go from left to right. This also means something very special. The left side 

represents the sadness and darkness we were in without Christ. Then when I move my 

fingers from the left side to the right side, this shows the change that Christ has done in my 

life – He moved me from a dark, sad place and to a place that is full of light and joy, moved 

me closer to Him.  

 

USING THE CROSS 
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Does anybody know when we use the sign of the Cross? [Anytime and all the time!] We use the 

cross before we do anything: before we leave our room, eat, sleep, do our work in school 

and at home. We also use the sign of the cross if we are ever scared or sad or angry. [Invite 

the students to name other times they would use the sign of the cross].  

 

PLAN AND MATERIALS:  

 

 Prepare wooden crosses for the students to carry during procession. have them decorating it 

during the class and write massages of love to Christ our Lord. 

CONCLUSION 

REVIEW QUESTIONS: 

Q.  Why the sign of the cross is powerful? 

A.  Because it is the sign that defeated the devil and that we say the Name of God with it 

Q.  When do we bless ourselves with the sign of the cross? 

A.  Before we start anything 

Q.  When I make the sign of the cross, why do I move my hand from my head to my belly? 

A.  To say that Our Lord came down from heaven to the belly of St Mary 

Q.   Why do I move my hand from left to right 

A.   To say that by the Cross of Our Lord we were moved from darkness and sadness to light and 

joy 

VERSE TO REMEMBER: 

 
Galatians 6:14  
But God forbid that I should boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world 
has been crucified to me, and I to the world. 
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Third Section 

Mini Reference 

 

THE LITURGICAL CYCLE 

 Every family has their own celebrations (for example: birthdays, anniversaries). The 

Church, as the family of God, comes to celebrate certain occasions.  

 The church invites all of us to celebrate the important occasions that made our faith as 

one body  

 What are the feasts we celebrate in general? 

o Feasts of the Lord- Major and Minor 

A. Major Feasts :  

1. Holy Nativity 

2. Holy Theophany 

3. Palm Sunday 

4. Covenant Thursday 

5. Holy Resurrection 

6. Holy Pentecost 

7. Holy Annunciation 

B. Minor Feasts: 

1. Presentation of the Lord into the 

Temple 

2. Circumcision 

3. Entry into Egypt 

4. Wedding of Cana of Galilee  

5. Holy Transfiguration 

6. Holy Ascension 

7. Thomas Sunday 

 In addition we celebrate the feasts of the saints on daily basis, except in 

the Holy fifty days, as we focus all our attention to the Resurrected Lord. 

 

o Fasting 

A. First Degree Fast: Absolute restriction to meat & dairy & seafood; includes 

every – 

-Wednesday and Friday (except during the 50 days after Resurrection) 

- the Great Lent,  

-Baramoun days,  

-Jonah’s Fast 

B. Second Degree Fast: Absolute restriction to meat & dairy- seafood is 

allowed; includes: 

- Advent,  
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-Fast of the Apostles,  

-the Fast of St. Mary 

 

 Moveable Feasts and Fasts 

o Moving Feasts and Fasts (do not come on a fixed date every year) 

1. Jonah’s fast 

2. Beginning of Holy Lent 

3. Holy Week 

4. Holy Resurrection 

5. Holy Pentecost 
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PRAYERS: 1ST GRADE 

1. The Sign of the Cross 

In the Name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, one God. Amen 

 

2. Our Father 

Our Father who art in Heaven 

Hallowed by Thy name 

Thy Kingdom come 

Thy will be done 

On Earth as it is in Heaven 

Give us this day our daily bread 

And forgive us our trespasses 

As we forgive those who trespass against us 

Lead us not into temptation 

But deliver us from evil 

Through Jesus Christ our Lord 

For Thine is the Kingdom, the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen 

 

3. Thanksgiving Prayer (section) 

Let us give thanks to the beneficent and merciful God, the Father of our Lord, God and 

Savior, Jesus Christ, for He has covered us, helped us, guarded us, accepted us unto Him, 

spared us, supported us, and brought us to this hour. Let us also ask Him, the Lord our 

God, the Almighty, to guard us in all peace this holy day and all the days of our life. 

O Master, Lord, God the Almighty, the Father of our Lord, God and Savior, Jesus Christ, 

we thank You for every condition, concerning every condition, and in every condition, 

for You have covered us, helped us, guarded us, accepted us unto You, spared us, 

supported us, and brought us to this hour.  

 

4. Introduction to the creed 

We exalt you, The Mother of the True Light. We Glory you, O saint, the Theotokos, for 

you brought for unto us the Savior of the Whole world; He came and saved our souls. 

Glory to You our Master, our King, Christ the pride of the Apostles, the crown of the 

martyrs, the joy of the righteous, the firmness of the churches, the forgiveness of sins. 

We proclaim the Holy Trinity in One Godhead. We worship and glorify Him. Lord Have 

Mercy, Lord Have mercy, Lord Bless. Amen. 
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5. Liturgy Responses 

A. Lord have mercy: Kereye lieson 

 

B. Glory be the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now and forever and 

to the age of all ages. Amen, Alleluia : Doxa patri ke eyou Ke Agiou Epnevmati Ke 

nin ke a-ee ke Ke yes tos e-onas Ton e-onon. Amen, Alleluia 

 

C. Peace be with you all: Irene Passe 

 

D. And with your spirit: Ke to pnevmati soo 

 

E. Alleluia. this is the day which the Lord has made, let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

O Lord save us, O Lord straighten our ways. Blessed is He who comes in the 

name of the Lord. Alleluia : Alleluia fai pe pi eho-oo eta ep Chois thamiof: maren 

thelil en ten oonof emmon enkhitf: O Ep  Chois  ek-e nahmen: O Ep Chois ek-e 

sooten nen moit: Ef-esmaro-oot enje  fi ethnioo khen ef raan em ep Chois: 

Alleluia  

F. Amen. Amen. Amen. Your death, O Lord, we proclaim. Your holy resurrection 
and ascension, we confess. We praise You, we bless You, we thank You, O Lord, 
and we entreat You, O our God. 

G. The golden censer is the Virgin, her aroma is our Savior. She gave birth to Him; 
He saved us and forgave us our sins. 

Tee-shory ennob te ti-Parthenos, pes-aro-mata pe pen-Soteer, asmisi emmof, 
afsoti emmon, owoh ka nen-novi nan e-vol. 

 

6. Seasonal Responses: 

A. Thok te ti gom nem bi ouh nem bi ezmouh nem bi amahi sha eneh. amin. Emanoel 

benouti pen oro. 

+ thok te ti gom nem bi ouh nem bi ezmouh nem bi amahi sha eneh amin 

bashoice 

essous bi ekhristos basotir en aghathos. (Tagom nem bi ezmoh bi ebchioce av 

shobe-niah av- soutiria efouaab). 

+ thok te ti gom nem bi ouh nem bi ezmouh nem bi amahi sha eneh. Amin 
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To you is the power, and the glory, and blessing for ever amen. Emanuel  our God 

and our king. 

+ To you is the power, the glory, the majesty for ever amen. My Lord Jesus Christ 

my good Savior. (My strength, and my hymnal is the Lord and he became my holy 

salvation). 

+ To you is the power, the glory, the majesty for ever amen. 

 

B. He ascended unto heaven and sent to us the Paraclete,  The Spirit of Truth the 

comforter, Amine Alleluia  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



136 

 

  CREATIVE ACTIVITIES  

 

Drawing and Art 

 Album/CD covers 

 Boxes (for art 

projects or 

collections) 

 Flyers 

 Greeting cards 

 Mobiles 

 Models from clay 

or dough 

 Mosaics 

(construction 

paper, paper punch 

holes, Easter egg 

shells, seeds) 

 Bulletin boards 

 Christmas trees 

 Collages (magazine 

pictures or odds 

and ends) 

 Displays 

 Banners 

 Book jackets 

 Booklets (bound 

with yarn or 

staples, accordion 

type) 

 Bookmarks 

 Doorknob hangers 

 Dot pictures 

 Finger paintings 

 Fingerprint pictures 

from ink pads 

(details with felt-

tipped pens) 

 Movies 

 Puppets 

 Sculpture (wire, 

paper, aluminum, 

foil, clay) 

 Sponge paintings 

 Stained-glass 

windows 

 Student-made 

storybooks 

 Texts lettered on 

seashells, rocks 

 Paper dolls 

 Paper weight 

 Photo albums with 

illustrations and 

captions 

 Photo essays 

(magazine pictures 

or photos) 

 Posters 

 T-shirts 

 Water pictures on 

the board 

 Yarn-and-cloth 

pictures 

 

 

Writing 

 TV shows 

 Web pages 

 Paraphrases of 

Bible passages 

 Poems 

 Prayers 

 Questions and 

answers 

 Quizzes 

 Reports 

 Riddles 

 Commercials 

 Conversations 

 Crossword puzzles 

 Diaries 

 Emails 

 Interviews 

 Letters 

 Litanies 

 Modern 

parables/stories 

 Newspaper 

headlines/stories 

 Skits 

 Speeches 

 Stories 

Audiovisuals 

 DVDs 

 Flannel boards 
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 LCD projectors 

 Maps 

 Models 

 Movies 

 Multimedia shows 

 Pictures 

 Power-point 

presentations 

 Bulletin boards 

 CDs 

 Chalk-talk 

 Charts 

 Computers 

 Concrete aids 

 Scrapbooks 

 Slides 

 Songs 

 Transparencies 

 Videocassettes or 

audiocassettes 

 

Role-Playing and 

Dramatizing 

 Cutouts on 

overheard 

projector 

 Puppet shows 

 Role-plays 

 Dramatic 

reading/storytelling 

 Gestures to songs 

 Plays

  

  

 

 

Speaking and singing 

 Panel discussions 

 Questions and 

answers 

 Singing 

 Storytelling 

 Discussions (small 

group/large group) 

 Guest speakers 

 Interviews 

 Lectures 

Playing games 

 Board games 

 Spelling bees 

 Team games 

 Trivia games 

 Drawing games 

 Icebreakers 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Quiz shows 

 Skill games 

 


