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THE CREATION  

DATE:  
REF ER EN C E :  
OBJECTIVE:  
VERSE:  

SEPTEMBER 13-14, 2014  

GENESIS 1 & COMMENTARY  
GOD'S LOVE AND CARE FOR US  
AND GOD SAW EVERYTHING THAT HE HAD MADE, AND,  
BEHOLD, IT WAS VERY GOOD. (GEN 1:31)  

 
 
1In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 2The earth was without form, 
and void; and darkness was on the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering 
over the face of the waters. 3Then God said, "Let there be light"; and  
there was light. 4And God saw the light that it was good; and God divided the light  
from the darkness. 5God called the light Day, and the darkness He called Night. So the 
evening and the morning were the first day.  
 
6Then God said, "Let there be a firmament in the midst of the waters, and let it divide 
the waters from the waters." 7Thus God made the firmament, and divided the waters 
which were under the firmament from the waters which were above the  
firmament; and it was so. 8And God called the firmament Heaven. So the evening  
and the morning were the second day.  
 
9Then God said, "Let the waters under the heavens be gathered together into one place, 
and let the dry land appear"; and it was so. 10And God called the dry land Earth, and 
the gathering together of the waters He called Seas. And God saw that it was good. 
11Then God said, "Let the earth bring forth grass, the herb that yields seed, and the 
fruit tree that yields fruit according to its kind, whose seed is in itself, on the earth"; and 
it was so. 12And the earth brought forth grass, the herb that yields seed according to 
its kind, and the tree that yields fruit, whose seed is in  
itself according to its kind. And God saw that it was good. 13So the evening and the  
morning were the third day.  
 
14Then God said, "Let there be lights in the firmament of the heavens to divide the day 
from the night; and let them be for signs and seasons, and for days and years;  
15"and let them be for lights in the firmament of the heavens to give light on the  
earth"; and it was so. 16Then God made two great lights: the greater light to rule the 
day, and the lesser light to rule the night. He made the stars also. 17God set  
them in the firmament of the heavens to give light on the earth, 18and to rule over  
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the day and over the night, and to divide the light from the darkness. And God saw  
that it was good. 19So the evening and the morning were the fourth day.  
 
20Then God said, "Let the waters abound with an abundance of living creatures, and let 
birds fly above the earth across the face of the firmament of the heavens."  
21So God created great sea creatures and every living thing that moves, with which  
the waters abounded, according to their kind, and every winged bird according to  
its kind. And God saw that it was good. 22And God blessed them, saying, "Be fruitful 
and multiply, and fill the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on the earth." 23So 
the evening and the morning were the fifth day.  
 
24Then God said, "Let the earth bring forth the living creature according to its kind: 
cattle and creeping thing and beast of the earth, each according to its kind"; and it was 
so. 25And God made the beast of the earth according to its kind, cattle according to its 
kind, and everything that creeps on the earth according to its kind. And God saw that it 
was good.  
 
26Then God said, "Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; let them 
have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, and over the  
cattle, over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth."  
27So God created man in His own image; in the image of God He created him; male 
and female He created them. 28Then God blessed them, and God said to them, "Be 
fruitful and multiply; fill the earth and subdue it; have dominion over the fish of the sea, 
over the birds of the air, and over every living thing that moves on  
the earth."  
 
BLESS THE LORD  

CHORUS:  BLESS THE LORD, O MY SOUL  
O LORD, YOU ARE SO GREAT  
BLESS THE LORD, O MY SOUL  
I WILL BE GLAD IN HIM  
 

 
YOU MADE ALL THINGS UPON THE EARTH  
THE OCEANS AND THE LAND  
AND EVERY CREATURE IN THIS WORLD  
WAS MADE BY YOUR COMMAND  
 

 
CHORUS:  
 

 
FOR ALL YOUR WORKS, I'LL PRAISE YOU, LORD  
I WILL REJOICE IN YOU  
AND FROM MY HEART I'LL SING THIS SONG  
SO THAT I MIGHT BLESS YOU  
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ADAM & EVE IN PARADISE  

DATE:  SEPTEMBER 20-21, 2014  

REF ER EN C E :  GENESIS 1:26-31 & GENESIS 2:7-25  
OBJECTIVE:  GOD'S LOVE AND CARE FOR US  
VERSE:  BLESS THE LORD, O MY SOUL (PSALM 103:1)  
 
 
26Then God said, "Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; let them 
have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, 
over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth." 27So God 
created man in His own image; in the image of God He created him; male and female 
He created them. 28Then God blessed them, and God said to  
them, "Be fruitful and multiply; fill the earth and subdue it; have dominion over the  
fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, and over every living thing that moves on  
the earth."  
 
29And God said, "See, I have given you every herb that yields seed which is on the face 
of all the earth, and every tree whose fruit yields seed; to you it shall be for food. 
30"Also, to every beast of the earth, to every bird of the air, and to everything that 
creeps on the earth, in which there is life, I have given every green  
herb for food"; and it was so. 31Then God saw everything that He had made, and  
indeed it was very good. So the evening and the morning were the sixth day.  
 
5before any plant of the field was in the earth and before any herb of the field had 
grown. For the LORD God had not caused it to rain on the earth, and there was no  
man to till the ground; 6but a mist went up from the earth and watered the whole face 
of the ground. 7And the LORD God formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed 
into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living being.  
 
8The LORD God planted a garden eastward in Eden, and there He put the man whom 
He had formed. 9And out of the ground the LORD God made every tree grow that is 
pleasant to the sight and good for food. The tree of life was also in the midst of the 
garden, and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.  
 
10Now a river went out of Eden to water the garden, and from there it parted and 
became four riverheads. 11The name of the first is Pishon; it is the one which skirts the 
whole land of Havilah, where there is gold. 12And the gold of that land is good. Bdellium 
and the onyx stone are there. 13The name of the second river is Gihon; it  
is the one which goes around the whole land of Cush. 14The name of the third river  
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is Hiddekel; it is the one which goes toward the east of Assyria. The fourth river is  
the Euphrates.  
 
15Then the LORD God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to tend and 
keep it. 16And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, "Of every tree of the garden 
you may freely eat; 17"but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil  
you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall surely die."  
 
18And the LORD God said, "It is not good that man should be alone; I will make him a 
helper comparable to him." 19Out of the ground the LORD God formed every beast of 
the field and every bird of the air, and brought them to Adam to see what he would call 
them. And whatever Adam called each living creature, that was its name. 20So Adam 
gave names to all cattle, to the birds of the air, and to every beast of the field. But for 
Adam there was not found a helper comparable to him. 21And the LORD God caused a 
deep sleep to fall on Adam, and he slept; and He took one of his ribs, and closed up the 
flesh in its place. 22Then the rib which the LORD God had taken from man He made into 
a woman, and He brought her to the  
man. 23And Adam said: "This is now bone of my bones And flesh of my flesh; She  
shall be called Woman, Because she was taken out of Man."24Therefore a man shall leave 
his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and they shall become one  
flesh. 25And they were both naked, the man and his wife, and were not ashamed.  
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NOAH'S ARK  

DATE:  SEPTEMBER 27-28,2014  

REF ER EN C E :  GENESIS 6-8 & LIFE OF NOAH  
OBJECTIVE:  GOD'S LOVE AND CARE FOR US  
VERSE:  I LOVE YOU, O LORD, MY STRENGTH (PSALM 18:1)  
 
 
1Now it came to pass, when men began to multiply on the face of the earth, and 
daughters were born to them, 2that the sons of God saw the daughters of men, that 
they were beautiful; and they took wives for themselves of all whom they chose. 3And 
the LORD said, "My Spirit shall not strive with man forever, for he is  
indeed flesh; yet his days shall be one hundred and twenty years." 4There were  
giants on the earth in those days, and also afterward, when the sons of God came in to 
the daughters of men and they bore children to them. Those were the mighty men who 
were of old, men of renown.  
 
5Then the LORD saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every 
intent of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually. 6And the LORD  
was sorry that He had made man on the earth, and He was grieved in His heart.  
7So the LORD said, "I will destroy man whom I have created from the face of the earth, 
both man and beast, creeping thing and birds of the air, for I am sorry that I have made 
them." 8But Noah found grace in the eyes of the LORD.  
 
9This is the genealogy of Noah. Noah was a just man, perfect in his generations. Noah 
walked with God. 10And Noah begot three sons: Shem, Ham, and Japheth.  
 
11The earth also was corrupt before God, and the earth was filled with violence. 12So 
God looked upon the earth, and indeed it was corrupt; for all flesh had  
corrupted their way on the earth. 13And God said to Noah, "The end of all flesh has  
come before Me, for the earth is filled with violence through them; and behold, I will 
destroy them with the earth.  
 
14"Make yourself an ark of gopherwood; make rooms in the ark, and cover it inside and 
outside with pitch. 15"And this is how you shall make it: The length of the ark  
shall be three hundred cubits, its width fifty cubits, and its height thirty cubits. 16"You 
shall make a window for the ark, and you shall finish it to a cubit from  
above; and set the door of the ark in its side. You shall make it with lower, second,  
and third decks. 17"And behold, I Myself am bringing floodwaters on the earth, to 
destroy from under heaven all flesh in which is the breath of life; everything that is  
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on the earth shall die. 18"But I will establish My covenant with you; and you shall  
go into the ark—you, your sons, your wife, and your sons' wives with you. 19"And of 
every living thing of all flesh you shall bring two of every sort into the ark, to  
keep them alive with you; they shall be male and female. 20"Of the birds after their  
kind, of animals after their kind, and of every creeping thing of the earth after its kind, 
two of every kind will come to you to keep them alive. 21"And you shall take for 
yourself of all food that is eaten, and you shall gather it to yourself; and it shall  
be food for you and for them."  
 
22Thus Noah did; according to all that God commanded him, so he did.  
 
1Then the LORD said to Noah, "Come into the ark, you and all your household, because 
I have seen that you are righteous before Me in this generation. 2"You shall take with 
you seven each of every clean animal, a male and his female; two each of animals that 
are unclean, a male and his female; 3"also seven each of birds of the air, male and 
female, to keep the species alive on the face of all the earth.  
4"For after seven more days I will cause it to rain on the earth forty days and forty  
nights, and I will destroy from the face of the earth all living things that I have  
made." 5And Noah did according to all that the LORD commanded him. 6Noah was  
six hundred years old when the floodwaters were on the earth.  
 
7So Noah, with his sons, his wife, and his sons' wives, went into the ark because of the 
waters of the flood. 8Of clean animals, of animals that are unclean, of birds, and of 
everything that creeps on the earth, 9two by two they went into the ark to Noah, male 
and female, as God had commanded Noah. 10And it came to pass after seven days that 
the waters of the flood were on the earth. 11In the six hundredth year of Noah's life, in 
the second month, the seventeenth day of the month, on that day all the fountains of the 
great deep were broken up, and the windows of heaven were opened. 12And the rain 
was on the earth forty days and forty nights.  
 
13On the very same day Noah and Noah's sons, Shem, Ham, and Japheth, and Noah's 
wife and the three wives of his sons with them, entered the ark— 14they and every 
beast after its kind, all cattle after their kind, every creeping thing that creeps on the 
earth after its kind, and every bird after its kind, every bird of every sort. 15And they 
went into the ark to Noah, two by two, of all flesh in which is the breath of life. 16So 
those that entered, male and female of all flesh, went in as God had commanded him; 
and the LORD shut him in.  
 
17Now the flood was on the earth forty days. The waters increased and lifted up the 
ark, and it rose high above the earth. 18The waters prevailed and greatly  
increased on the earth, and the ark moved about on the surface of the waters.  
19And the waters prevailed exceedingly on the earth, and all the high hills under  
the whole heaven were covered. 20The waters prevailed fifteen cubits upward, and  
the mountains were covered. 21And all flesh died that moved on the earth: birds  
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and cattle and beasts and every creeping thing that creeps on the earth, and every  
man. 22All in whose nostrils was the breath of the spirit of life, all that was on the dry 
land, died. 23So He destroyed all living things which were on the face of the  
ground: both man and cattle, creeping thing and bird of the air. They were  
destroyed from the earth. Only Noah and those who were with him in the ark remained 
alive. 24And the waters prevailed on the earth one hundred and fifty days.  
 
1Then God remembered Noah, and every living thing, and all the animals that were with 
him in the ark. And God made a wind to pass over the earth, and the waters subsided. 
2The fountains of the deep and the windows of heaven were also stopped, and the 
rain from heaven was restrained. 3And the waters receded continually from the earth. 
At the end of the hundred and fifty days the waters  
decreased. 4Then the ark rested in the seventh month, the seventeenth day of the  
month, on the mountains of Ararat. 5And the waters decreased continually until the 
tenth month. In the tenth month, on the first day of the month, the tops of the 
mountains were seen.  
 
6So it came to pass, at the end of forty days, that Noah opened the window of the ark 
which he had made. 7Then he sent out a raven, which kept going to and fro until the 
waters had dried up from the earth. 8He also sent out from himself a dove, to see if 
the waters had receded from the face of the ground. 9But the dove found no resting 
place for the sole of her foot, and she returned into the ark to him, for the waters were 
on the face of the whole earth. So he put out his hand and took her, and drew her into 
the ark to himself. 10And he waited yet another seven days, and again he sent the dove 
out from the ark. 11Then the dove came to him in the evening, and behold, a freshly 
plucked olive leaf was in her mouth; and Noah knew that the waters had receded from 
the earth. 12So he waited yet another seven days and sent out the dove, which did not 
return again to him anymore.  
 
13And it came to pass in the six hundred and first year, in the first month, the first day 
of the month, that the waters were dried up from the earth; and Noah removed  
the covering of the ark and looked, and indeed the surface of the ground was dry.  
14And in the second month, on the twenty-seventh day of the month, the earth  
was dried.  
 
15Then God spoke to Noah, saying, 16"Go out of the ark, you and your wife, and your 
sons and your sons' wives with you. 17"Bring out with you every living thing of all flesh 
that is with you: birds and cattle and every creeping thing that creeps on the earth, so 
that they may abound on the earth, and be fruitful and multiply on the earth." 18So 
Noah went out, and his sons and his wife and his sons' wives with him. 19Every animal, 
every creeping thing, every bird, and whatever creeps on the  
earth, according to their families, went out of the ark.  
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20Then Noah built an altar to the LORD, and took of every clean animal and of  
every clean bird, and offered burnt offerings on the altar. 21And the LORD smelled a 
soothing aroma. Then the LORD said in His heart, "I will never again curse the  
ground for man's sake, although the imagination of man's heart is evil from his  
youth; nor will I again destroy every living thing as I have done.22  "While  the  
earth remains, Seedtime and harvest, Cold and heat, Winter and summer, And day  
and night Shall not cease."  
 
 
THE ARKY, ARKY SONG  
THE LORD SAID TO NOAH: THERE'S GONNA BE A FLOODY, FLOODY (2)  
GET THOSE CHILDREN OUT OF THE MUDDY, MUDDY  
CHILDREN OF THE LORD  
 

 
CHORUS:  RISE AND SHINE AND GIVE GOD THE GLORY, GLORY (3)  

CHILDREN OF THE LORD  
 

 
THE LORD TOLD NOAH TO BUILD HIM AN ARKY, ARKY (2)  
BUILD IT OUT OF GOPHER BARKY, BARKY  
CHILDREN OF THE LORD  
CHORUS:  
 

 
THE ANIMALS, THE ANIMALS, THEY CAME IN BY TWOSIE, TWOSIES (2)  
ELEPHANTS AND KANGAROOSIE, ROOSIES  
CHILDREN OF THE LORD  
CHORUS:  
 

 
IT RAINED AND IT POURED FOR FORTY DAYSIE, DAYSIES (2)  
ALMOST DROVE THOSE ANIMALS CRAZY, CRAZIES,  
CHILDREN OF THE LORD  
CHORUS:  
 

 
NOAH SENT OUT, HE SENT OUT A DOVEY DOVEY (2)  
DOVEY SAID "THERE'S CLEAR SKIES ABOVEY-BOVEY"  
CHILDREN OF THE LORD  
 

 
CHORUS:  
 

 
THE SUN CAME OUT AND DRIED UP THE LANDY LANDY (2)  
EVERYTHING WAS FINE AND DANDY, DANDY  
CHILDREN OF THE LORD  
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SAMUEL  

DATE:  
REF ER EN C E : 
OBJECTIVE:  
VERSE:  

 

 
 

O C T O B E R 4-5, 2014  
1 SAMUEL 1-3 & LIFE OF SAMUEL  
OUR LOVE FOR THE CHURCH AND PRIESTS  
SPEAK, LORD; FOR YOUR SERVANT HEARS (1 SAMUEL  
3:9)  

 
 
1Now there was a certain man of Ramathaim Zophim, of the mountains of Ephraim, and 
his name was Elkanah the son of Jeroham, the son of Elihu, the son of Tohu, the son of 
Zuph, an Ephraimite. 2And he had two wives: the name of one was Hannah, and the 
name of the other Peninnah. Peninnah had children, but Hannah had no children. 3This 
man went up from his city yearly to worship and sacrifice to the LORD of hosts in 
Shiloh. Also the two sons of Eli, Hophni and Phinehas, the priests of the LORD, were 
there. 4And whenever the time came for Elkanah to make an offering, he would give 
portions to Peninnah his wife and to all her sons and daughters. 5But to Hannah he 
would give a double portion, for he loved Hannah, although the LORD had closed her 
womb. 6And her rival also provoked her severely, to make her miserable, because the 
LORD had closed her womb. 7So it was, year by year, when she went up to the house of 
the LORD, that she provoked her; therefore she wept and did not eat.  
 
8Then Elkanah her husband said to her, "Hannah, why do you weep? Why do you not 
eat? And why is your heart grieved? Am I not better to you than ten sons?" 9So Hannah 
arose after they had finished eating and drinking in Shiloh. Now Eli the priest was 
sitting on the seat by the doorpost of the tabernacle of the LORD. 10And she was in 
bitterness of soul, and prayed to the LORD and wept in anguish. 11Then she made a 
vow and said, "O LORD of hosts, if You will indeed look on the affliction of Your 
maidservant and remember me, and not forget Your maidservant, but will  
give Your maidservant a male child, then I will give him to the LORD all the days of  
his life, and no razor shall come upon his head."  
 
12And it happened, as she continued praying before the LORD, that Eli watched her 
mouth. 13Now Hannah spoke in her heart; only her lips moved, but her voice was not 
heard. Therefore Eli thought she was drunk. 14So Eli said to her, "How long will you be 
drunk? Put your wine away from you!" 15And Hannah answered and said,  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

_    
 12_
     



"No, my lord, I am a woman of sorrowful spirit. I have drunk neither wine nor  
intoxicating drink, but have poured out my soul before the LORD. 16"Do not  
consider your maidservant a wicked woman, for out of the abundance of my complaint 
and grief I have spoken until now." 17Then Eli answered and said, "Go in peace, and the 
God of Israel grant your petition which you have asked of Him."  
18And she said, "Let your maidservant find favor in your sight." So the woman  
went her way and ate, and her face was no longer sad.  
 
19Then they rose early in the morning and worshiped before the LORD, and returned 
and came to their house at Ramah. And Elkanah knew Hannah his wife,  
and the LORD remembered her. 20So it came to pass in the process of time that 
Hannah conceived and bore a son, and called his name Samuel, saying, "Because I have 
asked for him from the LORD." 21Now the man Elkanah and all his house went up to 
offer to the LORD the yearly sacrifice and his vow. 22But Hannah did not go up, for she 
said to her husband, "Not until the child is weaned; then I will take him, that he may 
appear before the LORD and remain there forever." 23And Elkanah her husband said to 
her, "Do what seems best to you; wait until you have weaned him. Only let the LORD 
establish His word." So the woman stayed and nursed her son until she had weaned 
him.  
 
24Now when she had weaned him, she took him up with her, with three bulls, one 
ephah of flour, and a skin of wine, and brought him to the house of the LORD in Shiloh. 
And the child was young. 25Then they slaughtered a bull, and brought the child to Eli. 
26And she said, "O my lord! As your soul lives, my lord, I am the woman who stood by 
you here, praying to the LORD. 27"For this child I prayed, and the LORD has granted me 
my petition which I asked of Him. 28"Therefore I also have lent him to the LORD; as 
long as he lives he shall be lent to the LORD." So they worshiped the LORD there.  
 
1And Hannah prayed and said: "My heart rejoices in the LORD; My horn is exalted in the 
LORD. I smile at my enemies, because I rejoice in Your salvation.2 "No one is holy like 
the LORD, For there is none besides You, Nor is there any rock like our God.3 "Talk no 
more so very proudly; Let no arrogance come from your mouth, For the LORD is the God 
of knowledge; And by Him actions are weighed.4 "The bows of the mighty men are 
broken, And those who stumbled are girded with strength.5 Those who were full have 
hired themselves out for bread, And the hungry have ceased to hunger.  
 
Even the barren has borne seven, And she who has many children has become feeble.6 
"The LORD kills and makes alive; He brings down to the grave and brings  
up.7 The LORD makes poor and makes rich;  
 
He brings low and lifts up.8 He raises the poor from the dust And lifts the beggar from 
the ash heap, To set them among princes And make them inherit the throne  
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of glory. "For the pillars of the earth are the LORD's, And He has set the world upon  
them.9 He will guard the feet of His saints, But the wicked shall be silent in darkness. 
"For by strength no man shall prevail.10 The adversaries of the LORD  
shall be broken in pieces; From heaven He will thunder against them. The LORD will  
judge the ends of the earth. "He will give strength to His king, And exalt the horn of His 
anointed." 11Then Elkanah went to his house at Ramah. But the child ministered to 
the LORD before Eli the priest.  
 
12Now the sons of Eli were corrupt; they did not know the LORD. 13And the priests' 
custom with the people was that when any man offered a sacrifice, the priest's servant 
would come with a three-pronged fleshhook in his hand while the meat was boiling. 
14Then he would thrust it into the pan, or kettle, or caldron, or pot; and the priest 
would take for himself all that the fleshhook brought up. So they  
did in Shiloh to all the Israelites who came there. 15Also, before they burned the  
fat, the priest's servant would come and say to the man who sacrificed, "Give meat  
for roasting to the priest, for he will not take boiled meat from you, but raw." 16And if 
the man said to him, "They should really burn the fat first; then you may  
take as much as your heart desires," he would then answer him, "No, but you must give 
it now; and if not, I will take it by force." 17Therefore the sin of the young  
men was very great before the LORD, for men abhorred the offering of the LORD.  
 
18But Samuel ministered before the LORD, even as a child, wearing a linen ephod. 
19Moreover his mother used to make him a little robe, and bring it to him year by  
year when she came up with her husband to offer the yearly sacrifice. 20And Eli would 
bless Elkanah and his wife, and say, "The LORD give you descendants from this woman 
for the loan that was given to the LORD." Then they would go to their  
own home. 21And the LORD visited Hannah, so that she conceived and bore three  
sons and two daughters. Meanwhile the child Samuel grew before the LORD.  
 
22Now Eli was very old; and he heard everything his sons did to all Israel, and how they 
lay with the women who assembled at the door of the tabernacle of meeting.  
23So he said to them, "Why do you do such things? For I hear of your evil dealings  
from all the people. 24"No, my sons! For it is not a good report that I hear. You make 
the LORD's people transgress. 25"If one man sins against another, God will judge him. 
But if a man sins against the LORD, who will intercede for him?" Nevertheless they did 
not heed the voice of their father, because the LORD desired to kill them. 26And the 
child Samuel grew in stature, and in favor both with the LORD and men.  
 
27Then a man of God came to Eli and said to him, "Thus says the LORD: 'Did I not clearly 
reveal Myself to the house of your father when they were in Egypt in Pharaoh's house? 
28'Did I not choose him out of all the tribes of Israel to be My  
priest, to offer upon My altar, to burn incense, and to wear an ephod before Me?  
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And did I not give to the house of your father all the offerings of the children of  
Israel made by fire? 29'Why do you kick at My sacrifice and My offering which I  
have commanded in My dwelling place, and honor your sons more than Me, to make 
yourselves fat with the best of all the offerings of Israel My people?'  
30"Therefore the LORD God of Israel says: 'I said indeed that your house and the  
house of your father would walk before Me forever.' But now the LORD says: 'Far be it 
from Me; for those who honor Me I will honor, and those who despise Me shall be lightly 
esteemed. 31'Behold, the days are coming that I will cut off your arm and the arm of 
your father's house, so that there will not be an old man in your house. 32'And you will 
see an enemy in My dwelling place, despite all the good which God does for Israel. And 
there shall not be an old man in your house forever. 33'But any of your men whom I do 
not cut off from My altar shall consume your eyes and grieve your heart. And all the 
descendants of your house shall die in the flower of their age. 34'Now this shall be a 
sign to you that will come upon your two sons, on Hophni and Phinehas: in one day they 
shall die, both of them. 35'Then I will raise up for Myself a faithful priest who shall do 
according to what is in My heart and in My mind. I will build him a sure house, and he 
shall walk before My anointed forever. 36'And it shall come to pass that everyone who 
is left in your house will come and bow down to him for a piece of silver and a morsel of 
bread, and say,  
"Please, put me in one of the priestly positions, that I may eat a piece of bread." ' "  
 
 
 
1Then the boy Samuel ministered to the LORD before Eli. And the word of the LORD was 
rare in those days; there was no widespread revelation. 2And it came to pass at that 
time, while Eli was lying down in his place, and when his eyes had begun to grow so dim 
that he could not see, 3and before the lamp of God went out in the tabernacle of the 
LORD where the ark of God was, and while Samuel was lying down, 4that the LORD 
called Samuel. And he answered, "Here I am!" 5So he ran to Eli and said, "Here I am, for 
you called me." And he said, "I did not call; lie down again." And he went and lay down. 
6Then the LORD called yet again, "Samuel!" So Samuel arose and went to Eli, and said, 
"Here I am, for you called me." He  
answered, "I did not call, my son; lie down again." 7(Now Samuel did not yet know  
the LORD, nor was the word of the LORD yet revealed to him.) 8And the LORD called 
Samuel again the third time. Then he arose and went to Eli, and said, "Here I am, for 
you did call me." Then Eli perceived that the LORD had called the boy. 9Therefore Eli 
said to Samuel, "Go, lie down; and it shall be, if He calls you, that  
you must say, 'Speak, LORD, for Your servant hears.' " So Samuel went and lay  
down in his place.  
 
10Now the LORD came and stood and called as at other times, "Samuel! Samuel!" And 
Samuel answered, "Speak, for Your servant hears." 11Then the LORD said to  
Samuel: "Behold, I will do something in Israel at which both ears of everyone who  
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hears it will tingle. 12"In that day I will perform against Eli all that I have spoken  
concerning his house, from beginning to end. 13"For I have told him that I will judge 
his house forever for the iniquity which he knows, because his sons made  
themselves vile, and he did not restrain them. 14"And therefore I have sworn to  
the house of Eli that the iniquity of Eli's house shall not be atoned for by sacrifice or  
offering forever."  
 
15So Samuel lay down until morning, and opened the doors of the house of the LORD. 
And Samuel was afraid to tell Eli the vision. 16Then Eli called Samuel and said, 
"Samuel, my son!" And he answered, "Here I am." 17And he said, "What is the word that 
the LORD spoke to you? Please do not hide it from me. God do so to you, and more 
also, if you hide anything from me of all the things that He said to you." 18Then Samuel 
told him everything, and hid nothing from him. And he said,  
"It is the LORD. Let Him do what seems good to Him."  
 
19So Samuel grew, and the LORD was with him and let none of his words fall to the 
ground. 20And all Israel from Dan to Beersheba knew that Samuel had been 
established as a prophet of the LORD. 21Then the LORD appeared again in Shiloh. For 
the LORD revealed Himself to Samuel in Shiloh by the word of the LORD.  
 
 
SAMUEL WAS A WEE LITTLE BOY (TUNE: ZACCHAEUS WAS A WEE LITTLE MAN)  
 

 
SAMUEL WAS A WEE LITTLE BOY,  
A WEE LITTLE BOY WAS HE.  
HE WENT TO LIVE IN THE TEMPLE, A 

HELPER TO ELI WAS HE.  
HE LIT THE CANDLES AND SWEPT THE FLOORS, HE 

DID AS HE WAS TOLD.  
AND WHEN HE HEARD,  
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THE THREE MEN IN THE FIERY FURNACE  

DATE:  
REF ER EN C E : 
OBJECTIVE:  
VERSE:  

OCTOBER 11-12, 2014  

DANIEL 3:1-30  
THE LOVE OF GOD TO HIS CHILDREN  
THE LORD HAS SENT HIS ANGEL AND  
12:11)  

 
 
 
 
 
 
RESCUED ME  

 

 
 
 
 
 
(ACTS  

 
 
1Nebuchadnezzar the king made an image of gold, whose height was sixty cubits and its 
width six cubits. He set it up in the plain of Dura, in the province of Babylon.  
2And King Nebuchadnezzar sent word to gather together the satraps, the  
administrators, the governors, the counselors, the treasurers, the judges, the 
magistrates, and all the officials of the provinces, to come to the dedication of the image 
which King Nebuchadnezzar had set up. 3So the satraps, the administrators,  
the governors, the counselors, the treasurers, the judges, the magistrates, and all  
the officials of the provinces gathered together for the dedication of the image that King 
Nebuchadnezzar had set up; and they stood before the image that Nebuchadnezzar 
had set up. 4Then a herald cried aloud: "To you it is commanded, O peoples, nations, 
and languages, 5"that at the time you hear the sound of the horn, flute, harp, lyre, and 
psaltery, in symphony with all kinds of music, you shall fall down and worship the gold 
image that King Nebuchadnezzar has set up; 6"and whoever does not fall down and 
worship shall be cast immediately into the midst of  
a burning fiery furnace."  
 
7So at that time, when all the people heard the sound of the horn, flute, harp, and lyre, 
in symphony with all kinds of music, all the people, nations, and languages fell down 
and worshiped the gold image which King Nebuchadnezzar had set up.  
 
8Therefore at that time certain Chaldeans came forward and accused the Jews.  
9They spoke and said to King Nebuchadnezzar, "O king, live forever! 10"You, O  
king, have made a decree that everyone who hears the sound of the horn, flute,  
harp, lyre, and psaltery, in symphony with all kinds of music, shall fall down and 
worship the gold image; 11"and whoever does not fall down and worship shall be cast 
into the midst of a burning fiery furnace. 12"There are certain Jews whom you  
have set over the affairs of the province of Babylon: Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-  
Nego; these men, O king, have not paid due regard to you. They do not serve your  
gods or worship the gold image which you have set up."  
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13Then Nebuchadnezzar, in rage and fury, gave the command to bring Shadrach,  
Meshach, and Abed-Nego. So they brought these men before the king. 
14Nebuchadnezzar spoke, saying to them, "Is it true, Shadrach, Meshach, and  
Abed-Nego, that you do not serve my gods or worship the gold image which I have  
set up? 15"Now if you are ready at the time you hear the sound of the horn, flute,  
harp, lyre, and psaltery, in symphony with all kinds of music, and you fall down and 
worship the image which I have made, good! But if you do not worship, you shall be 
cast immediately into the midst of a burning fiery furnace. And who is the god  
who will deliver you from my hands?"  
 
16Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego answered and said to the king, "O 
Nebuchadnezzar, we have no need to answer you in this matter. 17"If that is the case, 
our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the burning fiery furnace, and He will 
deliver us from your hand, O king. 18"But if not, let it be known to you, O king, that we 
do not serve your gods, nor will we worship the gold image which  
you have set up."  
 
19Then Nebuchadnezzar was full of fury, and the expression on his face changed toward 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego. He spoke and commanded that they heat the 
furnace seven times more than it was usually heated. 20And he commanded certain 
mighty men of valor who were in his army to bind Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego, 
and cast them into the burning fiery furnace. 21Then these men were bound in their 
coats, their trousers, their turbans, and their other garments, and were cast into the 
midst of the burning fiery furnace. 22Therefore, because the king's command was 
urgent, and the furnace exceedingly hot, the  
flame of the fire killed those men who took up Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego.  
23And these three men, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego, fell down bound into  
the midst of the burning fiery furnace.  
 
24Then King Nebuchadnezzar was astonished; and he rose in haste and spoke, saying 
to his counselors, "Did we not cast three men bound into the midst of the  
fire?" They answered and said to the king, "True, O king." 25"Look!" he answered, "I see 
four men loose, walking in the midst of the fire; and they are not hurt, and  
the form of the fourth is like the Son of God."  
 
26Then Nebuchadnezzar went near the mouth of the burning fiery furnace and spoke, 
saying, "Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego, servants of the Most High God, come out, 
and come here." Then Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego came from the midst of the 
fire. 27And the satraps, administrators, governors, and the king's counselors gathered 
together, and they saw these men on whose bodies the  
fire had no power; the hair of their head was not singed nor were their garments  
affected, and the smell of fire was not on them. 28Nebuchadnezzar spoke, saying,  
"Blessed be the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego, who sent His Angel  
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and delivered His servants who trusted in Him, and they have frustrated the king's  
word, and yielded their bodies, that they should not serve nor worship any god except 
their own God! 29"Therefore I make a decree that any people, nation, or  
language which speaks anything amiss against the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and  
Abed-Nego shall be cut in pieces, and their houses shall be made an ash heap; because 
there is no other God who can deliver like this." 30Then the king promoted  
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego in the province of Babylon.  
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JOSEPH  

DATE:  
REF ER EN C E : 
OBJECTIVE:  
VERSE:  

 
 
 

OCTOBER 18-19, 2014  
GENESIS 37:1-17  
OBEDIENCE TO PARENTS  
HONOR YOUR FATHER AND  
20:12)  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
YOUR MOTHER  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(EXODUS  

 
 
1Now Jacob dwelt in the land where his father was a stranger, in the land of Canaan. 
2This is the history of Jacob. Joseph, being seventeen years old, was feeding the flock 
with his brothers. And the lad was with the sons of Bilhah and the sons of Zilpah, his 
father's wives; and Joseph brought a bad report of them to his father. 3Now Israel loved 
Joseph more than all his children, because he was the son of his old age. Also he made 
him a tunic of many colors. 4But when his brothers saw that their father loved him 
more than all his brothers, they hated him and could not speak peaceably to him.  
 
 
 
5Now Joseph had a dream, and he told it to his brothers; and they hated him even 
more. 6So he said to them, "Please hear this dream which I have dreamed: 7"There we 
were, binding sheaves in the field. Then behold, my sheaf arose and also stood upright; 
and indeed your sheaves stood all around and bowed down to my sheaf." 8And his 
brothers said to him, "Shall you indeed reign over us? Or shall you indeed have dominion 
over us?" So they hated him even more for his dreams and for his words.  
 
 
 
9Then he dreamed still another dream and told it to his brothers, and said, "Look, I have 
dreamed another dream. And this time, the sun, the moon, and the eleven stars bowed 
down to me." 10So he told it to his father and his brothers; and his father rebuked him 
and said to him, "What is this dream that you have dreamed? Shall your mother and I 
and your brothers indeed come to bow down to the earth before you?" 11And his 
brothers envied him, but his father kept the matter in mind.  
 
12Then his brothers went to feed their father's flock in Shechem. 13And Israel said to 
Joseph, "Are not your brothers feeding the flock in Shechem? Come, I will send  
you to them." So he said to him, "Here I am." 14Then he said to him, "Please go  
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and see if it is well with your brothers and well with the flocks, and bring back word  
to me." So he sent him out of the Valley of Hebron, and he went to Shechem.  
15Now a certain man found him, and there he was, wandering in the field. And the  
man asked him, saying, "What are you seeking?" 16So he said, "I am seeking my  
brothers. Please tell me where they are feeding their flocks." 17And the man said, "They 
have departed from here, for I heard them say, 'Let us go to Dothan.' " So  
Joseph went after his brothers and found them in Dothan.  
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ST. JOHN THE SHORT  

DATE:  OCTOBER 25-26,2014  

REF ER EN C E :  SYNAXARIUM 20 BABAH  
OBJECTIVE:  OBEDIENCE  
VERSE:  CHILDREN OBEY YOUR PARENTS (COLOSSIANS 3:20)  
 
 
On this day was the departure of the great light and saint, the heguman Abba John 
(Yoannis) the Short He was a native of Betsa in upper Egypt and he had one brother. 
His parents were righteous and God-fearing people, rich in faith and in good works.  
 
When he was eight years old, his heart turned away from the futility of this world, its 
lusts and its glory, and he desired the monastic life. The grace of God moved him to go 
to the desert of Scete and there he came upon a tried and holy man whose name was 
Abba Pemwah from El-Bahnasa. He asked to be allowed to stay with him. The old man 
answered, trying him. "My son, you cannot stay with us, for this is a very hard desert 
and those who dwell in it eat from the work of their hands, besides observing many 
fasts, prayers, and sleeping on the floor and many other forms of asceticism. Go back to 
the world and live in the fear of God." Abba John told him, "Do not send me away, for 
God's sake, because I came to be under  
your authority and in the light of your prayers. If you accept me, I believe that God  
will make your heart well ¬pleased with me.  
 
Abba Pemwah was not in the habit of doing anything hastily. He asked the Lord Christ 
to reveal to him the matter of this young man. The angel of the Lord appeared to him 
and said, "Accept him, for he shall become a chosen vessel." Abba Pemwah brought him 
and he shaved the hair of his head. He laid out the garb of the monk, and he prayed 
over it for three days and three nights. When he put the garb on him, he saw an angel 
making the sign of the Cross over it.  
 
Saint John stated with great asceticism and splendid works. One day Abba Pemwah 
wanted to test him, so he expelled him from his cell say¬ing, "I cannot live with  
you." Abba John stayed out by the door of his cell for seven days. Every day Abba 
Pemwah went out and smote him with a palm branch and Abba John bowed down 
before him saying, "I have sinned." On the seventh day, the old man went out to go to 
the church and he saw seven angels with seven crowns placing them on the  
head of Abba John. Since that day, be was held by him in honor and reverence.  
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One day Abba Pemwah found a piece of dry wood and gave it to Abba John and said  
to him "Take this wood and plant and water it.'' He obeyed and went on watering it  
every day even though the water was about twelve miles from where they lived. After 
three years that piece of wood sprouted and grew into a fruitful tree. Abba Pemwah 
took some of that fruit and went around to all the elder monks saying,  
''Take and eat of the fruit of obedience.'' This tree still exists it its place it his  
monastery.  
 
Abba Pemwah fell sick for twelve years and Abba John ministered unto him all this time 
during which he never heard from his teacher that he felt short in his service. Abba 
Pemwah was an experienced old man who had been tried much, and sickness had 
emaciated him until he became like a piece of dry wood, so that he would be a chosen 
offering. When he was about to die, he gathered together the elder monks and he held 
the hand of Abba John and gave him to them saying, "Take him and keep him, for he is 
an angel, not a man.'' He commanded Abba John to stay in the place where he had 
planted the tree. After that Abba John's older brother came to  
the monastery and was ordained a monk with him He also became an honorable  
monk.  
 
When they made Abba John heguman and abbot over his church, it happened that when 
the father the patriarch Abba Theophilus was placin¬g his hand over his head, a voice 
from heaven was heard by the people present saying, "Axios, Axtos, Axios (That is to 
say he is worthy).'' When this saint consecrated the offering, he was able to know who 
were worthy to partake of it and those who were not worthy.  
 
Abba Theophilus the patriarch built a church for the three children in Alexandria, and he 
wished to bring their bodies to it and place them in it. He brought Abba John and asked 
him to travel to Babylon, and to bring the holy bodies. After much forebearing, he 
accepted to go on this mission. When he left the patriarch, a cloud carried him away to 
Babylon. He entered the city and saw its monuments, rivers, and palaces and found the 
bodies of the saints. When he started moving them from their place, a voice came out 
from the holy bodies and said to him, "This is the Will of God that they do not leave 
this place until the day of the Resurrection. Nevertheless, because of the love of Abba 
Theophilus the patriarch, and your labor, too, you should inform the patriarch to gather 
the people in the church and to put oil in the lamps without lighting them and we will 
appear in the church and a sign will be made manifest to you." Then he left and went 
back to Alexandria and told the patriarch what the saints had said. It happened then 
that when the patriarch and the people were in the church, the lamps were lit up 
suddenly and they all  
glorified the Lord.  
 
One day, a monk came into the cell of Abba John. He found him lying down with angels 
waving their wings over him.  
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After this the berbers attacked the desert of Scete and he left it When he was asked  
why he left, he replied that he did not leave because he was afraid of death, but 
because he feared lest a berber should slay him and go to hell, for though he is  
against his worship, he is his brother in form. Then he went to the mountain of  
Abba Anthony on the Red Sea. There he dwelt by the side of a village and God sent him 
a believer who served him.  
 
When the Lord wished to grant him rest and to end his strife in this world, He sent him 
His two righteous saints Abba Macarius and Abba Anthony to comfort him and to inform 
him about his departure. The night before Sunday, he fell sick and sent his attendant to 
bring him something from the village. The angels and the host of saints came and 
received his pure soul and took it up to heaven. At that time, his servant came back and 
saw the soul of the saint sur¬rounded by the host of saints  
and angels singing before them Before them all, there was one shining like the sun  
and singing. The servant marveled at this magnificent sight. An angel came to him and 
told him the name of each one of the saints. He told him, ''This is Abba Pachomius, 
this is Abba Macarius, and this is Abba so-and-so." Then the servant asked the angel, 
"Who is this one in front of them all, who is shining like the sun?"  
The angel replied, "This is Abba Anthony, the father of all the monks."  
 
When the servant went into the cell, he found the dead body of the saint kneeling to the 
ground, as he had given up his soul while kneeling. The attendant wept  
sorrowfully over him and went in a hurry to the village people and told them what  
had happened. They came and carried his holy body with great honor. When they 
brought him into the village, great wonders and miracles were performed through his 
body.  
 

 

MAY HIS PRAYERS BE WITH US AND GLORY BE TO  

GOD, FOREVER. AMEN.  
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DANIEL IN THE LION'S DEN  

DATE:  
REF ER EN C E :  
OBJECTIVE:  
VERSE:  

N O V E M B E R 1 - 2 , 2014  
DANIEL CH. 6  
GOD'S LOVE FOR HIS CHILDREN  
MY GOD SENT HIS ANGEL AND SHUT  
(DANIEL 6:22)  

 

 
 
 
 
 
THE LIONS' MOUTHS  

 
 
1It pleased Darius to set over the kingdom one hundred and twenty satraps, to be over 
the whole kingdom; 2and over these, three governors, of whom Daniel was one, that 
the satraps might give account to them, so that the king would suffer no loss. 3Then 
this Daniel distinguished himself above the governors and satraps, because an 
excellent spirit was in him; and the king gave thought to setting him over the whole 
realm. 4So the governors and satraps sought to find some charge against Daniel 
concerning the kingdom; but they could find no charge or fault, because he was 
faithful; nor was there any error or fault found in him. 5Then these  
men said, "We shall not find any charge against this Daniel unless we find it against  
him concerning the law of his God."  
 
6So these governors and satraps thronged before the king, and said thus to him: "King 
Darius, live forever! 7"All the governors of the kingdom, the administrators and satraps, 
the counselors and advisors, have consulted together to establish a royal statute and to 
make a firm decree, that whoever petitions any god or man for thirty days, except you, 
O king, shall be cast into the den of lions. 8"Now, O king, establish the decree and sign 
the writing, so that it cannot be changed, according to  
the law of the Medes and Persians, which does not alter." 9Therefore King Darius  
signed the written decree.  
 
10Now when Daniel knew that the writing was signed, he went home. And in his upper 
room, with his windows open toward Jerusalem, he knelt down on his knees three times 
that day, and prayed and gave thanks before his God, as was his custom since early 
days. 11Then these men assembled and found Daniel praying and making supplication 
before his God. 12And they went before the king, and spoke concerning the king's 
decree: "Have you not signed a decree that every man  
who petitions any god or man within thirty days, except you, O king, shall be cast  
into the den of lions?" The king answered and said, "The thing is true, according to the 
law of the Medes and Persians, which does not alter." 13So they answered and said 
before the king, "That Daniel, who is one of the captives from Judah, does not show due 
regard for you, O king, or for the decree that you have signed, but makes his petition 
three times a day." 14And the king, when he heard these words, was  
greatly displeased with himself, and set his heart on Daniel to deliver him; and he  
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labored till the going down of the sun to deliver him. 15Then these men approached  
the king, and said to the king, "Know, O king, that it is the law of the Medes and  
Persians that no decree or statute which the king establishes may be changed."  
16So the king gave the command, and they brought Daniel and cast him into the  
den of lions. But the king spoke, saying to Daniel, "Your God, whom you serve  
continually, He will deliver you." 17Then a stone was brought and laid on the mouth  
of the den, and the king sealed it with his own signet ring and with the signets of his 
lords, that the purpose concerning Daniel might not be changed.  
 
18Now the king went to his palace and spent the night fasting; and no musicians were 
brought before him. Also his sleep went from him. 19Then the king arose very early in 
the morning and went in haste to the den of lions. 20And when he came to the den, he 
cried out with a lamenting voice to Daniel. The king spoke, saying to Daniel, "Daniel, 
servant of the living God, has your God, whom you serve continually, been able to 
deliver you from the lions?" 21Then Daniel said to the king, "O king, live forever! 22"My 
God sent His angel and shut the lions' mouths, so that they have not hurt me, because I 
was found innocent before Him; and also, O king, I have done no wrong before you." 
23Then the king was exceedingly glad for  
him, and commanded that they should take Daniel up out of the den. So Daniel was  
taken up out of the den, and no injury whatever was found on him, because he believed 
in his God.  
 
24And the king gave the command, and they brought those men who had accused 
Daniel, and they cast them into the den of lions—them, their children, and their wives; 
and the lions overpowered them, and broke all their bones in pieces before they ever 
came to the bottom of the den.  
 
25Then King Darius wrote: To all peoples, nations, and languages that dwell in all the 
earth: Peace be multiplied to you. 26I make a decree that in every dominion of my 
kingdom men must tremble and fear before the God of Daniel. For He is the living God, 
And steadfast forever; His kingdom is the one which shall not be destroyed, And His 
dominion shall endure to the end. 27He delivers and rescues, And He works signs and 
wonders In heaven and on earth, Who has delivered Daniel from the power of the lions. 
28So this Daniel prospered in the reign of Darius and in the reign of Cyrus the Persian.  
 
 
DANIEL IN THE LIONS' DEN  
DANIEL IN THE LIONS' DEN (X3)  
H E S A ID  
" LORD, YOU SAID YOU'D ANSWER PRAYER" (X3)  
SO THE ANGEL SHUT THE LION'S MOUTH (X3)  
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MOSES (BIRTH & CHILDHOOD)  
DATE:  NOVEMBER 8-9, 2014  

REF ER EN C E :  EXODUS 2:1-10 & LIFE OF MOSES  
OBJECTIVE:  GOD'S LOVE AND CARE FOR US  
VERSE:  CASTING ALL YOUR CARE UPON HIM;  FOR  HE CARES  FOR  

YOU (1 PETER 5:7)  
 
 

1And a man of the house of Levi went and took as wife a daughter of Levi. 2So the 
woman conceived and bore a son. And when she saw that he was a beautiful child, she 
hid him three months. 3But when she could no longer hide him, she took an ark of 
bulrushes for him, daubed it with asphalt and pitch, put the child in it, and laid it in the 
reeds by the river's bank. 4And his sister stood afar off, to know what would be done to 
him.  
 
5Then the daughter of Pharaoh came down to bathe at the river. And her maidens 
walked along the riverside; and when she saw the ark among the reeds, she sent her 
maid to get it. 6And when she had opened it, she saw the child, and behold, the baby 
wept. So she had compassion on him, and said, "This is one of the Hebrews' children." 
7Then his sister said to Pharaoh's daughter, "Shall I go and call a nurse for you from the 
Hebrew women, that she may nurse the child for you?" 8And Pharaoh's daughter said 
to her, "Go." So the maiden went and called the child's mother. 9Then Pharaoh's 
daughter said to her, "Take this child away and nurse him for me, and I will give you your 
wages." So the woman took the child and nursed him. 10And the child grew, and she 
brought him to Pharaoh's daughter, and he became her son. So she called his name 
Moses, saying, "Because I drew him out of  
the water."  
 
ITTY BITTY MOSES (SANG TO THE TUNE OF ITSY BITSY SPIDER)  
 

 
ITTY BITTY MOSES WAS CRYING IN HIS ROOM, THEN  
CAME HIS MOMMY AND SANG A LITTLE TUNE. "HUSH 

LITTLE BABY, THE LORD WILL BE YOUR GUIDE, AND  
NO ONE WILL EVER HARM YOU,  
FOR GOD IS BY YOUR SIDE."  
 

 
INTO A TINY BASKET, THE BABY MOSES WENT,  
PLACED INTO THE NILE, AND TO THE PALACE SENT.  
"HUSH LITTLE BABY, THE LORD WILL BE YOUR GUIDE,  
AND NO ONE WILL EVER HARM YOU,  
FOR GOD IS BY YOUR SIDE."  
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LOVELY PHARAOH'S DAUGHTER SAW MOSES IN THE NILE,  
PICKED HIM UP AND LOVED HIM, RAISED HIM AS HER CHILD.  
"HUSH LITTLE BABY, THE LORD WILL BE YOUR GUIDE,  
AND NO ONE WILL EVER HARM YOU,  
for God is by your side."  
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THE STORY OF ST. GEORGE  

DATE:  
REF ER EN C E :  
 
 
OBJECTIVE:  
VERSE:  

NOVEMBER 15-16, 2014  

THE BOOK "MARTYRDOM IN CHRISTIANITY" &  
SYNAXARIUM (23 BARAMOUDA)  
THE STRENGTH OF SIGNING THE CROSS  
(THE SIGNING OF THE CROSS)  

 
 
On this day, of the year 307 A.D. the great among the martyrs St. George was 
martyred. He was born in Cappadocia. His father's name was Anastasius and his 
mother's flame was Theobaste. When he was twenty years old, his father died, and he 
went to Emperor Diocletian to take over his father's position. He found that the Emperor 
had apostatized the faith and ordered the worship of idols. George was sorrowful, and 
he gave all his wealth to the poor and needy and set free his slaves. When he saw the 
edict of the Emperor against the Christians, he became enraged and tore it. They took 
him before the emperor, and he cried in their midst saying. "For how long you shall pour 
your anger against the innocent Christians, and force those who know the true faith to 
adopt the faith that you are in doubt of because it is fraudulent? So, either you believe 
on this true faith or at least do not disturb with fool¬ishness those who are steadfast in 
it." The Emperor asked Mephanius, one of his ministers, to pacify and persuade him. He 
asked him: "Who taught you to be daring like this." The Saint answered: "It is the 
truth," then started to explain it to him. The Emperor interrupted, reminding the Saint 
with the ranks that he bestowed on him, and promised him with more if he denied his 
Christ. The Saint refused with pride all these vain propositions. The Emperor tortured 
him severely, but the Lord  
strengthened him and healed all his wounds.  
 
When the Emperor was weary of torturing him, he brought a magician whose name was 
Athanasius, who gave the Saint a cup full of poi¬son to drink. St. George made the sign 
of the cross over the cup then drank it and when no harm came upon him, the magician 
believed in the Lord Christ and received the crown of martyrdom. The Emperor became 
raged and ordered to squeeze him until he delivered up his soul, and they cast his body 
outside of the city. The Lord Christ raised him up, and the Saint returned to the city. 
When the people saw him, three thousand and seven hundred souls believed. The 
Emperor ordered to cut off their heads and they received the crown of martyrdom. 
When St. George stood before Emperor  
Diocletian along with s¬eventy kings that were sitting around him, they asked the  
Saint: "We wish you to make these chairs that we are sitting on to put forth leaves, and 
bear fruit." The Saint prayed to the Lord Christ the Lord accepted his  
supplication and the chairs put forth leaves and bore fruit. They took him once to a  
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cemetery and asked him to raise the dead therein. He prayed to the Lord Christ and  
the Lord raised them. After they talked to them, they returned to their graves and  
died. A poor woman, brought her son, who was blind, deaf and dumb. He prayed to the 
Lord Christ then made the sign of the cross over him, and he was healed right away.  
 
Diocletain, during all that, went on torturing St. George, until he was weary and bored 
of that. He started to be pleasant to the Saint and promised to give him his daughter in 
marriage if he would offer the incense to his gods. The Saint pretended that he accepted 
his offer, and the Emperor rejoiced and brought him into the royal palace. While St. 
George was praying the Psalms, the Empress heard him and asked him to explain to 
her what he had said. He began to interpret to her all the events from the creation of 
the world to the Incarnation of the Lord Christ and his words entered her heart and she 
believed in the Lord Christ, to Whom is the Glory.  
 
The Emperor ordered to call upon all the men of the city to gather, in order to see Saint 
George offer incense to the Emperor's gods. When multitude gathered by the idols, St. 
George stood and cried at the idols in the Name of the Lord Christ the Savior of the 
world. The earth opened its mouth and swallowed all the idols. The Emperor and all 
those who were with him were ashamed and returned to his palace full of fury and 
wrath. The Empress told him: "Didn't I tell you not to oppose the Galilean, for their God 
is strong and mighty?" The Emperor was exceedingly wrath with her, for he knew that 
St. George had brought her also to his faith. The Emperor with rage ordered to comb 
her body with a steel comb, then cut off her head, and she received the crown of 
martyrdom. Finally, Diocletian decided to put an end to the humiliation that befell him, 
so he ordered to cut off the head of St. George and he received the crown of 
martyrdom. A Christian took the body, wrapped it in expensive shrouds, and took it to 
the city of Lydda, his home town, and they built a great church on his name there.  
 
May his intercession be with us and glory be to God forever. Amen.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

_    
 30_
     



ST. MINA AND HIS MIRACLES  

DATE:  
REF ER EN C E :  
OBJECTIVE:  
VERSE:  

NOVEMBER 22-23, 2014  

15TH DAY OF THE BLESSED MONTH OF HATHOR  
LOVE OF GOD FOR HIS CHILDREN  
FOR WITH GOD NOTHING SHALL BE IMPOSSIBLE (LUKE  
1:37).  

 
 
On this day we commemorate the martyrdom of St. Menas (Mina) who was called the 
blessed faithful. His father Eudoxius was a native of the City of Nakiyos and was its 
Governor. His brother was envious of him and he brought charges against him before 
the Emperor. The Emperor transferred him to Africa and appointed him Governor over 
it. The people were pleased with him because he was merciful and God-fearing. His 
story is as follows. His mother Euphemia had no children. One day she went to church 
on the festival of Our Lady the Virgin Mary, Mother of God, at Attrib. She saw the 
children in the church wearing their beautiful apparels with their  
parents. She heaved a sigh and wept before the icon of St. Mary, entreating her to  
intercede for her before her beloved Son in order that He would give her a son. A voice 
came from the icon saying "Amen". She rejoiced in what she had heard and realized that 
the Lord had heard her prayers.  
 
When she returned to her home and told her husband, he replied, "May God's will be 
done". The Lord gave them this saint and they called him Mina, from the word "Amen" 
which his mother heard coming out of the icon. Later on, his parents got another son 
and a daughter.  
 
When he was growing up, his parents taught him how to write and they reared him in a 
Christian manner. When he was eleven years old, his father departed after a good old 
age and his mother died three years later. St. Mina devoted his life to fasting, prayer 
and a Christian way of life. Because of everyone's love towards him and his father, they 
placed him in his father's position. In spite of that, he did not forsake his worshipping.  
 
When Diocletian had renounced Christianity and issued orders to worship idols, many 
were martyred for the name of the Lord Jesus. The Saint left his position and went to 
the desert, where he stayed and worshipped God with all his heart.  
 
One day he saw the heavens open and the martyrs crowned with beautiful crowns. He 
heard a voice saying: "He who toils for the name of the Lord Jesus shall receive these 
crowns". He returned to the city over which he was Governor and confessed the name of 
the Lord Jesus. Knowing that he belonged to a noble family, they tried  
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to dissuade him from his faith and promised him honour and precious gifts. When  
he did not change his mind, they threatened him and the Governor ordered him to be 
tortured. When the Governor failed to turn him away from his faith, he sent him  
to his brother so that he might influence him but he also failed. Finally, the  
Governor ordered his head to be cut off, his body to be cast into a fire and his ashes to 
be scattered in the wind.  
 
The body remained in the fire for three days and three nights, but it was not damaged. 
His sister came and gave the soldiers a lot of money and they let her take the body. 
She put it in a sack and intended to take it to Alexandria, as her brother had previously 
advised her. She embarked with her brother's body on one of the ships to Alexandria. 
On the trip sea beasts came out of the water and attacked the passengers abroad the 
ship. They were frightened and screamed with  
fear. The Saint's sister prayed to the Lord and asked for the intercession of her  
brother. While the passengers were in fear and confusion, fire went forth from her 
brother's body and burned the faces of the beasts. They dove immediately into the 
water and as they reappeared the fire burned them again. They finally dove and did not 
reappear.  
 
When the ship arrived at the port of Alexandria, most of the people in Alexandria went 
out with the Patriarch to meet it. They carried the sacred body with honour  
and reverence and entered the city with a venerable celebration and placed it in the  
church, after they shrouded it in expensive shrouds.  
 
When the time of persecution ended, the angel of the Lord appeared to the 
honourable Patriarch, Abba Athanasius the Apostolic. The Lord's command was to place 
the body of St. Mina on a camel and to take it out of the city without letting anyone lead 
it but to follow it from a distance until it stopped at a place that the Lord had 
designated.  
 
They walked behind the camel until they arrived at a place called Lake Bayad, in the 
district of Marriot. There they heard a voice saying: "This is the place where the  
Lord wishes the body of his beloved Mina to rest". They lowered the body and  
placed it in a coffin, and situated it in a beautiful garden and many miracles happened 
through the body.  
 
After a while, the people of Pentapolis (the five cities) rose against the cities around 
Alexandria. The people were getting ready to face the Barbarians and the Governor 
decided to take the body of St. Mina with him as his strong protector. He took the body 
secretly and through the blessings of this Saint, he overcame the Barbarians and 
returned victoriously.  
 
The Governor decided not to return the body of the Saint to its original place and 
wanted to take it to Alexandria. On the way back, they passed by Lake Bayad, St.  
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Mina's original place. The camel carrying the body knelt down and would not move,  
in spite of frequent beatings. They moved the body over another camel, but again this 
second camel did not move from its place. The Governor finally realized that  
this was the Lord's will. He made a coffin from decay-resistant wood and placed the  
silver coffin in it. He then returned it to its place, invoked St. Mina's blessings, and 
returned to his city.  
 
When the Lord wanted to disclose the location of St. Mina's body, He did it in this 
manner. There was a shepherd in the desert who had a lamb with mange. It slipped 
down into the water of a well near the place of the Saint's body, then came out of the 
water and rolled over in the sand of that place, and instantly the lamb was healed. 
When the shepherd saw this miracle, he was amazed. He started to take from the sand, 
mix it with water and smear with it every lamb with mange or any  
other disease, and immediately, they were healed.  
 
The news of these miracles spread in all the countries until the Emperor of 
Constantinople heard of them. He had an only daughter and she was leprous. Her father 
sent her to the place where the Saint's body was and enquired from the shepherd how 
these miracles were happening. She took from the sand, moistened it with water, 
smeared it on her body and slept the night in that place. In her sleep she saw St. Mina 
saying to her: "Arise early and dig in this place and you will find my body". When she 
woke up, she was cured. As she began digging she found the body of the Saint. She 
sent a word to her father who rejoiced greatly, thanked and  
glorified God.  
 
The Emperor then sent men and money and built a Church in that place and it was 
consecrated on the fifteenth day of the Coptic month of Baounah.  
 
When the Roman Emperors Arcadius and Honorius reigned, they ordered a city to be 
built there. Multitudes of people came to that church asking for the intercession of the 
blessed St. Mina. The Lord had honoured him with many signs and wonders that 
appeared from his body. When the Arabs came to Egypt, some of them  
attacked the city and the church was destroyed, only its ruins remained.  
 
When His Holiness the late Pope Abba Kyrillos VI was ordained Patriarch, he took 
interest in building a large monastery in this area of Mariut in the name of St. Mina. He 
spent a great deal of money in building it. There are two churches in the monastery, 
visited by many Coptic worshippers for blessings and for praying. He also bought one 
hundred acres of land and built a fence around it. He ordained a number of monks who 
had high degrees of academic and religious education.  
 
May the intercession of St. Mina be with us. Glory be to God forever. Amen.  
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M ARI M IN A  
 
 
 
1- AMEN, AMEN, AMEN, PRAISE THE LORD OUR GOD AND KING, WHOSE MOTHER SAINT  
MARY SAID: MARI MINA, O MARI MINA  
 

 
2- AMEN WAS THE WORD, YOUR BLESSED MOTHER HAD HEARD, AS SHE KNELT DOWN AND  

PRAYED: MARI MINA, O MARI MINA  
 

 
3- AMEN, AMEN, AMEN, HER PRAYERS NEVER WENT IN VAIN, THIS IS HOW YOU GOT YOUR  
NAME: MARI MINA, O MARI MINA  
 

 
4- THE FRUIT OF DEEP PRAYER, EVER FAITHFUL TO HIS SAVIOR, LORD, GOD AND  
REDEEMER: MARI MINA, O MARI MINA  
 

 
5- YOU LOVED GOD WITH ALL YOUR HEART, TO YOUR FAITH YOU HELD TIGHT, WITH GOD  

YOU WOULD NEVER PART: MARI MINA, O MARI MINA  
 

 
6- YOU WENT THROUGH MANY DREADFUL PAINS; THROUGH THE POWER OF THE LORD  
JESUS, YOU CONSIDERED THEM ALL GAINS: MARI MINA, O MARI MINA  
 
7- MARI MINA THE INTERCESSOR, THE MARTYR OF OUR SAVIOR. FRIEND OF DEAR POPE  
KYRILLOS. MARI MINA, O MARI MINA  
 

 
8- A CROWN OF GLORY AND HONOR, A CROWN OF GOLD AND OF SILVER, ON THE SWEET  
HEAD OF THE MARTYR: MARI MINA, O MARI MINA  
 
 
 
ALSO FROM THE COPTIC SYNAXARIUM FOR THE 15TH DAY OF THE BLESSED  
MONTH OF PAONI: THE CONSECRATION OF THE CHURCH OF MARI MINA AT  
MARIUT  
 
On this day is the commemoration of the appearance of the body of the honourable 
saint, and great martyr Mari Mina, and the consecration of his church at Mariut 
(Mareotis).  
 

Now, the body of this saint was hidden, and the Lord wished to reveal it. It came to pass 
that there was a shepherd, who pastured his sheep near the place where the  
body of the saint was buried. One day, one of his sheep, which was sick of a skin 
disease (mangy), dipped itself in the water of a pond which was near that place. It then 
went out of the water, and rolled itself in the sand of that place, and it was healed 
straightway. When the shepherd saw this wonder, he marvelled, and took  
 
_    
 34_
     



the sand of that place and mixed it with the water of the pond. He smeared every mangy 
sheep, or any that had a deformity, and they were healed immediately.  
 
The report of this shepherd became widespread in all the regions of the empire, until 
the emperor of Constantinople heard of it. He had an only daughter who was  
leprous. Her father sent her there. She questioned the shepherd about how she could 
get rid of her illness, and he told her. She took some of that sand and mixed it with the 
water. She retired to her quarters and smeared her body with the mixture and slept 
that night in that place. She saw in a dream St. Mina and he told her, "Rise up early 
and dig in this place and you shall find my body." When she woke up from her sleep, 
she found herself healed. She dug in that place, and she found the holy body. She sent 
to her father to inform him about what had happened. He rejoiced exceedingly, 
thanked God and praised His Holy Name. He sent men and money and built a church in 
that place which was consecrated on this day.  
 
When Arcadius and Honorius reigned they ordered a city to be built there which was 
called Mariut. The masses came to this church interceding with the blessed Mari Mina. 
God had honoured him by the miracles and wonders that were manifested from his 
pure body, until the Moslems occupied the city and destroyed it.  
 
The biography of this saint is mentioned under the 15th day of Hatour (see above).  
 
May his intercession be with us and Glory be to God forever. Amen.  
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Y O U AR E S P EC IA L  

DATE:  NOVEMBER 29-NOV 30, 2013  

REF ER EN C E :  YOU ARE SPECIAL BY MAX LUCADO  
OBJECTIVE:  OUR LOVE FOR BEING WITH THE LORD  
VERSE:  TASTE AND SEE THAT THE LORD IS GOOD (PSALM 34:8)  
 
 
The Wemmicks were small wooden people. All of the wooden people were carved by a 
woodworker named li. His workshop sat on a hill overlooking their village. Each 
Wemmick was different. Some had big noses, others had large eyes. Some were tall 
and others were short. Some wore hats, others wore coats. But all were made by the 
same carver and all lived in the same village.  
 
And all day, every day, the Wemmicks did the same thing: They gave each other 
stickers. Each Wemmick had a box of golden star stickers and a box of gray dot 
stickers. Up and down the streets all over the city, people spent their days sticking stars 
or dots on one another. The pretty ones, those with smooth wood and fine paint, 
always got stars. But if the wood was rough or the paint chipped, the Wemmicks gave 
dots. The talented ones got stars, too. Some could lift big sticks high above their heads 
or jump over tall boxes. Still others knew big words or could sing pretty songs. 
Everyone gave them stars.  
 
Some Wemmicks had stars all over them! Everytime they got a star it made them feel 
so good! It made them want to do something else and get another star.  
Others, though, could do little. They got dots.  
 
Punichello was one of these. He tried to jump high like the others, but he always fell. 
And when he fell, the others would gather around and give him more dots. Sometimes 
when he fell, his wood would get scratched so the people gave him more dots. Then 
when he would try to explain why he fell, he would say something silly, and the 
Wemmicks would give him more dots.  
 
After awhile he had so many dots that he didn't want to go outside. He was afraid he 
would do something dumb such as forget his hat or step in water, and then people 
would give him another dot. In fact, he had so many gray dots that some people would 
come up and give him one for no reason at all.  
 
"He deserves lots of dots," the wooden people would agree with on another. "He's  
not a good wooden person."  
 
After a while Punichello believed them. "I'm not a good Wemmick," he would say.  
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The few times he went outside, he hung around other Wemmicks who had a lot of  
dots. He felt better around them.  
 
One day he met a Wemmick who was unlike any he'd ever met. She had no dots or 
stars. She was just wooden. Her name was Lucia.  
 
It wasn't that people didn't try to give her stickers; it's just that the stickers didn't stick. 
Some of the Wemmicks admired Lucia for having no dots so they would run up and give 
her a star. But it would fall off. Others would look down on her for  
having no stars, so they would give her a dot. But it wouldn't stay either.  
 
That's the way I want to be, thought Punichello. I don't want anyone's marks.  
 
So he asked the stickerless Wemmick how she did it.  
 
"It's easy," she replied. "Everyday I go see Eli."  
 
"Eli?"  
 
"Yes, Eli. The woodcarver. I sit in the workshop with him."  
 
"Why?"  
 
"Why don't you find out for yourself? Go up the hill. He's there."  
 
And with that the Wemmick who had no stickers turned and skipped away.  
 
"But will he want to see me?"  Punichello cried out.  Lucia didn't hear. So  

Punichello went home. He sat near a window and watched the wooden people as  
they scurried around giving each other stars and dots. "It's not right," he muttered  
to himself. And so he decided to go see Eli.  
 
He walked up the narrow path to the top of the hill and stepped into the big shop. His 
wooden eyes widened at the size of everything. The stool was as tall as he was. He had 
to stretch on his tiptoes to see the top of the workbench. A hammer was as long as his 
arm. Punichello swallowed hard. "I'm not staying here!" and he turned to leave. Then he 
heard his name.  
 
"Punichello?" The voice was deep and strong.  
 
Punichello stopped.  
 
"Punichello! How good to see you. Come and let me have a look at you."  
 
Punichello turned slowly and looked at the large bearded craftsman. "You know my 
name?" the little Wemmick asked.  
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"Of course I do. I made you." Eli stooped down and picked him up and set him on  
the bench. "Hmmm," the maker spoke thoughtfully as he looked at the gray dots.  
"Looks like you've been given some bad marks."  
 
"I didn't mean to, Eli. I tried really hard."  
 
"Oh, you don't have to defend yourself to me, child. I don't care what the other  
Wemmicks think."  
 
"You don't?"  
 
"No and you shouldn't either.  Who are they to give stars or dots?  They're  
Wemmicks just like you. What they think doesn't matter, Punichello.  All that  
matters is what I think. And I think you're pretty special."  
 
Punichello laughed. "Me, special? Why? I can't walk fast. I can't jump. Mypaint  
is peeling. Why do I matter to you?"  
 
Eli looked at Punichello, put his hands on those small wood shouders, and spoke  
very slowly. "Because you're mine. That's why you matter to me."  
 
Punichello had never had anyone look at him like this- much less his maker. didn't 
know what to say.  
 
"Every day I've been hoping you'd come," Eli explained.  
 
"I came because I meet someone who had no marks," said Punichello.  
 
"I know. She told me about you."  
 
"Why don't the stickers stay on her?"  

 
He  

 
The maker spoke softly. "Because she has decided that what I think is more  
important than what they think. The stickers only stick if you let them."  
 
"What?"  
 
"The stickers only stick if they matter to you. The more you trust my love, the less  
you care about their stickers."  
 
"I'm not sure I understand."  
 
Eli smiled. "You will, but it will take time. You've got a lot of marks. For now, just  
come to see me every day and let me remind you how much I care."  
 
Eli lifted Punichello off the bench and set him on the ground.  
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"Remember," Eli said as the Wemmick walked out the door, "you are special  
because I made you. And I don't make mistakes."  
 
Punichello didn't stop, but in his heart he thought, I think he really means it. And when 
he did, a dot fell to the ground.  
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THE MIRACLE OF CATCHING THE FISH  

DATE:  
REF ER EN C E :  
OBJECTIVE:  
VERSE:  

DECEMBER 6-7, 2014  

LUKE 5:1-11  
THE LOVE OF GOD AND HIS BLESSINGS ON US  
THE BLESSING OF THE LORD, MAKES ONE RICH  
(PROVERBS 10:22)  

 
 
1So it was, as the multitude pressed about Him to hear the word of God, that He stood 
by the Lake of Gennesaret, 2and saw two boats standing by the lake; but the fishermen 
had gone from them and were washing their nets. 3Then He got into one of the boats, 
which was Simon's, and asked him to put out a little from the land. And He sat down 
and taught the multitudes from the boat. 4When He had stopped speaking, He said to 
Simon, "Launch out into the deep and let down your nets for a catch." 5But Simon 
answered and said to Him, "Master, we have toiled all night and caught nothing; 
nevertheless at Your word I will let down the net." 6And when they  
had done this, they caught a great number of fish, and their net was breaking. 7So  
they signaled to their partners in the other boat to come and help them. And they came 
and filled both the boats, so that they began to sink. 8When Simon Peter saw it, he fell 
down at Jesus' knees, saying, "Depart from me, for I am a sinful man, O Lord!" 9For he 
and all who were with him were astonished at the catch of fish which they had taken; 
10and so also were James and John, the sons of Zebedee, who were partners with 
Simon. And Jesus said to Simon, "Do not be afraid. From now  
on you will catch men." 11So when they had brought their boats to land, they  
forsook all and followed Him.  
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MOVING OF MOKATAM MOUNTAIN  

DATE:  DECEMBER 13-14, 2014  

REF ER EN C E :  SYNAXARIUM (6 KIAHK)  
OBJECTIVE:  POW ER OF PR AY ER  
VERSE:  PRACTICE KERIELEYSON  
 
 
On this day also, of the year 970 A.D., the saint Anba Abraam, the sixty-second Pope 
of Alexandria departed. This father was a descendant of the Christians of the East, 
whose name was Ebn-Zaraa the Syrian. He was a rich merchant who visited Egypt 
often, then finally settled there. He was blessed with many virtues, including  
mercy to the needy. His reputation of righteousness and knowledge became well  
known when the chair of the Patriarchate became vacant, the bishops and the learned 
elders all agreed to choose him as Patriarch. When he sat on the chair of the See of St. 
Mark, he gave all his possessions to the poor and needy. During his days, Ebn-Mina 
appointed the Coptic minister Cosman, a governor over Palestine, Before his departure 
he entrusted one hundred thousand dinars to the father, the Patriarch, asking him to 
hold them until he returned, He asked the Pope to give the money to the poor, the 
needy, the churches and the monasteries if he died there. When the news of the taking 
over of Syria and Palestine, by Hafktin, reached the Patriarch, he thought that Cosman 
died. He distributed that money according to his will. But Cosman was saved from death 
and returned to Egypt. The father, the Patriarch, told him what he did with the money, 
and Cosman was glad and exceedingly joyful.  
 
Among his accomplishments was the abolition of some corrupt and erroneous customs. 
He prevented and excommunicated everyone who took bribes from anyone for the 
purpose of gaining a clergical position. He also strongly forbade the keeping of 
concubines. When the people who were practicing that, knew his orders, the fear of 
God moved them, for they also feared that the Patriarch might excommunicate them. 
They set all their concubines free and went to the Patriarch repenting, except for one of 
the rich men of the country, This man did not fear God nor did he heed the fact that this 
father who chided him repeatedly and was very patient with him would excommunicate 
him. He did not return from his evil way and was not afraid lest God should destroy 
him. In spite of that, this father did not slacken in teaching and rebuking him. 
Furthermore, he humbled himself like Christ, his teacher, and he went to that Man's 
house. When the man heard of the arrival of the patriarch to his standing at the door for 
two hours knocking but the man neither opened the door for him, nor did he speak to 
him. The father realized that this  
wretched man had intentionally separated himself from the flock of Christ and  
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became a corrupt member. The Pope saw it fit to cut him from the body of the church, 
so as not to corrupt the rest of the body. He excommunicated him saying, "His blood be 
on his own head," and then the Pope shook off the dust from his  
sandals at the door of the house of that man.  At this moment God manifested  
a sign before the eyes of those present, for the doorstep, which was jade of granite, 
had split in two. Later on, the Lord showed his might, and the man became very poor 
to the point that he did not have a penny and he was fired from his position in disgrace. 
He became ill and had a disease which led to his death in a horrible way. He became 
an example to the others; since many sinners learned a lesson and were afraid as a 
result of what happened to him.  
 
During the days of this father, El-Mu'izz, the Khalifa, had a minister his name was Jacob 
Ebn-Youssef, who was a Jew that adopted the Muslim faith (Islam). That minister had a 
Jewish friend, who used to go with him frequently to the Khalifa and converse with him. 
That Jewish friend took advantage of the favor that his friend had with the Khalifa, and 
found this to be a way to ask for the presence of the father, the patriarch, in order that 
he might have an argument with him. Abba Abraam came along with Anba Severus 
Ebn-EI-Mukafaa, bishop of Ashmunen. EI- Mu'izz ordered them to sit, so they sat down 
quietly. He asked, ''Why are you not arguing?'' Anba Severus answered, ''How can we 
argue in the presence of El- Khalifa, a man who is less intelligent than an ox?'' EI-
Mu'izz asked for an explanation. Anba Sevenus said, ''The word declared by the mouth 
of the prophet, 'The ox knoweth his owner, and the ass his master's crib: but Israel 
doth not  
know.'" (Isaiah 1:3) They argued with that Jew and shamed him with all the  
arguments that prove the soundness of the Christian faith The minister and his  
Jewish friend were not able to bear the insults, so they sought the chance to revenge 
on the Christians.  
 
A few days later, the minister went to El-Mu'izz and said, ''Your royal highness knows 
that the faith of the Christians does not have a sound base.'' Their Bible states, "If you 
have faith as a grain of mustard seed, you shall say to this mountain, move from here 
to there, and it will move.'' (Matthew 17:20) He added that the Khalifa is positive that 
these sayings and what they claim is false. In order to prove his point, he said, "We will 
summon the patriarch to give us the proof that Christ's sayings are true.'' The Khalifa 
thought to himself, ''If the saying of Christ is true, that would be of great benefit to us, 
for the Mukatam is too close to Cairo, if the mountain can be moved away some, that 
will make the position of the city greater than what it is now, and if the saying is not 
true, that will give us an excuse to persecute the Christians without being criticized.'' 
EI-Mu'izz called the father, the patriarch, and placed this saying before him. He asked 
for proof of its soundness. The Pope asked for three days, which were granted.  
 
When the Pope left El-Khalifa, he gathered the monks and the bishops nearby and  
they all stayed in El-Mualaqua (the Suspended) Church in Old Cairo, three days  
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fasting and making sup¬plications to God. On the third day, at dawn, our Holy  
Lady, the Virgin, St. Mary, the Mother of God, appeared to Abba Abraam and told him to 
rise up and go to the street which leads to the market, there he would find a  
one-eyed man bearing a pot of water on his shoulder, She instructed him to hold  
him for he would perform this sign for him. This holy man's name was Simon and he 
was a shoemaker. The father, the patriarch, took him along with some of the priests, 
monks and people to see El-¬Mu'izz, who was out with the government leaders and the 
nobles of the city beside the Mukatam Mountain. The father, the patriarch, stood with 
those who were with him on one side and El-Mu'izz and his entourage stood on the 
other side. The father, the patriarch, and the believers prayed and knelt down three 
times, and every time they knelt, they said, ''Kiryalayson'' (Lord have mercy). 
Whenever the patriarch and the congregation  
lifted up their heads after each bow, the mountain would lift up and when they bowed 
down, the mountain was lowered down to the ground, and whenever they walked, the 
mountain moved before them. A great fear came on the Khalifa and his companions and 
many fell on the ground. The Khalifa advanced on his horse toward the patriarch and 
said, ''O great teacher, I now know that you area holy man, ask whatsoever you wish 
and I will give it to you. The patriarch refused to ask for  
anything; but when the Khalifa insisted, he asked him  to allow him to build  
churches, especially the church of St. Mercurius (of the two swords) which was in Old 
Cairo. He wrote him a decree permitting the building and the renovation of  
churches and he gave him a large sum of money from the treasury. The patriarch  
thanked him and prayed for him, but he refused to take the money. As a result, EI-
Mu'izz loved and respected him more for his reverence and for his righteousness.  
 
When they started building the church of St. Mercurius, some evil men prevented them 
from working, whereupon El-Mu'izz came to the sight and kept the troublemakers 
away. He remained there, standing until they completed laying the foundation. This 
father renovated many churches all over the See of St. Mark. When he completed his 
course, he departed in peace after he sat on the chair for three years and six days.  
 
May his prayers be with us and Glory be to God forever. Amen  
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ANGEL'S APPEARANCE TO ZACHARIAH  

DATE:  
REF ER EN C E :  
OBJECTIVE:  
VERSE:  

DECEMBER 20-21, 2014  

LUKE 1:5-25, 57-66 & LIFE OF ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST  
LOVE OF GOD FOR HIS CHILDREN  
FOR WITH GOD NOTHING SHALL BE IMPOSSIBLE (LUKE  
1:37).  

 
 
5There was in the days of Herod, the king of Judea, a certain priest named Zacharias, 
of the division of Abijah. His wife was of the daughters of Aaron, and her name was 
Elizabeth. 6And they were both righteous before God, walking in all the commandments 
and ordinances of the Lord blameless. 7But they had no child, because Elizabeth was 
barren, and they were both well advanced in years. 8So it was, that while he was 
serving as priest before God in the order of his division, 9according to the custom of 
the priesthood, his lot fell to burn incense when he went into the temple of the Lord. 
10And the whole multitude of the people was praying outside at the hour of incense. 
11Then an angel of the Lord appeared to him, standing on the right side of the altar of 
incense. 12And when Zacharias saw  
him, he was troubled, and fear fell upon him. 13But the angel said to him, "Do not  
be afraid, Zacharias, for your prayer is heard; and your wife Elizabeth will bear you a 
son, and you shall call his name John. 14"And you will have joy and gladness, and many 
will rejoice at his birth. 15"For he will be great in the sight of the Lord, and shall drink 
neither wine nor strong drink. He will also be filled with the Holy Spirit, even from his 
mother's womb. 16"And he will turn many of the children of Israel to the Lord their God. 
17"He will also go before Him in the spirit and power of Elijah, 'to turn the hearts of the 
fathers to the children,' and the disobedient to the wisdom of the just, to make ready a 
people prepared for the Lord." 18And Zacharias said to the angel, "How shall I know 
this? For I am an old man, and my wife is well advanced in years." 19And the angel 
answered and said to him, "I am Gabriel, who stands in the presence of God, and was 
sent to speak to you and bring you these glad tidings. 20"But behold, you will be mute 
and not able to speak until the day these things take place, because you did not believe 
my words which will be fulfilled in their own time." 21And the people waited for 
Zacharias, and marveled that he lingered so long in the temple. 22But when he came 
out, he could not speak to them; and they perceived that he had seen a vision in the 
temple, for he beckoned to them and remained speechless. 23And so it was, as soon 
as the days of his service were completed, that he departed to his own house. 24Now 
after those  
days his wife Elizabeth conceived; and she hid herself five months, saying, 25"Thus  
the Lord has dealt with me, in the days when He looked on me, to take away my  
reproach among people."  
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55 As He spoke to our fathers, To Abraham and to his seed forever." 56And Mary  
remained with her about three months, and returned to her house. 57Now  
Elizabeth's full time came for her to be delivered and she brought forth a son.  
58When her neighbors and relatives heard how the Lord had shown great mercy to  
her, they rejoiced with her.59So it was, on the eighth day, that they came to  
circumcise the child; and they would have called him by the name of his father,  
Zacharias. 60His mother answered and said, "No; he shall be called John." 61But they 
said to her, "There is no one among your relatives who is called by this name." 62So they 
made signs to his father—what he would have him called. 63And he  
asked for a writing tablet, and wrote, saying, "His name is John." So they all  
marveled. 64Immediately his mouth was opened and his tongue loosed, and he  
spoke, praising God. 65Then fear came on all who dwelt around them; and all these 
sayings were discussed throughout all the hill country of Judea. 66And all those who 
heard them kept them in their hearts, saying, "What kind of child will this be?"  
And the hand of the Lord was with him.  
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THE ANNUNCIATION  

DATE:  
REF ER EN C E :  
OBJECTIVE:  
VERSE:  

DECEMBER 27-28, 2014  

LUKE 1:26-56 & LIFE OF ST. MARY  
LOVE OF GOD FOR HIS CHILDREN  
HAIL, O FAVORED ONE, THE LORD IS  
1:28)  

 
 
 
 
 
 
WITH YOU  

 

 
 
 
 
 
(LU K E  

 
 
26Now in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a city of Galilee named 
Nazareth, 27to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of 
David. The virgin's name was Mary. 28And having come in, the angel said to her, 
"Rejoice, highly favored one, the Lord is with you; blessed are you among women!" 
29But when she saw him, she was troubled at his saying, and considered what manner 
of greeting this was. 30Then the angel said to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have 
found favor with God. 31"And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bring forth a 
Son, and shall call His name JESUS. 32"He will be great,  
and will be called the Son of the Highest; and the Lord God will give Him the throne  
of His father David. 33"And He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of His 
kingdom there will be no end." 34Then Mary said to the angel, "How can this be, since I 
do not know a man?" 35And the angel answered and said to her, "The Holy Spirit will 
come upon you, and the power of the Highest will overshadow you;  
therefore, also, that Holy One who is to be born will be called the Son of God.  
36"Now indeed, Elizabeth your relative has also conceived a son in her old age; and  
this is now the sixth month for her who was called barren. 37"For with God nothing  
will be impossible." 38Then Mary said, "Behold the maidservant of the Lord! Let it  
be to me according to your word." And the angel departed from her.  
 
39Now Mary arose in those days and went into the hill country with haste, to a city of 
Judah, 40and entered the house of Zacharias and greeted Elizabeth. 41And it 
happened, when Elizabeth heard the greeting of Mary, that the babe leaped in her 
womb; and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit. 42Then she spoke out with a loud 
voice and said, "Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb! 
43"But why is this granted to me, that the mother of my Lord should come to me? 
44"For indeed, as soon as the voice of your greeting sounded in my ears, the babe 
leaped in my womb for joy. 45"Blessed is she who believed, for there will be a 
fulfillment of those things which were told her from the Lord." 46And Mary said: "My soul 
magnifies the Lord, 47And my spirit has rejoiced in God my  
Savior. 48For He has regarded the lowly state of His maidservant;  For behold,  
henceforth all generations will call me blessed. 49For He who is mighty has done  
great things for me, And holy is His name. 50And His mercy is on those who fear  
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Him from generation to generation. 51He has shown strength with His arm; He  
has scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts. 5He has put down the 
mighty from their thrones, And exalted the lowly. 53He has filled the hungry with  
good things, And the rich He has sent away empty. 54He has helped His servant  
Israel, In remembrance of His mercy, 55As He spoke to our fathers, To Abraham and to 
his seed forever." 56And Mary remained with her about three months, and returned to 
her house.  
 
 
TO MARY CAME GABRIEL  
TO MARY CAME GABRIEL, TO A VILLAGE IN GALILEE.  
AND TOLD HER GOD IS WITH YOU, O MARY, PEACE WITH YOU.  
O MARY, PEACE WITH YOU.  
 

 
HAIL O FAVORED ONE ON EARTH, YOU WILL BEAR JESUS THE CHRIST.  
AND HIS NAME EMMANUEL, MEANS THE LORD IS WITH US.  
MEANS THE LORD IS WITH US.  
 

 
IN A MANGER THE LORD WAS BORN; THE HEAVEN IS HIS THRONE.  
ON THE HAY WAS HIS BED, CHRIST THE KING LAID HIS HEAD.  
CHRIST THE KING LAID HIS HEAD.  
 

 
THE ANGELS OF THE HEAVENLY HOST, PRAISED THE LORD FOR HIS BIRTH.  
GLORY TO GOD IN THE HIGHEST, AND PEACE BE ON THE EARTH.  
AND PEACE BE ON THE EARTH.  
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THE BIRTH OF JESUS AND THE THREE WISE MEN  

DATE:  
REF ER EN C E :  
OBJECTIVE:  
VERSE:  

JANUARY 3-4, 2015  

LUKE 2: 1-20, MATTHEW 2:1-12  
THE BIRTH OF JESUS  
GLORY TO GOD IN THE HIGHEST, AND  
(LUKE 2:14)  

 
 
 
 
 
 
ON EARTH PEACE  

 
 
1And it came to pass in those days that a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all 
the world should be registered. 2This census first took place while Quirinius was 
governing Syria. 3So all went to be registered, everyone to his own city.  
4Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judea, to the  
city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of 
David, 5to be registered with Mary, his betrothed wife, who was with child. 6So it was, 
that while they were there, the days were completed for her to be delivered. 7And she 
brought forth her firstborn Son, and wrapped Him in swaddling cloths, and laid Him in a 
manger, because there was no room for them in the inn.  
 
8Now there were in the same country shepherds living out in the fields, keeping watch 
over their flock by night. 9And behold, an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the 
glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were greatly afraid.  
10Then the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid, for behold, I bring you good  
tidings of great joy which will be to all people. 11"For there is born to you this day in the 
city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 12"And this will be the sign to you: You 
will find a Babe wrapped in swaddling cloths, lying in a manger." 13And suddenly there 
was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying: 14 "Glory 
to God in the highest, And on earth peace, goodwill toward  
men!"  
 
15So it was, when the angels had gone away from them into heaven, that the 
shepherds said to one another, "Let us now go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has 
come to pass, which the Lord has made known to us." 16And they came with haste and 
found Mary and Joseph, and the Babe lying in a manger. 17Now when  
they had seen Him, they made widely known the saying which was told them  
concerning this Child. 18And all those who heard it marveled at those things which were 
told them by the shepherds. 19But Mary kept all these things and pondered them in her 
heart. 20Then the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things that 
they had heard and seen, as it was told them.  
 
1Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, 
behold, wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, 2saying, "Where is He who has  
 
 

_    
 48_
     



been born King of the Jews? For we have seen His star in the East and have come  
to worship Him." 3When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all  
Jerusalem with him. 4And when he had gathered all the chief priests and scribes of the 
people together, he inquired of them where the Christ was to be born. 5So they  
said to him, "In Bethlehem of Judea, for thus it is written by the prophet:  
 
6'But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, Are not the least among the rulers of  
Judah; For out of you shall come a Ruler Who will shepherd My people Israel.' "  
 
7Then Herod, when he had secretly called the wise men, determined from them what 
time the star appeared. 8And he sent them to Bethlehem and said, "Go and search 
carefully for the young Child, and when you have found Him, bring back word to me, 
that I may come and worship Him also." 9When they heard the king, they departed; 
and behold, the star which they had seen in the East went before them, till it came and 
stood over where the young Child was. 10When they saw the star, they rejoiced with 
exceedingly great joy. 11And when they had come into the  
house, they saw the young Child with Mary His mother, and fell down and  
worshiped Him. And when they had opened their treasures, they presented gifts to Him: 
gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 12Then, being divinely warned in a dream that  
they should not return to Herod, they departed for their own country another way.  
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CHRISTMAS PARTY  

DATE:  JANUARY 10-11, 2015  
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BAPTISM OF JESUS  

DATE:  
REF ER EN C E :  
OBJECTIVE:  
VERSE:  

JANUARY 17-18, 2015  

MATTHEW 3:1-17 & THE SEVEN SACRAMENTS  
THE APPEARANCE OF THE TRINITY  
THIS IS MY BELOVED SON, IN WHOM I AM WELL PLEASED  
(MATTHEW 3:17)  

 
 
1In those days John the Baptist came preaching in the wilderness of Judea, 2and 
saying, "Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand!" 3For this is he who was  
spoken of by the prophet Isaiah, saying:  "The voice of one crying in the  
wilderness: 'Prepare the way of the LORD; Make His paths straight.' "  
 
4And John himself was clothed in camel's hair, with a leather belt around his waist; and 
his food was locusts and wild honey. 5Then Jerusalem, all Judea, and all the region 
around the Jordan went out to him 6and were baptized by him in the Jordan, confessing 
their sins. 7But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to his 
baptism, he said to them, "Brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to 
come? 8"Therefore bear fruits worthy of repentance, 9"and do not think to say to 
yourselves, 'We have Abraham as our father.' For I say to you  
that God is able to raise up children to Abraham from these stones. 10"And even  
now the ax is laid to the root of the trees. Therefore every tree which does not bear 
good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 11"I indeed baptize you with water unto 
repentance, but He who is coming after me is mightier than I, whose sandals I am not 
worthy to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 12"His winnowing fan 
is in His hand, and He will thoroughly clean out His threshing floor, and gather His 
wheat into the barn; but He will burn up the chaff with  
unquenchable fire."  
 
13Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan to be baptized by him.  
14And John tried to prevent Him, saying, "I need to be baptized by You, and are  
You coming to me?" 15But Jesus answered and said to him, "Permit it to be so now, for 
thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness." Then he allowed Him. 16When He had 
been baptized, Jesus came up immediately from the water; and behold, the heavens 
were opened to Him, and He saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting 
upon Him. 17And suddenly a voice came from heaven, saying, "This is  
My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased."  
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JESUS CALLS THE 12 DISCIPLES  

DATE:  
REF ER EN C E :  
OBJECTIVE:  
VERSE:  
 
 
 
 
MAT 4:17-22  

JANUARY 24-25, 2015  

MAT 4:17-22; MAT 9:9-10; MAT 10:1-7  
TO TEACH THE CHILDREN ABOUT THE TWELVE DISCIPLES.  
AND HE SAID UNTO THEM, FOLLOW ME, AND I WILL MAKE  
YOU FISHERS OF MEN. (MATTHEW 4:19)  

From that time Jesus began to preach, and to say, Repent: for the kingdom of  
heaven is at hand. And Jesus, walking by the sea of Galilee, saw two brethren,  
Simon called Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea: for they were 
fishers. And he saith unto them, Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men. And 
they straightway left [their] nets, and followed him. And going on from thence, he saw 
other two brethren, James [the son] of Zebedee, and John his brother, in a ship with 
Zebedee their father, mending their nets; and he called them. And they immediately left 
the ship and their father, and followed him.  
 
 
 
MAT 9:9-10  
And as Jesus passed forth from thence, he saw a man, named Matthew, sitting at  
the receipt of custom: and he saith unto him, Follow me. And he arose, and  
followed him. And it came to pass, as Jesus sat at meat in the house, behold, many 
publicans and sinners came and sat down with him and his disciples.  
 
 
 
MAT 10:1-7  
And when he had called unto [him] his twelve disciples, he gave them power  
[against] unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to heal all manner of sickness and  
all manner of disease. Now the names of the twelve apostles are these; The first,  
Simon, who is called Peter, and Andrew his brother; James [the son] of Zebedee, and 
John his brother; Philip, and Bartholomew; Thomas, and Matthew the publican; James 
[the son] of Alphaeus, and Lebbaeus, whose surname was Thaddaeus; Simon the 
Canaanite, and Judas Iscariot, who also betrayed him. These twelve Jesus sent forth, 
and commanded them, saying, Go not into the way of the Gentiles, and into [any] city 
of the Samaritans enter ye not: But go rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. 
And as ye go, preach, saying, The kingdom of  
heaven is at hand.  
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F ISHERS O F M EN  
I WILL MAKE YOU FISHERS OF MEN, FISHERS OF MEN, FISHERS OF MEN  
I WILL MAKE YOU FISHERS OF MEN  
IF YOU FOLLOW ME  
IF YOU FOLLOW ME  
IF YOU FOLLOW ME  
I W IL L M A K E Y O U F IS H E R S O F M E N  
IF YOU FOLLOW ME  
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THE ANGELS  

DATE:  JANUARY 31-FEBRUARY 1, 2015  

REF ER EN C E : THE ANGELS BY HH POPE SHENOUDA III  

OBJECTIVE:  TO LEARN WHAT THE ANGELS DO.  

VERSE:  THERE WAS WITH THE ANGELS A MULTITUDE  OF THE  
HEAVENLY HOST (LUKE 2:13)  
 
 

There are multitudes of angels in heaven. They do not have a body like us but we can 
see them sometimes if God wants us to see them. God can always send them to do 
things for His children. They can protect us from bad things that can happen to us or 
they can bring us messages from God. Otherwise  
they are praying and singing hymns to God all the time. There are different  
kinds of angels. There are archangels and angels. The archangels are Michael, 
Gabriel, Raphael, Souriel, Sadakiel, Sarathiel and Ananiel. Angels are beautiful, kind and 
calm. They can have wings or they can appear like people.  
Every one of us has an angel that follows him  
wherever he goes to guard and protect him from any bad things.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    



JO N A H  

DATE:  
REF ER EN C E :  
OBJECTIVE:  
VERSE:  

 

 
 

FEBRUARY 7-8, 2015  
JONAH  
OBEDIENCE TO GOD  
FEAR NOT, FOR I AM WITH  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
YOU  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(ISAIAH 41:10)  

 
 
1Now the word of the LORD came to Jonah the son of Amittai, saying, 2"Arise, go to 
Nineveh, that great city, and cry out against it; for their wickedness has come up before 
Me." 3But Jonah arose to flee to Tarshish from the presence of the LORD. He went down 
to Joppa, and found a ship going to Tarshish; so he paid the fare, and went down into it, 
to go with them to Tarshish from the presence of the LORD.  
 
4But the LORD sent out a great wind on the sea, and there was a mighty tempest on 
the sea, so that the ship was about to be broken up. 5Then the mariners were afraid; 
and every man cried out to his god, and threw the cargo that was in the ship into the 
sea, to lighten the load. But Jonah had gone down into the lowest parts of the ship, had 
lain down, and was fast asleep. 6So the captain came to him, and said to him, "What do 
you mean, sleeper? Arise, call on your God; perhaps your God will consider us, so that 
we may not perish." 7And they said to one another, "Come, let us cast lots, that we 
may know for whose cause this trouble has come upon us." So they cast lots, and the 
lot fell on Jonah. 8Then they said to him, "Please tell us! For whose cause is this 
trouble upon us? What is your occupation? And where do you come from? What is 
your country? And of what  
people are you?" 9So he said to them, "I am a Hebrew; and I fear the LORD, the  
God of heaven, who made the sea and the dry land."  
 
10Then the men were exceedingly afraid, and said to him, "Why have you done this?" 
For the men knew that he fled from the presence of the LORD, because he had told 
them. 11Then they said to him, "What shall we do to you that the sea may be calm for 
us?"—for the sea was growing more tempestuous. 12And he said to them, "Pick me up 
and throw me into the sea; then the sea will become calm for you. For I know that this 
great tempest is because of me." 13Nevertheless the men rowed hard to return to land, 
but they could not, for the sea continued to grow more tempestuous against them. 
14Therefore they cried out to the LORD and said, "We pray, O LORD, please do not let us 
perish for this man's life, and do not charge us with innocent blood; for You, O LORD, 
have done as it pleased You." 15So they picked up Jonah and threw him into the sea, 
and the sea ceased from its raging. 16Then the men feared the LORD exceedingly, and 
offered a sacrifice to the LORD and took vows.  
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17Now the LORD had prepared a great fish to swallow Jonah. And Jonah was in the  
belly of the fish three days and three nights.  
 
1Then Jonah prayed to the LORD his God from the fish's belly. 2And he said: "I cried 
out to the LORD because of my affliction, And He answered me. "Out of the belly of 
Sheol I cried, And You heard my voice. 3For You cast me into the deep,  
Into the heart of the seas, And the floods surrounded me; All Your billows and Your  
waves passed over me. 4Then I said, 'I have been cast out of Your sight; Yet I will look 
again toward Your holy temple.' 5The waters surrounded me, even to my soul; The deep 
closed around me; Weeds were wrapped around my head. 6I went down to the 
moorings of the mountains; The earth with its bars closed behind me forever; Yet You 
have brought up my life from the pit, O LORD, my God. 7"When my soul fainted within 
me, I remembered the LORD; And my prayer went up to You, Into Your holy temple. 
8"Those who regard worthless idols Forsake their own Mercy. 9But I will sacrifice to You 
With the voice of thanksgiving; I will pay what I have vowed. Salvation is of the LORD." 
10So the LORD spoke to the fish, and it vomited Jonah onto dry land.  
 
1Now the word of the LORD came to Jonah the second time, saying, 2"Arise, go to 
Nineveh, that great city, and preach to it the message that I tell you." 3So Jonah arose 
and went to Nineveh, according to the word of the LORD. Now Nineveh was an 
exceedingly great city, a three-day journey in extent. 4And Jonah began to  
enter the city on the first day's walk. Then he cried out and said, "Yet forty days,  
and Nineveh shall be overthrown!"  
 
5So the people of Nineveh believed God, proclaimed a fast, and put on sackcloth, from 
the greatest to the least of them. 6Then word came to the king of Nineveh; and he 
arose from his throne and laid aside his robe, covered himself with sackcloth and sat in 
ashes. 7And he caused it to be proclaimed and published throughout Nineveh by the 
decree of the king and his nobles, saying, Let neither man nor beast, herd nor flock, 
taste anything; do not let them eat, or drink water. 8But let man and beast be covered 
with sackcloth, and cry mightily to God; yes, let every  
one turn from his evil way and from the violence that is in his hands. 9Who can tell  
if God will turn and relent, and turn away from His fierce anger, so that we may not  
perish?  
 
10Then God saw their works, that they turned from their evil way; and God relented 
from the disaster that He had said He would bring upon them, and He did not do it.  
 
1But it displeased Jonah exceedingly, and he became angry. 2So he prayed to the 
LORD, and said, "Ah, LORD, was not this what I said when I was still in my country? 
Therefore I fled previously to Tarshish; for I know that You are a gracious and merciful 
God, slow to anger and abundant in loving kindness, One whorelents  
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from doing harm. 3"Therefore now, O LORD, please take my life from me, for it is  
better for me to die than to live!" 4Then the LORD said, "Is it right for you to be  
angry?"  
 
5So Jonah went out of the city and sat on the east side of the city. There he made 
himself a shelter and sat under it in the shade, till he might see what would become of 
the city. 6And the LORD God prepared a plant and made it come up over Jonah, that it 
might be shade for his head to deliver him from his misery. So Jonah was very grateful 
for the plant. 7But as morning dawned the next day God prepared a worm, and it so 
damaged the plant that it withered. 8And it happened, when the sun arose, that God 
prepared a vehement east wind; and the sun beat on Jonah's head, so that he grew 
faint. Then he wished death for himself, and said, "It is  
better for me to die than to live."  
 
9Then God said to Jonah, "Is it right for you to be angry about the plant?" And he said, 
"It is right for me to be angry, even to death!" 10But the LORD said, "You have had pity 
on the plant for which you have not labored, nor made it grow, which came up in a night 
and perished in a night. 11"And should I not pity Nineveh, that great city, in which are 
more than one hundred and twenty thousand persons who  
cannot discern between their right hand and their left—and much livestock?"  
 
 
 
GOD LOVES A CHEERFUL GIVER  

 
 
CHORUS:  GOD LOVES A CHEERFUL GIVER; GIVE IT ALL YOU'VE GOT  

HE LOVES TO HEAR YOU LAUGHIN' WHEN YOU'RE IN AN ACKWARD SPOT  
WHEN THE ODDS ADD UP AGAINST YOU, IT'S TIME TO STOP AND SING  
PRAISE GOD, TO PRAISE HIM IS A JOYOUS THING  
 

 
JONAH WAS A GLOOMY SORT; HE ALWAYS HAD A SAD REPORT  
HE RAN FROM GOD, HE RAN AND HE SET SAIL  
HIS JOURNEY'S END WAS QUITE A BUST  
A FISH CAME BY AND SWALLOWED HIM UP  
HE SPENT 3 DARK AND DREARY DAYS INSIDE A WHALE  
 

 
CHORUS:  
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 S T. PA U L & S T. AN TH O N Y  

DATE:  
 
REF ER EN C E :  
 
 
OBJECTIVE:  
VERSE:  

FEBRUARY 14-15, 

2015  

"LIFE OF ST. PAUL & ST. ANTHONY"; SYNAXARIUM (2  
A M S HI R )  
INTERCESSION OF SAINTS  
IF YOU WANT TO BE PERFECT, GO, SELL WHAT YOU HAVE  
AND GIVE TO THE POOR, AND YOU WILL HAVE TREASURE IN  
HEAVEN; AND COME, FOLLOW ME (MATTHEW 19:21)  

 
 
Saint Paul once had an argument with his brother regarding their inheritance from their 
family. On their way to the judge St. Paul saw a funeral. He felt that earthly material 
are not important, they take us away from God. So he decided to leave his brother all 
the inheritance. Then he prayed to God and went to the desert alone  
to worship God in peace, without worrying about food or drink. St. Paul walked  
many miles into the desert until he settled down. Then he became hungry and 
surprisingly he found a crow holding half a loaf of bread in his mouth bringing it to St. 
Paul. So St. Paul ate and thanked God for His care. The crow came back every day to 
the desert with half a loaf of bread for St. Paul. There was another great Saint named 
St. Anthony who also lived in the desert. When he was young he went to church and 
heard a verse, "If you want to be perfect, go, sell what you have and give to the poor, 
and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow Me." So St. Anthony did what 
the verse said and lived in the desert. One day, St. Anthony prayed to God to know if 
there was anybody else living in the desert like him. An angel appeared to St. Anthony 
and told him about St. Paul and where to find him. When St. Anthony finally met with 
St. Paul they prayed together. Then the crow came, but this time he came with a whole 
loaf of bread. They told each other their  
stories and they praised God for His care.  
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THE MIRACLE OF FEEDING THE MULTITUDES  

DATE:  
REF ER EN C E : 
OBJECTIVE:  
VERSE:  

FEBRUARY 21-22, 2015  

JOHN 6:1-13  
JESUS THE GIVER OF GOOD THINGS  
THE BLESSING OF THE LORD MAKES  
10:22)  

 
 
 
 
 
 
ONE RICH  

 

 
 
 
 
 
(P R O V E R BS  

 
 
1After these things Jesus went over the Sea of Galilee, which is the Sea of Tiberias. 
2Then a great multitude followed Him, because they saw His signs which He  
performed on those who were diseased. 3And Jesus went up on the mountain, and there 
He sat with His disciples. 4Now the Passover, a feast of the Jews, was near. 5Then Jesus 
lifted up His eyes, and seeing a great multitude coming toward Him,  
He said to Philip, "Where shall we buy bread, that these may eat?" 6But this He  
said to test him, for He Himself knew what He would do. 7Philip answered Him, "Two 
hundred denarii worth of bread is not sufficient for them, that every one of them may 
have a little." 8One of His disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter's brother, said to Him, 9"There 
is a lad here who has five barley loaves and two small fish, but what are they among so 
many?" 10Then Jesus said, "Make the people sit down." Now there was much grass in 
the place. So the men sat down, in number about five thousand. 11And Jesus took the 
loaves, and when He had given thanks He distributed them to the disciples, and the 
disciples to those sitting down; and likewise of the fish, as much as they wanted. 12So 
when they were filled, He said  
to His disciples, "Gather up the fragments that remain, so that nothing is lost."  
13Therefore they gathered them up, and filled twelve baskets with the fragments of  
the five barley loaves which were left over by those who had eaten.  
 
 
 
FIVE LOAVES AND TWO FISH  
FIVE LOAVES AND TWO FISH  
IN THE HANDS OF THE LORD IS A BIG BIG DISH!  
ONE LITTLE BOY GAVE AWAY HIS LUNCH  

AND JESUS LET 5,000 MUNCH! 
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JESUS WALKING ON WATER  

DATE:  
REF ER EN C E :  
OBJECTIVE:  
VERSE:  

FEBRUARY 28-29, 2015  
MATTHEW 14:22-33  
THE POWER OF GOD ON NATURE  
BE OF GOOD CHEER; IT IS I; BE NOT  
14:27)  

 
 
 
 
 
 
AFRAID  

 

 
 
 
 
 
(MATTHEW



22Immediately Jesus made His disciples get into the boat and go before Him to the other 
side, while He sent the multitudes away. 23And when He had sent the multitudes away, 
He went up on the mountain by Himself to pray. Now when evening came, He was alone 
there. 24But the boat was now in the middle of the sea, tossed by the waves, for the 
wind was contrary. 25Now in the fourth watch of the night Jesus went to them, walking 
on the sea. 26And when the disciples saw Him walking on the sea, they were troubled, 
saying, "It is a ghost!" And they cried out for fear. 27But immediately Jesus spoke to 
them, saying, "Be of good cheer! It  
is I; do not be afraid." 28And Peter answered Him and said, "Lord, if it is You,  
command me to come to You on the water." 29So He said, "Come." And when Peter had 
come down out of the boat, he walked on the water to go to Jesus. 30But when he saw 
that the wind was boisterous, he was afraid; and beginning to sink he cried out, saying, 
"Lord, save me!" 31And immediately Jesus stretched out His hand and caught him, and 
said to him, "O you of little faith, why did you doubt?" 32And when they got into the 
boat, the wind ceased. 33Then those who were in the boat came  

and worshiped Him, saying, "Truly You are the Son of God." 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



THE PRODIGAL SON  

DATE:  MARCH 7-8, 2015 

REF ER EN C E :  LUKE 15:11-32  
OBJECTIVE:  GOD'S COMPASSION FOR SINNERS IN REPENTANCE  
VERSE:  YOU ARE MY SON, TODAY I HAVE BEGOTTEN YOU (PS 2:7)  
 
 
11Then He said: "A certain man had two sons. 12"And the younger of them said to his 
father, 'Father, give me the portion of goods that falls to me.' So he divided to them his 
livelihood. 13"And not many days after, the younger son gathered all together, 
journeyed to a far country, and there wasted his possessions with prodigal living. 
14"But when he had spent all, there arose a severe famine in that land, and he began to 
be in want. 15"Then he went and joined himself to a citizen of that country, and he sent 
him into his fields to feed swine. 16"And he would gladly have filled his stomach with 
the pods that the swine ate, and no one gave him anything. 17"But when he came to 
himself, he said, 'How many of my father's  
hired servants have bread enough and to spare, and I perish with hunger! 18'I will  
arise and go to my father, and will say to him, "Father, I have sinned against heaven 
and before you, 19"and I am no longer worthy to be called your son. Make me like one 
of your hired servants." ' 20"And he arose and came to his father. But when he was still 
a great way off, his father saw him and had compassion, and ran and fell on his neck 
and kissed him. 21"And the son said to him, 'Father, I have sinned against heaven and 
in your sight, and am no longer worthy to be called your son.' 22"But the father said to 
his servants, 'Bring out the best robe and put it on him, and put a ring on his hand and 
sandals on his feet. 23'And bring the fatted calf here and kill it, and let us eat and be 
merry; 24'for this my son was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.' And 
they began to be merry. 25"Now his older son was in the field. And as he came and 
drew near to the house, he heard music and dancing. 26"So he called one of the 
servants and asked what these things meant. 27"And he said to him, 'Your brother has 
come, and because he has  
received him safe and sound, your father has killed the fatted calf.'  
 
28"But he was angry and would not go in. Therefore his father came out and pleaded 
with him. 29"So he answered and said to his father, 'Lo, these many years I have been 
serving you; I never transgressed your commandment at any time; and yet you never 
gave me a young goat, that I might make merry with my friends. 30'But as soon as this 
son of yours came, who has devoured your livelihood with harlots, you killed the fatted calf 
for him.' 31"And he said to him, 'Son, you are always with me, and all that I have is 
yours. 32'It was right that we should make merry and be glad, for your brother was 
dead and is alive again, and was lost and  
is found.' "  
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A LAME MAN HEALED  

DATE:  
 
REF ER EN C E :  
OBJECTIVE:  
VERSE:  

MARCH 14-15, 

2015  

ACTS 3:1-13  
THE STRENGTH OF CHRIST WITH THE APOSTLES  
IN THE NAME OF JESUS CHRIST OF NAZARETH RISE  

AND WALK (ACTS 3:6)  

 
 
 
 
 
 
UP  

 
 
1Now Peter and John went up together to the temple at the hour of prayer, the ninth 
hour. 2And a certain man lame from his mother's womb was carried, whom they laid 
daily at the gate of the temple which is called Beautiful, to ask alms from those who 
entered the temple; 3who, seeing Peter and John about to go into the  
temple, asked for alms. 4And fixing his eyes on him, with John, Peter said, "Look at  
us." 5So he gave them his attention, expecting to receive something from them.  
6Then Peter said, "Silver and gold I do not have, but what I do have I give you: In  
the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, rise up and walk." 7And he took him by the right 
hand and lifted him up, and immediately his feet and ankle bones received strength. 
8So he, leaping up, stood and walked and entered the temple with them— walking, 
leaping, and praising God. 9And all the people saw him walking and praising God. 
10Then they knew that it was he who sat begging alms at the Beautiful Gate of the 
temple; and they were filled with wonder and amazement at what had happened to 
him. 11Now as the lame man who was healed held on to  
Peter and John, all the people ran together to them in the porch which is called  
Solomon's, greatly amazed. 12So when Peter saw it, he responded to the people: "Men 
of Israel, why do you marvel at this? Or why look so intently at us, as though by our 
own power or godliness we had made this man walk? 13"The God of Abraham, Isaac, 
and Jacob, the God of our fathers, glorified His Servant Jesus, whom you delivered up 
and denied in the presence of Pilate, when he was determined to let Him go.  
 
PETER AND JOHN WENT ONE DAY, THEY MET A LAME MAN ON THE WAY  
HE ASKED FOR SOME ALMS AND HE HELD OUT HIS PALMS  
AND THIS IS WHAT PETER DID SAY  
 

 
SILVER AND GOLD HAVE I NONE, BUT SUCH AS I HAVE GIVE I THEE  
IN THE NAME OF JESUS CHRIST OF NAZARETH RISE UP AND WALK  
 

 
HE WENT WALKING AND LEAPING AND PRAISING GOD  
WALKING AND LEAPING AND PRAISING GOD  
IN THE NAME OF JESUS CHRIST OF NAZARETH RISE UP AND WALK  
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THE FEAST OF THE HOLY CROSS  

DATE:  MARCH 21-22, 2015  

REF ER EN C E :  SYNAXARIUM (10 BARAMHAT)  
OBJECTIVE:  THE POWER OF THE CROSS  
VERSE:  (THE SIGN OF THE CROSS)  
 
 
On this day the church celebrates the appearance of the Honorable Cross of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. This was revealed by the lover of God, Queen Helena, mother of Emperor 
Constantine, from under the pile of Golgotha, after she ordered its removal.  
 
As to the reason for how this great pile of dirt came into being, it was thus: the Jewish 
leaders, when they saw all the signs and wonders which were made  
manifest from the sepulcher of our Savior, such as raising the dead and healing the  
sick, became angry, and they sent forth throughout Judeo and Jerusalem ordering all 
the people to cast the sweepings of their houses and the dirt over the sepulcher of 
Jesus of Nazareth. And they continued to do so for more than two hundred years, until 
it became a very great heap.  
 
When St. Helena came to Jerusalem, and asked the Jews about the whereabouts of the 
Cross, they did not inform her. Finally, some of them told her about an old Jew called 
Judas who knew the place. She called him, and he denied at first but when she urged 
him, he told her about that pile. She ordered its removal and the Holy Cross was found. 
She built a church for it and consecrated it and celebrated it on the seventeenth day of 
the month of Tutee. All Christian people make pilgrimages to that place every year as 
they do in the feast of the Resurrection.  
 
A certain Samaritan called Isaac, as he was traveling with his family among the people 
going to Jerusalem, reproved the people for taking such trouble in going to  
Jerusalem to worship a piece of wood. Among the people was a priest whose name was 
Okhidus. While traveling along the road, they became thirsty. They found no water and 
they came to a well where the water was foul and bitter. The people became dismayed. 
Isaac the Samaritan started mocking them saying, "If I witness a power by the name of 
the Cross, I will become believer of Christ." The priest Okhidus was moved with divine 
zeal and prayed over that foul water and made the sign of the Cross on it and it 
became sweet. All the peo¬ple and their animals drank, but when Isaac drank, the 
water was bitter and wormy. He regretted and cried and came to the saint, Father 
Okhidus, and he bowed down at his feet and believed in the Lord Christ. Then he drank 
from the water, and he found it sweet.  
That water had the power of becoming sweet for the believers and bitter for the  
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others. A cross of light appeared in the well and a church was built there. When  
Isaac the Samaritan arrived in Jerusalem, he went to its bishop who baptized him and 
his family.  
 
The appearance of the Honorable Cross at the hands of Queen Helena was on the tenth 
of Baramhat. And because this always comes during fasting, it was substituted by the 
fathers for the Seventeenth of Tute which is the day of consecration of its church.  
 
Glory and worship be to Jesus Christ our Lord forever and ever. Amen  
 

 
 
"Whoever eats My flesh and drinks My blood has eternal life." (John 6:54).  
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THE HEALING OF THE MAN BORN BLIND  

DATE:  MARCH 28-29, 

2015  

REF ER EN C E :  JOHN 9:1-41  
OBJECTIVE:  THE DIVINITY OF OUR LORD CHRIST  
VERSE:  I AM THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD (JOHN 8:12)  
 
 
1Now as Jesus passed by, He saw a man who was blind from birth. 2And His disciples 
asked Him, saying, "Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born 
blind?" 3Jesus answered, "Neither this man nor his parents sinned, but that the works 
of God should be revealed in him. 4"I must work the works of Him who sent Me while it 
is day; the night is coming when no one can work. 5"As long as I am in the world, I am 
the light of the world." 6When He had said these things, He spat on the ground and 
made clay with the saliva; and He anointed the eyes of the blind man with the clay. 
7And He said to him, "Go, wash in the pool of Siloam" (which is translated, Sent). So he 
went and washed, and came back seeing. 8Therefore the neighbors and those who 
previously had seen that he was blind  
said, "Is not this he who sat and begged?" 9Some said, "This is he." Others said,  
"He is like him." He said, "I am he." 10Therefore they said to him, "How were your  
eyes opened?" 11He answered and said, "A Man called Jesus made clay and anointed 
my eyes and said to me, 'Go to the pool of Siloam and wash.' So I went  
and washed, and I received sight." 12Then they said to him, "Where is He?" He  
said, "I do not know."  
 
13They brought him who formerly was blind to the Pharisees. 14Now it was a Sabbath 
when Jesus made the clay and opened his eyes. 15Then the Pharisees also asked him 
again how he had received his sight. He said to them, "He put clay on my eyes, and I 
washed, and I see." 16Therefore some of the Pharisees said, "This  
Man is not from God, because He does not keep the Sabbath." Others said, "How  
can a man who is a sinner do such signs?" And there was a division among them.  
17They said to the blind man again, "What do you say about Him because He  
opened your eyes?" He said, "He is a prophet." 18But the Jews did not believe  
concerning him, that he had been blind and received his sight, until they called the 
parents of him who had received his sight. 19And they asked them, saying, "Is this your 
son, who you say was born blind? How then does he now see?" 20His parents answered 
them and said, "We know that this is our son, and that he was born  
blind; 21"but by what means he now sees we do not know, or who opened his eyes  
we do not know. He is of age; ask him. He will speak for himself." 22His parents said 
these things because they feared the Jews, for the Jews had agreed already  
that if anyone confessed that He was Christ, he would be put out of the synagogue.  
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23Therefore his parents said, "He is of age; ask him." 24So they again called the  
man who was blind, and said to him, "Give God the glory! We know that this Man is a 
sinner." 25He answered and said, "Whether He is a sinner or not I do not know.  
One thing I know: that though I was blind, now I see." 26Then they said to him  
again, "What did He do to you? How did He open your eyes?" 27He answered them, "I told 
you already, and you did not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you also want 
to become His disciples?" 28Then they reviled him and said, "You are His disciple, but we 
are Moses' disciples. 29"We know that God spoke to Moses; as for this fellow, we do not 
know where He is from." 30The man answered and said to them, "Why, this is a 
marvelous thing, that you do not know where He is from; yet He has opened my eyes! 
31"Now we know that God does not hear sinners; but if anyone is a worshiper of God 
and does His will, He hears him. 32"Since the world began it has been unheard of that 
anyone opened the eyes of one who was born blind. 33"If this Man were not from God, 
He could do nothing." 34They answered and said to him, "You were completely born in 
sins, and are you teaching us?" And they cast him out.  
 
35Jesus heard that they had cast him out; and when He had found him, He said to him, 
"Do you believe in the Son of God?" 36He answered and said, "Who is He, Lord, that I 
may believe in Him?" 37And Jesus said to him, "You have both seen Him and it is He 
who is talking with you." 38Then he said, "Lord, I believe!" And he worshiped Him. 39And 
Jesus said, "For judgment I have come into this world, that  
those who do not see may see, and that those who see may be made blind." 40Then 
some of the Pharisees who were with Him heard these words, and said to  
Him, "Are we blind also?" 41Jesus said to them, "If you were blind, you would have no sin; 
but now you say, 'We see.' Therefore your sin remains.  
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PALM SUNDAY  

DATE:  
REF ER EN C E :  
OBJECTIVE:  
VERSE:  

APRIL 4-5, 2015  

LUKE 19: 29-40  
OUR LOVE FOR JESUS  
BLESSED IS HE THAT COMES  
(LUKE 19:38)  

 
 
 
 
 
 
IN T H E N AM E OF T HE  

 

 
 
 
 
 
LORD  

 
 
29And it came to pass, when He came near to Bethphage and Bethany, at the 
mountain called Olivet, that He sent two of His disciples, 30saying, "Go into the  
village opposite you, where as you enter you will find a colt tied, on which no one  
has ever sat. Loose it and bring it here. 31"And if anyone asks you, 'Why are you 
loosing it?' thus you shall say to him, 'Because the Lord has need of it.' " 32So those 
who were sent went their way and found it just as He had said to them.  
33But as they were loosing the colt, the owners of it said to them, "Why are you  
loosing the colt?" 34And they said, "The Lord has need of him." 35Then they brought 
him to Jesus. And they threw their own clothes on the colt, and they set Jesus on him. 
36And as He went, many spread their clothes on the road. 37Then, as He was now 
drawing near the descent of the Mount of Olives, the whole multitude of the disciples 
began to rejoice and praise God with a loud voice for all the mighty works they had 
seen, 38saying: " 'Blessed is the King who comes in the name of the LORD!' Peace in 
heaven and glory in the highest!" 39And some of the Pharisees called to Him from the 
crowd, "Teacher, rebuke Your disciples." 40But He answered and said to them, "I tell you 
that if these should keep silent, the stones  
would immediately cry out."  
 
 
HOSANNA IN THE HIGHEST  
HE WHO IS ABOVE THE CHERUBIM, TODAY APPEARED IN JERUSALEM  
RIDING A COLT IN GREAT GLORY, SURROUNDED BY RANKS OF NI-ANGELOS.  
 

 
CHORUS:  HOSANNA IN THE HIGHEST, THIS IS THE KING OF ISRAEL  

BLESSED IS HE WHO COMES IN, THE NAME OF THE LORD OF HOSTS.  
 

 
ON THE WAY PEOPLE SPREAD GARMENTS AND FROM THE TREES THEY CUT BRANCHES  
SHOUTING SONGS OF JOY AND PRAISE, OSSANA EP-SHIRI EN DAVID.  
 

 
TODAY THE PROPHECIES WERE FULFILLED, FROM ALL OF THOSE IN OUR HOLY BOOK.  
AS ZACHARIAH PROPHESIED AND SAID A PROPHECY ABOUT ISOS PI-EKHRESTOS.  
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MONDAY: THE PARABLE OF THE TALENTS  

DATE:  APRIL 6, 2015  

REF ER EN C E :  MATTHEW 25:14-25  
 
 
14 "For the kingdom of heaven is like a man traveling to a far country, who called his 
own servants and delivered his goods to them. 15 And to one he gave five talents, to 
another two, and to another one, to each according to his own ability; and immediately 
he went on a journey. 16 Then he who had received the five talents went and traded 
with them, and made another five talents. 17 And likewise he who had received two 
gained two more also. 18 But he who had received one went and dug in the ground, 
and hid his lord's money. 19 After a long time the lord of those servants came and 
settled accounts with them.  
 
20 "So he who had received five talents came and brought five other talents, saying, 
'Lord, you delivered to me five talents; look, I have gained five more talents besides 
them.' 21 His lord said to him, 'Well done, good and faithful servant; you were faithful 
over a few things, I will make you ruler over many things. Enter into the joy of your 
lord.' 22 He also who had received two talents came and said, 'Lord, you delivered to 
me two talents; look, I have gained two more talents besides them.' 23 His lord said to 
him, 'Well done, good and faithful servant; you have been faithful over a few things, I 
will make you ruler over many things. Enter into the joy  
of your lord.'  
 
24 "Then he who had received the one talent came and said, 'Lord, I knew you to be a 
hard man, reaping where you have not sown, and gathering where you have not 
scattered seed. 25 And I was afraid, and went and hid your talent in the  
ground. Look, there you have what is yours.'  
 
26 "But his lord answered and said to him, 'You wicked and lazy servant, you knew that 
I reap where I have not sown, and gather where I have not scattered seed. 27  
So you ought to have deposited my money with the bankers, and at my coming I  
would have received back my own with interest. 28 So take the talent from him,  
and give it to him who has ten talents.  
 
29 'For to everyone who has, more will be given, and he will have abundance; but from 
him who does not have, even what he has will be taken away. 30 And cast the 
unprofitable servant into the outer darkness. There will be weeping and gnashing of  
teeth.'  
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TUESDAY: THE PARABLE OF THE WISE AND FOOLISH  

VIRGINS  

DATE:  APRIL 7, 2015  

REF ER EN C E :  MATTHEW 25:1-13  
 
 
1"Then the kingdom of heaven shall be likened to ten virgins who took their lamps and 
went out to meet the bridegroom. 2 Now five of them were wise, and five were foolish. 
3 Those who were foolish took their lamps and took no oil with them, 4 but the wise 
took oil in their vessels with their lamps. 5 But while the bridegroom was delayed, they 
all slumbered and slept.  
 
6 "And at midnight a cry was heard: 'Behold, the bridegroom [fn1] is coming; go out to 
meet him!' 7 Then all those virgins arose and trimmed their lamps. 8 And the foolish 
said to the wise, 'Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.' 9  
But the wise answered, saying, 'No, lest there should not be enough for us and  
you; but go rather to those who sell, and buy for yourselves.' 10 And while they went 
to buy, the bridegroom came, and those who were ready went in with him to  
the wedding; and the door was shut.  
 
11 "Afterward the other virgins came also, saying, 'Lord, Lord, open to us!' 12 But  
he answered and said, 'Assuredly, I say to you, I do not know you.'  
 
13 "Watch therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour in which the Son of 
Man is coming.  
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WEDNESDAY: EVENTS OF HOLY THURSDAY  

DATE:  APRIL 8, 2015  

REF ER EN C E :  MATTHEW 26:17-30  
 
 
JESUS CELEBRATES PASSOVER  WITH  HIS DISCIPLES  

17 Now on the first day of the Feast of the Unleavened Bread the disciples came to  
Jesus, saying to Him, "Where do You want us to prepare for You to eat the  
Passover?" 18 And He said, "Go into the city to a certain man, and say to him, 'The 
Teacher says, "My time is at hand; I will keep the Passover at your house with My  
disciples."'" 19 So the disciples did as Jesus had directed them; and they prepared  
the Passover. 20 When evening had come, He sat down with the twelve. 21 Now as they 
were eating, He said, "Assuredly, I say to you, one of you will betray Me." 22  
And they were exceedingly sorrowful, and each of them began to say to Him, "Lord,  
is it I?" 23 He answered and said, "He who dipped his hand with Me in the dish will 
betray Me. 24 The Son of Man indeed goes just as it is written of Him, but woe to that 
man by whom the Son of Man is betrayed! It would have been good for that man if he 
had not been born." 25 Then Judas, who was betraying Him, answered  
and said, "Rabbi, is it I?" He said to him, "You have said it."  
 
JESUS INSTITUTES  THE  LORD'S SUPPER  

26 And as they were eating, Jesus took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to  
the disciples and said, "Take, eat; this is My body." 27 Then He took the cup, and  
gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, "Drink from it, all of you. 28 For this is My 
blood of the [fn3] new covenant, which is shed for many for the remission of sins. 29 
But I say to you, I will not drink of this fruit of the vine from now on until that day when 
I drink it new with you in My Father's kingdom." 30 And when they had sung a hymn, 
they went out to the Mount of Olives.  
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THURSDAY: EVENTS OF GREAT FRIDAY  

DATE:  APRIL 9, 2015  

REF ER EN C E :  MATTHEW 26:31-56, 69-75  AND  27:11-  
 
 
THE PRAYER  IN T H E  GARDEN  

36 Then Jesus came with them to a place called Gethsemane, and said to the  
disciples, "Sit here while I go and pray over there." 37 And He took with Him Peter  
and the two sons of Zebedee, and He began to be sorrowful and deeply distressed.  
38 Then He said to them, "My soul is exceedingly sorrowful, even to death. Stay  
here and watch with Me." 39 He went a little farther and fell on His face, and prayed, 
saying, "O My Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass from Me; nevertheless, not as 
I will, but as You will." 40 Then He came to the disciples and found them sleeping, and 
said to Peter, "What! Could you not watch with Me one hour? 41 Watch and pray, lest 
you enter into temptation. The spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak." 42 Again, 
a second time, He went away and prayed, saying, "O My Father, [fn5] if this cup cannot 
pass away from Me unless I drink it, Your will be done." 43 And He came and found 
them asleep again, for their eyes were heavy. 44 So He left them, went away again, 
and prayed the third time, saying the same words. 45 Then He came to His disciples 
and said to them, "Are you still sleeping and resting? Behold, the hour is at hand, and 
the Son of Man is being betrayed into the hands of sinners. 46 Rise, let us be going. 
See, My betrayer  
is at hand."  
 
BETRAYAL  AN D  AR RE S T  IN  GETHS EMA NE  

47 And while He was still speaking, behold, Judas, one of the twelve, with a great  
multitude with swords and clubs, came from the chief priests and elders of the  
people. 48 Now His betrayer had given them a sign, saying, "Whomever I kiss, He is the 
One; seize Him." 49 Immediately he went up to Jesus and said, "Greetings, Rabbi!" and 
kissed Him. 50 But Jesus said to him, "Friend, why have you come?" Then they came 
and laid hands on Jesus and took Him. 51 And suddenly, one of those who were with 
Jesus stretched out his hand and drew his sword, struck the servant of the high priest, 
and cut off his ear. 52 But Jesus said to him, "Put your sword in its place, for all who 
take the sword will perish by the sword. 53 Or do you think that I cannot now pray to 
My Father, and He will provide Me with more than twelve legions of angels? 54 How 
then could the Scriptures be fulfilled, that it must happen thus?" 55 In that hour Jesus 
said to the multitudes, "Have you come out, as against a robber, with swords and clubs 
to take Me? I sat daily with you, teaching in the temple, and you did not seize Me. 56 
But all this was done that the Scriptures of the prophets might be fulfilled." Then all the 
disciples forsook Him and  
fled.  
 

_    
 71_
     



PETER DENIES JESUS, AND WEEPS BITTERLY  
69 Now Peter sat outside in the courtyard. And a servant girl came to him, saying,  
"You also were with Jesus of Galilee." 70 But he denied it before them all, saying, "I do 
not know what you are saying." 71 And when he had gone out to the gateway, another 
girl saw him and said to those who were there, "This fellow also was with Jesus of 
Nazareth." 72 But again he denied with an oath, "I do not know the Man!" 73 And a little 
later those who stood by came up and said to Peter, "Surely you also are one of them, 
for your speech betrays you." 74 Then he began to curse and  
swear, saying, "I do not know the Man!" Immediately a rooster crowed. 75 And  
Peter remembered the word of Jesus who had said to him, "Before the rooster crows, 
you will deny Me three times." So he went out and wept bitterly.  
 
JESUS FACES PILATE  
11 Now Jesus stood before the governor. And the governor asked Him, saying, "Are  
You the King of the Jews?" Jesus said to him, "It is as you say." 12 And while He  
was being accused by the chief priests and elders, He answered nothing. 13 Then Pilate 
said to Him, "Do You not hear how many things they testify against You?" 14  
But He answered him not one word, so that the governor marveled greatly.  
 
TAKING  THE  PLACE  OF  BARABBAS  

15 Now at the feast the governor was accustomed to releasing to the multitude one  
prisoner whom they wished. 16 And at that time they had a notorious prisoner  
called [fn3] Barabbas. 17 Therefore, when they had gathered together, Pilate said  
to them, "Whom do you want me to release to you? Barabbas, or Jesus who is  
called Christ?" 18 For he knew that they had handed Him over because of envy. 19  
While he was sitting on the judgment seat, his wife sent to him, saying, "Have  
nothing to do with that just Man, for I have suffered many things today in a dream 
because of Him." 20 But the chief priests and elders persuaded the multitudes that they 
should ask for Barabbas and destroy Jesus. 21 The governor answered and said to 
them, "Which of the two do you want me to release to you?" They said, "Barabbas!" 22 
Pilate said to them, "What then shall I do with Jesus who is called Christ?" They all said 
to him, "Let Him be crucified!" 23 Then the governor said,  
"Why, what evil has He done?" But they cried out all the more, saying, "Let Him be  
crucified!" 24 When Pilate saw that he could not prevail at all, but rather that a tumult 
was rising, he took water and washed his hands before the multitude, saying, "I am 
innocent of the blood of this just Person. You see to it." 25 And all the people answered 
and said, "His blood be on us and on our children." 26 Then he released Barabbas to 
them; and when he had scourged Jesus, he delivered Him to  
be crucified.  
 
 
 
 
 

_    
 72_
     



THE SOLDIERS MOCK JESUS  
27 Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the Praetorium and gathered  
the whole garrison around Him. 28 And they stripped Him and put a scarlet robe on 
Him. 29 When they had twisted a crown of thorns, they put it on His head, and a reed in 
His right hand. And they bowed the knee before Him and mocked Him, saying, "Hail, 
King of the Jews!" 30 Then they spat on Him, and took the reed and struck Him on the 
head. 31 And when they had mocked Him, they took the robe off Him, put His own 
clothes on Him, and led Him away to be crucified.  
 
THE KING  ON A  CROSS  

32 Now as they came out, they found a man of Cyrene, Simon by name. Him they  
compelled to bear His cross. 33 And when they had come to a place called Golgotha, 
that is to say, Place of a Skull, 34 they gave Him sour wine mingled with gall to drink. 
But when He had tasted it, He would not drink. 35 Then they crucified  
Him, and divided His garments, casting lots, that it might be fulfilled which was  
spoken by the prophet: "They divided My garments among them, And for My clothing 
they cast lots." 36 Sitting down, they kept watch over Him there. 37 And they put up 
over His head the accusation written against Him: THIS IS JESUS THE KING OF THE 
JEWS. 38 Then two robbers were crucified with Him, one on the right and another on 
the left. 39 And those who passed by blasphemed Him, wagging their heads 40 and 
saying, "You who destroy the temple and build it in three days, save Yourself! If You are 
the Son of God, come down from the cross." 41 Likewise the chief priests also, mocking 
with the scribes and elders, said, 42 "He saved others; Himself He cannot save. If He is 
the King of Israel, let Him now come down from the cross, and we will believe Him. 43 
He trusted in God; let Him deliver Him now if He will have Him; for He said, 'I am the 
Son of God.'" 44 Even the robbers who were crucified with Him reviled Him with the 
same thing.  
 
JE S U S DI E S  ON THE  CROSS  

45 Now from the sixth hour until the ninth hour there was darkness over all the  
land. 46 And about the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, saying, "Eli, Eli,  
lama sabachthani?" that is, "My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?" 47  
Some of those who stood there, when they heard that, said, "This Man is calling for  
Elijah!" 48 Immediately one of them ran and took a sponge, filled it with sour wine and 
put it on a reed, and offered it to Him to drink. 49 The rest said, "Let Him alone; let us 
see if Elijah will come to save Him." 50 And Jesus cried out again with a loud voice, and 
yielded up His spirit. 51 Then, behold, the veil of the temple was torn in two from top to 
bottom; and the earth quaked, and the rocks were split, 52 and the graves were 
opened; and many bodies of the saints who had fallen asleep  
were raised; 53 and coming out of the graves after His resurrection, they went into  
the holy city and appeared to many. 54 So when the centurion and those with him,  
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who were guarding Jesus, saw the earthquake and the things that had happened,  
they feared greatly, saying, "Truly this was the Son of God!"  
 
55 And many women who followed Jesus from Galilee, ministering to Him, were there 
looking on from afar, 56 among whom were Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of 
James and Joses, and the mother of Zebedee's sons.  
 
JESUS BURIED  IN  JOSEPH'S TOMB  

57 Now when evening had come, there came a rich man from Arimathea, named  
Joseph, who himself had also become a disciple of Jesus. 58 This man went to Pilate 
and asked for the body of Jesus. Then Pilate commanded the body to be given to him. 
59 When Joseph had taken the body, he wrapped it in a clean linen cloth, 60 and laid it 
in his new tomb which he had hewn out of the rock; and he rolled a large stone against 
the door of the tomb, and departed. 61 And Mary Magdalene was there, and the other 
Mary, sitting opposite the tomb.  
 
PILATE SETS  A GUAR D  

62 On the next day, which followed the Day of Preparation, the chief priests and  
Pharisees gathered together to Pilate, 63 saying, "Sir, we remember, while He was  
still alive, how that deceiver said, 'After three days I will rise.' 64 Therefore command 
that the tomb be made secure until the third day, lest His disciples come [fn12] by night 
and steal Him away, and say to the people, 'He has risen from the dead.' So the last 
deception will be worse than the first." 65 Pilate said to them, "You have a guard; go 
your way, make it as secure as you know how." 66 So they  
went and made the tomb secure, sealing the stone and setting the guard.  
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EASTER SUNDAY  

DATE:  APRIL 12, 2015  
 
NO SUNDAY SCHOOL  
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EASTER (OR EASTER PLAY)  
DATE:  
REF ER EN C E :  
OBJECTIVE:  
 
 
VERSE:  

APRIL 18, 2015  

MATTHEW 28:1-10  
THE REJOICING OF HEAVEN AND EARTH  
RESURRECTION OF OUR LORD.  
CHRIST IS RISEN, TRULY HE IS RISEN  

 
 
 
 
FOR THE  

 
 
1Now after the Sabbath, as the first day of the week began to dawn, Mary Magdalene 
and the other Mary came to see the tomb. 2And behold, there was a great earthquake; 
for an angel of the Lord descended from heaven, and came and rolled back the stone 
from the door, and sat on it. 3His countenance was like lightning, and his clothing as 
white as snow. 4And the guards shook for fear of him, and became like dead men. 5But 
the angel answered and said to the women, "Do not be afraid, for I know that you seek 
Jesus who was crucified. 6"He is not here; for He is risen, as He said. Come, see the 
place where the Lord lay. 7"And go  
quickly and tell His disciples that He is risen from the dead, and indeed He is going  
before you into Galilee; there you will see Him. Behold, I have told you." 8So they went 
out quickly from the tomb with fear and great joy, and ran to bring His disciples word.  
 
9And as they went to tell His disciples, behold, Jesus met them, saying, "Rejoice!" So 
they came and held Him by the feet and worshiped Him. 10Then Jesus said to  
them, "Do not be afraid. Go and tell My brethren to go to Galilee, and there they  
will see Me."  
 
 
 
EKHRISTOS ANESTI...ALITHOS ANESTI  
 
PIKHRISTOS AFTONF...KHEN O METHMI AFTONF  
 
CHRIST IS RISEN...TRULY HE IS RISEN!!  
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THE GOOD SAMARITAN  

DATE:  APRIL 25-26, 

2015  

REF ER EN C E :  LUKE 10: 25-37  
OBJECTIVE:  THE LOVE OF BROTHERS AND SISTERS  
VERSE:  BY LOVE, SERVE ONE ANOTHER (GALATIANS 5:13)  
 
 
25And behold, a certain lawyer stood up and tested Him, saying, "Teacher, what shall I 
do to inherit eternal life?" 26He said to him, "What is written in the law? What is your 
reading of it?" 27So he answered and said, " 'You shall love the LORD your God with all 
your heart, with all your soul, with all your strength, and with all your mind,' and 'your 
neighbor as yourself.' " 28And He said to him, "You have answered rightly; do this and 
you will live." 29But he, wanting to justify himself, said to Jesus, "And who is my 
neighbor?" 30Then Jesus answered and said: "A certain man went down from 
Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell among thieves, who stripped him of his clothing, wounded 
him, and departed, leaving him half dead. 31"Now by chance a certain priest came down 
that road. And when he saw him, he passed by on the other side. 32"Likewise a Levite, 
when he arrived at the place,  
came and looked, and passed by on the other side. 33"But a certain Samaritan, as  
he journeyed, came where he was. And when he saw him, he had compassion.  
34"So he went to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and wine; and he  
set him on his own animal, brought him to an inn, and took care of him. 35"On the next 
day, when he departed, he took out two denarii, gave them to the innkeeper, and said 
to him, 'Take care of him; and whatever more you spend, when I come again, I will 
repay you.' 36"So which of these three do you think was neighbor to him who fell among 
the thieves?" 37And he said, "He who showed mercy on him."  

Then Jesus said to him, "Go and do likewise." 
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A STEM OF GRAPES  

DATE:  
REF ER EN C E :  
OBJECTIVE:  
VERSE:  

MARCH 29-30, 2014  

SHORT STORIES #202 & THE LIFE OF ST. MAKARIUS  
HOW SPECIAL IT IS TO SHARE WITH ONE ANOTHER  
HE WHO GIVES TO THE POOR WILL NOT LACK (PROVERBS  
28:27) 



When a vinedresser saw that his vine had produced a stem earlier than its regular 
season, he offered it to the great St. Makarius as a present. The saint received it with 
great joy and sent it to a sick monk in the monastery saying, "perhaps this  
monk needs it the most."  
 
The sick monk was very happy to feel the saint's concern, but before he started to eat 
the grape he said to the messenger, "there is another monk who needs this  
stem more than me!"  
 
Every time the stem was brought to one monk, they would always think of the others 
and send it off another way. Finally, the stem came back to St. Makarius.  
The saint raised his eyes towards God and thanked him for the love, asceticism and  
sacrifice of the monks. What really rejoiced the saint's heart was that all the monks had 
one attitude towards each other. St. Makarius praised the Lord who turned the  

monks into an orchard carrying the fruits of true love! 
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THE FEAST OF ST. MARK (HIS ENTRANCE INTO  

EGYPT)  
DATE:  
 
 
REF ER EN C E :  
OBJECTIVE:  
VERSE:  

MAY 9-10, 2015 (THE DAY OF THE CONSECRATIONS OF  

HIS CHURCH AND APPEARANCE OF HIS HEAD)  
SYNAXARIUM 30 BARAMOUDAH, THE BOOK "ST. MARK"  
GOD'S LOVE FOR OUR CHILDREN "HIS GUIDANCE TO THEM"  
GO INTO ALL THE WORLD AND PREACH THE GOSPEL TO THE  
WHOLE CREATION (MARK 15:16)  

 
 
On this day, which coincided with the 26th of April 68 A.D., the great apostle St. Mark, 
the evangelist of the land of Egypt, was mar¬tyred. He was the first Pope of Alexandria 
and one of the Seventy Apostles. His name was John, as the Holy Bible says: "He came 
to the house of Mary, the mother of John whose surname was Mark, where many were 
gathered together praying" (Acts 12:12). He was the one that the Lord Christ, to Whom 
is the glory, meant when He said: "Go into the city to a certain man and say to him, 
'The Teacher says. My time is at hand: I will keep the Passover at your house with My 
disciples'" (Matthew 26:18). His house was the first Christian church, where they ate the 
Passover, hid after the death of the Lord Christ and in its upper room the Holy Spirit 
came upon them.  
 
This Saint was born in Cyrene (one of the Five Western cities -Pentapolis, in North 
Africa), His father's name was Aristopolus and his mother's name was Mary. They were 
Jewish in faith, rich and of great honor. They educated him with the Greek and Hebrew 
cultures, and was called Mark after they emigrated to Jerusalem. St. Peter was married 
to the cousin of Aristopolus, and he had become a disciple to the Lord Christ. Mark 
visited St Peter's house often, and from him he learned all the Christian teachings.  
 
 
Once Aristopolus arid his son Mark were walking near the Jordan river, close by the 
desert, they encountered a raving lion and a lioness. It was evident to Aristopolus that it 
would be his end and the end of his son, Mark. His compassion for his son compelled 
him to order him to escape to save himself. Mark answered, "Christ, in whose hands our 
lives are committed, will not let them prey on us." Saying this, he  
prayed, "O Christ, Son of God protect us from the evil of these two beasts and  
terminate their offspring from this wilderness." Immediately God granted this prayer, 
and the two beasts fell dead. His father mar¬veled and asked his son to tell  
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him about the Lord Christ. He believed in the Lord Christ at the hands of his son  
who baptized him.  
 
 
 
After the ascension of the Lord Christ, he accompanied Paul and Barnabas to preach the 
Gospel in Antioch, Seleucia, Cyprus, Salamis, and Perga Pamphylia where he left them 
and returned to Jerusalem. After the Apostolic Council in Jerusalem, he went with 
Barnabas to Cyprus. After the departure of Barnabas, with the order of the Lord Christ, 
he went to Afrikia, Berka, and the Five Western cities. He preached the Gospel in these 
parts, and believed on his hands most of its people. >From there, he went to 
Alexandria on the 1st of Bashans 61 A.D. When he entered the city, his shoe was torn 
because of the much walking in preaching and evangelism. He went to a cobbler in the 
city, called Anianus, to repair it. While he was repairing  
it, the awl pierced his fin¬ger. He shouted in Greek saying "EIS THEOS" which  
means "O, ONE GOD". When St. Mark heard these words his heart rejoiced 
exceeding¬ly. He found it suitable to talk to him about the One God. The Apostle took 
some clay, spat on it and applied it to Anianus' finger, saying in the Name of Jesus 
Christ the Son of God, and the wound healed imme¬diately, as if nothing happened to 
it.  
 
Anianus was exceedingly amazed from this miracle that happened in the Name of Jesus 
Christ and his heart opened to the word of God. The Apostle asked him about who was 
the only God that he cried for when he was injured. Anianus replied "I  
heard about him, but I do not know him." He stated explaining to him from the  
beginning, the creation of heaven and earth, the transgression and fall of Adam, the 
flood, how God sent Moses, who brought the children of Israel out of Egypt and gave 
them the Law, the captivity of the children of Israel to Babylon, and the prophecies 
that foretold the coming of Christ. He invited him to go to his house and brought to him 
his children. The Saint preached and baptized them in the Name of the Father and the 
Son and the Holy Spirit.  
 
When the believers in the Name of Christ increased and the pagan people of the city 
heard that they were raged with anger and thought of slaying St. Mark. The  
faithful advised him to get away for a short while for the sake of the safety of the  
church and its care. St Mark ordained St. Anianus a Bishop for Alexandria, three priests 
and seven deacons. He went to the Five Western Cities, remained there for two years 
preaching, and ordained bishops, priests, and deacons.  
 
When he returned to Alexandria, he found the believers had increased in number, and 
so he built a church for them in the place known as Bokalia (the place of cows),  
east of Alexandria on the sea shore. It came to pass, when he was celebrating the feast 
of the Resurrection on the 29th day of Baramudah, year 68 A.D., (the same day 
coincided with the great pagan Celebration for the feast of the god Syrabis) a  
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multitude of them assembled and attacked the church at Bokalia and forced their  
way in. They seized St. Mark, bound him with a thick rope and dragged him in the  
roads and streets saying, "Drag the dragon to the place of Cows." They continued 
dragging him with severe cruelty. His flesh was torn and scattered everywhere, and the 
ground of the city was covered with his blood. They cast him that night into a dark 
prison. The angel of the Lord appeared to him and told him: "O Mark, the good servant, 
rejoice for your name has been written in The book of life, and you have been counted 
among the congregation of the saints." The angel disappeared, then the Lord Christ 
appeared to him, and gave him peace. His soul rejoiced and was glad.  
 
The next morning (30th of Baramudah), the pagans took St. Mark from the prison. They 
tied his neck with a thick rope and did the same as the day before, dragging him over 
the rocks and stones. Finally. St Mark delivered up his pure soul in the hand of God and 
received the crown of martyrdom, the apostolic crown, the crown of evangelism, and 
the crown of virginity. Nevertheless, St. Mark's death did not satisfy the rage of the 
pagans and their hatred. They gathered much firewood and prepared an inferno to burn 
him. A severe storm blew and heavy rains fell. The pagans became frightened, and they 
fled away in fear. The believers came and took the holy body, carried it to the church 
they built at Bokalia, wrapped it up, prayed  
over him and place it in a coffin. They laid it in a secret place in this church.  
 
The prayers of this great Saint and honorable Evangelist be with us and glory be to God 
forever. Amen.  
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MARIAM & MARTHA  

DATE  MAY 16-17, 

2015  

REF ER EN C E :  LUKE 10:38-42  

OBJECTIVE:  OUR LOVE FOR BEING WITH THE LORD  
VERSE:  TASTE AND SEE THAT THE LORD IS GOOD (PSALM 34:8)  
 
 
10:38 Now it came to pass, as they went, that he entered into a certain village: and a 
certain woman named Martha received him into her house. 10:39 And she had a sister 
called Mary, which also sat at Jesus' feet, and heard his word. 10:40 But Martha was 
cumbered about much serving, and came to him, and said, Lord, dost thou not care 
that my sister hath left me to serve alone? bid her therefore that she help me. 10:41 
And Jesus answered and said unto her, Martha, Martha, thou art careful and troubled 
about many things: 10:42 But one thing is needful: and Mary hath chosen that good 

part, which shall not be taken away from her. 



THE ANGEL SETS ST. PETER FREE  

DATE:  MAY 23-24, 2015  

REF ER EN C E :  ACTS 12:1-19  
OBJECTIVE:  GOD SENDS HIS ANGELS TO SAVE US AND HELP US.  
VERSE:  AN ANGEL OF THE LORD STOOD BY HIM (ACTS 12:7)  
 
 
Now about that time Herod the king stretched forth [his] hands to vex certain of the 
church. And he killed James the brother of John with the sword. And because he saw it 
pleased the Jews, he proceeded further to take Peter also. (Then were the days of 
unleavened bread.) And when he had apprehended him, he put [him] in prison, and 
delivered [him] to four quaternions of soldiers to keep him; intending after Easter to 
bring him forth to the people. Peter therefore was kept in prison: but prayer was made 
without ceasing of the church unto God for him.  
 
And when Herod would have brought him forth, the same night Peter was sleeping 
between two soldiers, bound with two chains: and the keepers before the door kept the 
prison. And, behold, the angel of the Lord came upon [him], and a light shined in the 
prison: and he smote Peter on the side, and raised him up, saying, Arise up quickly. And 
his chains fell off from [his] hands. And the angel said unto him, Gird thyself, and bind 
on thy sandals. And so he did. And he saith unto him, Cast thy garment about thee, 
and follow me. And he went out, and followed him; and wist not that it was true which 
was done by the angel; but thought he saw a vision. When they were past the first and 
the second ward, they came unto the iron gate that leadeth unto the city; which opened 
to them of his own accord: and they went out, and passed on through one street; and 
forthwith the angel departed from him. And when Peter was come to himself, he said, 
Now I know of a surety, that the Lord hath sent his angel, and hath delivered me out of 
the hand of Herod, and [from] all the expectation of the people of the Jews.  
 
And when he had considered [the thing], he came to the house of Mary the mother of 
John, whose surname was Mark; where many were gathered together praying. And as 
Peter knocked at the door of the gate, a damsel came to hearken, named Rhoda. And 
when she knew Peter's voice, she opened not the gate for gladness, but ran in, and told 
how Peter stood before the gate. And they said unto her, Thou art mad. But she 
constantly affirmed that it was even so. Then said they, It is his angel. But Peter 
continued knocking: and when they had opened [the door], and saw him, they were 
astonished. But he, beckoning unto them with the hand to hold their peace, declared 
unto them how the Lord had brought him out of the prison.  
And he said, Go shew these things unto James, and to the brethren. And he  
departed, and went into another place.  
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FEAST OF THE PENTECOST  

DATE:  
REF ER EN C E :  
OBJECTIVE:  
VERSE:  

MAY 30-31, 2015  

ACTS - CHAPTER 2  
PENTECOST MARKS THE BIRTH OF THE CHURCH  
THEY WERE ALL FILLED WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT (LUKE  
2:4)  

 
 

And when the day of Pentecost was fully come, they were all with one accord in one 
place. And suddenly there came a sound from heaven as of a rushing mighty wind, and 
it filled all the house where they were sitting. And there appeared unto them cloven 
tongues like as of fire, and it sat upon each of them. And they were all filled with the 
Holy Ghost, and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance. 
And there were dwelling at Jerusalem Jews, devout men, out of every nation under 
heaven.  
 

Now when this was noised abroad, the multitude came together, and were 
confounded, because that every man heard them speak in his own language. And they 
were all amazed and marvelled, saying one to another, Behold, are not all these which 
speak Galilaeans? And how hear we every man in our own tongue, wherein we were 
born? Parthians, and Medes, and Elamites, and the dwellers in Mesopotamia, and in 
Judaea, and Cappadocia, in Pontus, and Asia, Phrygia, and Pamphylia, in Egypt, and in 
the parts of Libya about Cyrene, and strangers of Rome, Jews and proselytes, Cretes 
and Arabians, we do hear them speak in our tongues the wonderful works of God. And 
they were all amazed, and were in doubt, saying one to another, What meaneth this? 
Others mocking said, These men are full of new wine.  
 
But Peter, standing up with the eleven, lifted up his voice, and said unto them, Ye men 
of Judaea, and all [ye] that dwell at Jerusalem, be this known unto you, and hearken to 
my words: For these are not drunken, as ye suppose, seeing it is [but] the third hour of 
the day. But this is that which was spoken by the prophet Joel; And it shall come to 
pass in the last days, saith God, I will pour out of my Spirit  
upon all flesh: and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young  
men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams: And on my servants and 
on my handmaidens I will pour out in those days of my Spirit; and they shall prophesy: 
And I will shew wonders in heaven above, and signs in the earth beneath; blood, and 
fire, and vapour of smoke: The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon into 
blood, before that great and notable day of the Lord come: And it shall come to pass, 
[that] whosoever shall call on the name of the  
Lord shall be saved.  
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Ye men of Israel, hear these words; Jesus of Nazareth, a man approved of God  
among you by miracles and wonders and signs, which God did by him in the midst of 
you, as ye yourselves also know: Him, being delivered by the determinate  
counsel and foreknowledge of God, ye have taken, and by wicked hands have  
crucified and slain: Whom God hath raised up, having loosed the pains of death: 
because it was not possible that he should be holden of it. For David speaketh 
concerning him, I foresaw the Lord always before my face, for he is on my right hand, 
that I should not be moved: Therefore did my heart rejoice, and my tongue was glad; 
moreover also my flesh shall rest in hope: Because thou wilt not leave my soul in hell, 
neither wilt thou suffer thine Holy One to see corruption. Thou hast made known to me 
the ways of life; thou shalt make me full of joy with thy countenance.  
 
Men [and] brethren, let me freely speak unto you of the patriarch David, that he is both 
dead and buried, and his sepulcher is with us unto this day. Therefore being a prophet, 
and knowing that God had sworn with an oath to him, that of the fruit of his loins, 
according to the flesh, he would raise up Christ to sit on his throne; He seeing this 
before spake of the resurrection of Christ, that his soul was not left in hell, neither his 
flesh did see corruption. This Jesus hath God raised up, whereof we  
all are witnesses. Therefore being by the right hand of God exalted, and having  
received of the Father the promise of the Holy Ghost, he hath shed forth this, which ye 
now see and hear. For David is not ascended into the heavens: but he saith himself, 
The LORD said unto my Lord, Sit thou on my right hand, Until I make thy foes thy 
footstool. Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly, that God hath made that 
same Jesus, whom ye have crucified, both Lord and Christ.  
 
Now when they heard [this], they were pricked in their heart, and said unto Peter and to 
the rest of the apostles, Men [and] brethren, what shall we do? Then Peter said unto 
them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the 
remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. For  
the promise is unto you, and to your children, and to all that are afar off, [even] as  
many as the Lord our God shall call. And with many other words did he testify and 
exhort, saying, Save yourselves from this untoward generation. Then they that gladly 
received his word were baptized: and the same day there were added [unto them] 
about three thousand souls. And they continued steadfastly in the apostles' doctrine and 
fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers. And fear came upon every soul: 
and many wonders and signs were done by the apostles. And all that believed were 
together, and had all things common; And sold their possessions and goods, and parted 
them to all [men], as every man had need. And they, continuing daily with one accord 
in the temple, and breaking bread from house to  
house, did eat their meat with gladness and singleness of heart, Praising God, and  
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having favor with all the people. And the Lord added to the church daily such as  
should be saved.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



OUR LORD'S ENTRY INTO EGYPT  

DATE:  JUNE 6-JUNE 7, 2015  

REF ER EN C E :  SYNAXARIUM 24 BASHANS  
OBJECTIVE:  CHRIST'S BLESSING TO EGYPT  
VERSE:  BLESSED BE EGYPT MY PEOPLE (ISAIAH 19:25)  
 
 
On this day, our Lord Jesus Christ came to the land of Egypt when He was a two- year 
old child. The Holy Bible says that the angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream, 
saying: "Arise, take the young child and His mother, flee to Egypt and stay there until I 
bring you word; for Herod will seek the young Child to destroy  
Him" (Mt. 2:13). This was for two reasons:  
 
1.If He fell in the hand of Herod and Herod could not kill Him, he would have thought 
that His flesh was a phantom.  
 
2.The second reason was to bless the people of Egypt by being among them, so that 
the prophecy of Hosea (11:1) could be fulfilled which says: "... out of Egypt I called My 
Son." And also for the prophe¬cy of Isaiah (19:1) to be fulfilled which states: "Behold, 
the Lord rides on a swift cloud, and will come into Egypt the idols of Egypt will tot¬ter at 
His presence, and the heart of Egypt will melt in its midst." It was said that the idols of 
Egypt had fallen on their faces when the Incarnated Word of God came to it, as Dagon 
had fallen on its face before the ark of the Lord.  
(I Samuel 5:3)  
 
The Lord Jesus, to Whom is the glory, came to Egypt with Joseph, and His mother the 
Virgin, and Salome. They passed first by a small village called Basta, where the Holy 
Family drank from a well, and its water became a cure for all sicknesses. From there 
they went to Meniet Samannoud, and crossed the Nile to the western side. In this place, 
the Lord Jesus put His foot on a stone and the mark of His sole appeared in the stone. 
The place where this stone was called Picha Isos, in Coptic, or "the  
heal of Jesus". From there, they went westward to Wadi EI-Natroun, and St. Mary  
blessed the place for her knowledge that many monasteries would be built there. Then 
they went to El-¬Ashmoneen where they stayed for few days, after which they went to 
Mount Qosqam, where the monastery of St. Mary was later built, which is known as El-
Moharrak monastery.  
 

When Herod died, the angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream saying: "Arise, 
take the young Child and His mother, and go to the land of Israel. For those who sought 
the young Child's life are dead." (Mt. 2:20-21). They returned to Cairo and lodged in a 
cave, which is today located in the church of Abu-Serga in Old  
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Cairo. Then they passed by El-Mataryia, and they washed there from the water of a  
well, which became blessed and sanctified since then, and a tree of Balsam grew  
beside it. From its oil, the Holy Chrism (El-Myroun) is made, which is used to 
consecrate new churches and its there, the Holy Family walked to EI-Mahama 
(Mostorod), and from there, to the land of Israel.  
 
We ought to celebrate this feast spiritually with joy and gladness, for Our Savior had 
honored our land on this blessed day.  
 
Glory to His Holy Name forever. Amen.  
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THE HOLY BREAD  
 
DATE:  
 
REFERENCES:  
OBJECTIVE:  
VERSE:  

 
JUNE 13-JUNE 14, 
2015  
THE HOLY BIBLE, JOHN 6:48-58  
TO LEARN THE VALUE OF KORBAN  
"WHOEVER EATS MY FLESH AND DRINKS MY BLOOD  
ETERNAL LIFE." (JOHN 6:54).  

 
 
 
 
 
 
HAS  

 

 
 
MAKING  THE  K O R BA N  

The Korban is very special because we use it during the Divine Liturgy because  
Jesus Christ said: "whoever eats My flesh and drinks My blood has eternal life". The 
person that makes the Korban has to be a deacon, not a regular person, because a  
deacon is considered a servant of the altar. And while the deacon makes the Korban, 
he says a lot of psalms and prayers because this Korban will be used during the Holy 
Communion.  
 
IT IS ROUND  
What shape is the Korban? Is it square or triangle? No, it is round because there is  
no end for a circle. There is a beginning and end on the squares and triangles (a 
corner), but on the circle, it keeps on going forever with no beginning and no end. This 
symbolizes our Lord Jesus Christ. Even though Jesus Christ died on the cross, He was 
raised from the dead and lives in Heaven forever. So He lives forever and there is no 
end to Him, like there is no end to eternity or the Kingdom of Heaven. And thus for us 
to live with Our Lord in His kingdom, we should listen to His words,  
"whoever eats My flesh and drinks My blood has eternal life."  
 
12 CROSSES  
How many crosses do we see on this drawing? There are 12 crosses and then 1 big  
cross in the middle. The one big cross symbolizes our Lord Jesus Christ while the 12  
smaller crosses symbolize the 12 disciples. They surround our Lord because they  
were His disciples and they served with Him. Can you name the 12 disciples?  
 
5 HOL ES  
We see how many black circles on this drawing? We see 5 and these are holes. On  
the real Korban, we would actually see 5 holes and these holes symbolize the Passions 
of Our Lord Jesus Christ. He had five wounds, one was the crown of  
thorns, which was placed on His head, the other wound was His side which was  
pierced by a spear by one of the soldiers. How many wounds is that so far?  
Two...also there were two wounds on his hands so that makes how many?  
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Four....And finally the last wound is}}. on his feet. Through our Lord's sufferings  
and "whoever eats [His] flesh and drinks [His] blood has eternal life."  
 
 
 
NOTE: While the servant is telling the children about the five wounds, it would be good 
if he demonstrates the five wounds by pointing to his own body and having the children 
follow him by pointing to their bodies. This way there will be some physical activity 
going on instead of the children sitting there and their attention may be lost. Also, 
using a picture of the crucifixion point to the students the wounds of our Lord.  
 
A GIO S  
And finally on the Korban are the words "Agios.." These words mean "Holy God,  
Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal." While Nicodemus and Joseph of Arimathea was 
shrouding and anointing and burying the body of Jesus, they sang this song. Where  
else do we hear this hymn? In the church...can we say it now?  
 
NOTE: It would be good to review with the children Agios (the servant may bring a tape 
that has Agios on it and the children may sing along).  
 
THE HOLY COMMUNION  
Also, the Korban is not only used in the blessing of the bread but also used in the  
communion. What is communion? This is when we partake of the Holy Body and  
Blood of Jesus Christ and this is where the Korban is most holy because our Lord  
said, "whoever eats My body and drinks My blood has eternal life."  
 

Who makes the Korban?  
 
What shape is it? Why?  
 
How many crosses are on it?  
 
What do the crosses symbolize?  
 
How many holes are there?  
 
What do the holes symbolize?  
 
Name Our Lord's 5 wounds.  
 
What is written on the Korban?  
 
What else do we learn from this lesson?  
 
What is the verse  
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CONCLUSION:  
We have to eat the Korban with respect especially during communion. We also have  
to be thankful to our Lord Jesus Christ who gave us the communion to live forever  
like Him in heaven.  
 
APPLICATION:  

We said that the Korban was used most during the communion. But before we  
take communion, there are a couple of things we should do:  
 

We should be fasting meaning we should not have eaten breakfast. If this is hard for 
you and you get sick or you can not fast the whole morning, talk to the priest  
and he will give you the best advice.  
 

While standing in the altar, we should not be talking to our friends. This is not the 
time to talk to our friends because at this time the only thing we should think about is 
Our Lord Jesus Christ.  

 
The girls should be wearing a veil on their heads and both boys and girls should be 

holding a napkin. We should also our shoes off before entering the alter.  
 
Before we take Communion, there are special prayers we should read. They are  

called "Prayer before Holy Communion."  
 

As we approach the Holy Body and Blood of Jesus Christ, we should make the cross 
and then partake of Him. Making the cross reminds us that we are about to take 
something really special and blessed. And we should make the cross also as  
we proceed to take the Holy Blood of Jesus Christ. We also have to open our mouth  
wide for the priest so, he will have no difficulty in placing the Holy Body in our mouth.  
 

After we take the Holy Body and Holy Blood, there is also a prayer we should  
read called "Prayer After Communion."  
 

Of course this is all done in the altar, so as we leave the altar, we should drink a cup 
of water. The reason we drink the water is because in case there is any Body still in your 
mouth, the water will wash it down.  

 
THE HOLY BREAD  OF  BLESSING (LU-MET  EL BARAKAH)  
The Korban is also used when we receive it from Abouna after the end of the Liturgy. 
As we receive the bread from Abouna we should kiss the cross and then his hand. We 
should not bite from it like we are biting a piece of meat, but we should  
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break a piece of it gently and eat it. The servant can show the children how to eat  
the Korban. This is important because the Korban is not like regular food. Making  
the Korban involved a lot of prayers and psalms, so it is special and thus we should eat 
it in a special way.  
 
GOD  IS INSIDE US  

After we take Communion, Jesus Christ is actually in us! And so if Jesus is inside us,  
we should not do anything that may upset or offend Him. For example, if the Body and 
Blood of Jesus Christ enters our mouth, how can we have our tongues say bad words? 
We should keep our mouths clean and pure and from saying bad things.  
Here is a small exercise, we should not say bad words AT ALL, but if you have a  
problem with this, tell Abouna and begin working on this sin. For example, say to 
yourself, on one day particularly Sundays I will never say a bad word, and then 
gradually increase it to two days, and so on until all the days of the week you won't say 
bad words. And it isn't only bad words, but also screaming at our parents and fighting 
with our brothers and sisters. We should try to stop all of this.  
 
SAVING  THE  KORBAN  FOR THE SICK/ABSENTEES  

If we were privileged and blessed that God gave us an opportunity to come to  
church, we should not forget our brothers and sisters who were not able to attend. We 
should save a piece of Korban for them. For example, if our friend is in the hospital and 
we would visit him after the Liturgy, take a piece of Korban with you for him. Or if your 
mother or father were not able to attend the Liturgy, save a piece of Korban for them. 
This way, even though they didn't go to the church, the church came to them meaning 
that they were able to receive a blessing from the church.Pass out the Korban and tell 
the children to save a piece for those who did not attend the Divine Liturgy.  
 
HOM EW ORK :  
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Can you make the circle above into a Korban?  
 

Directions:  
 

1. Draw one large cross in the center box (for Jesus)  
2. Draw 12 crosses around the center box (for the 12 disciples)  
3. Draw 5 dots (for the 5 wounds of Jesus)  
4. Tell mom and dad the words that are on the outside  

circle.  
AGIOS OTHEOS, AGIOS EHIROS, AGIOS ATHANATOS  

 

 

HOLY GOD, HOLY MIGHTY, HOLY IMMORTAL  
 
 

_       
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



JACOB'S LADDER  

DATE:  JUNE 20-21, 2015  

REF ER EN C E :  GENESIS 28:10-22 & LIFE OF JACOB  
OBJECTIVE:  GOD'S LOVE FOR HIS CHILDREN  
VERSE:  FOR MY ANGEL WILL GO BEFORE YOU (EXODUS 23:23)  
 
 
10Now Jacob went out from Beersheba and went toward Haran. 11So he came to a 
certain place and stayed there all night, because the sun had set. And he took one of 
the stones of that place and put it at his head, and he lay down in that place to  
sleep. 12Then he dreamed, and behold, a ladder was set up on the earth, and its  
top reached to heaven; and there the angels of God were ascending and descending 
on it. 13And behold, the LORD stood above it and said: "I am the LORD God of 
Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; the land on which you lie I will give to you 
and your descendants. 14"Also your descendants shall be as the dust of the earth; you 
shall spread abroad to the west and the east, to the north and the south; and in you 
and in your seed all the families of the earth shall be blessed. 15"Behold, I am with you 
and will keep you wherever you go, and will bring you back to this land; for I will not 
leave you until I have done what I have spoken to  
you." 16Then Jacob awoke from his sleep and said, "Surely the LORD is in this  
place, and I did not know it." 17And he was afraid and said, "How awesome is this  
place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is the gate of heaven!"  
 
18Then Jacob rose early in the morning, and took the stone that he had put at his head, 
set it up as a pillar, and poured oil on top of it. 19And he called the name of that place 
Bethel; but the name of that city had been Luz previously. 20Then Jacob made a vow, 
saying, "If God will be with me, and keep me in this way that I am going, and give me 
bread to eat and clothing to put on, 21"so that I come back to  
my father's house in peace, then the LORD shall be my God. 22"And this stone  
which I have set as a pillar shall be God's house, and of all that You give me I will  
surely give a tenth to You."  
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THE 10 LEPERS  

DATE:  
REF ER EN C E :  
OBJECTIVE:  
VERSE:  

JUNE 27-28, 2015  

LUKE 17:11-19  
TO LEARN TO SAY THANK YOU TO GOD.  
O GIVE THANKS UNTO THE LORD, FOR HE IS GOOD:  
HIS MERCY ENDURES FOREVER. (PSALMS 107:1)  

 
 
 
 
 
 
FOR  

 
 
And it came to pass, as he went to Jerusalem that he passed through the midst of 
Samaria and Galilee. And as he entered into a certain village, there met him ten men 
that were lepers, which stood afar off: And they lifted up [their] voices, and said, Jesus, 
Master, have mercy on us. And when he saw [them], he said unto them, Go show 
yourselves unto the priests. And it came to pass, that, as they went, they were 
cleansed. And one of them, when he saw that he was healed, turned back, and with a 
loud voice glorified God, And fell down on [his] face at his feet, giving him thanks: and 
he was a Samaritan. And Jesus answering said, Were there not ten cleansed? but 
where [are] the nine? There are not found that returned to give glory to God, save this 
stranger. And he said unto him, Arise, go  
thy way: thy faith hath made thee whole.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

_    
 95_
     



THE ANGEL GUIDING TOBIA  

DATE:  JULY 4-5, 2015  

REF ER EN C E :  THE BOOK OF TOBIA OBJECTIVE:  
GOD'S LOVE FOR HIS CHILDREN  

VERSE:  WHEN MY ANGEL GOES BEFORE YOU  
 
 
Tobit was a man who feared the Lord. One day, as he was sitting beneath a wall, he 
looked up and a sparrow defecated in his eyes, blinding him. His wife Anna was left to 
work for the family. Tobit was saddened by this and prayed to God for help. He felt that 
he was better off dead.  
 
At the same time, Sara, the daughter of Raguel, was mocked by her servants. She had 
married seven times and each time Asmodeus, an evil spirit, would kill them before 
they lay with her. Her servants thought she strangled the men. When Sara  
heard this, she prayed to God for help. She felt that she was better off dead. God  
sent his angel Raphael to heal them both the following way:  
 
Tobit remembered that he had given money to a man by the name of Gabael in Rages 
of Media. He wanted Tobias, his son, to know of the money before the Lord ended his 
life. He called Tobias to his room and gave him instructions on what to do when he 
died, where to pick up the money from, and how to live his life better. Tobias was 
concerned since he didn't know where the town was or how to get there. Tobit told him 
to find someone to guide him and he would pay the man wages. When Tobias looked 
for a guide, he found Archangel Raphael disguised as an ordinary man. So the two 
embarked on the journey.  
 
As they traveled, they stopped by the Tigris River. The angel told Tobias to catch the 
fish and remove from it the heart, liver and gallbladder and save them. As they neared 
the town, the angel told him to stop overnight in the house of Raguel, who was Sara's 
father and Tobit's cousin. He advised Tobias to ask her to be his wife, since he was the 
only relative that could marry her. Tobias was afraid because of the stories of her 
former husbands but the angel told him how to drive away the evil spirit by smoking 
the heart and liver of the fish. The angel told him that they were meant for each other 
and Tobias fell in love with her.  
 
When they arrived to Raguel's house, the plans were made for Tobias and Sara to be 
wed. Tobias did as the angel had told him and the evil spirit fled from Sara. Then the 
two prayed together, thanking God for His mercy. The next morning,  
Tobias sent the angel to collect the money while he stayed the 14-days of the  
wedding in Raguel's house.  
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After the time had passed, Tobias and the angel rushed back home. When Anna  
saw Tobias coming she ran to meet him. The angel told Tobias that is he anointed his 
father's eyes with the gall of the fish he would be able to see again. So Tobias  
did as the angel told him. When Tobit was able to see again, he wept and praised  
the Lord. Tobit then ran out to meet Sara, his son's bride, rejoicing and praising God the 
whole time. Tobit then went to give the angel his wages for the service. But the angel 
took Tobit and Tobias to the side and told him that he was Archangel Raphael. He told 
them how he brought Sara and Tobit's prayers to the Lord and how God sent him to 
heal them. So Tobit and Tobias knelt before him. When they looked up again, the angel 
was gone. They were overjoyed with the blessings that  
God gave them and praised the Lord.  
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ELIJAH AND THE WIDOW  

DATE:           JULY 11-12, 2015  

REF ER EN C E :  1KINGS 17:7-24  
OBJECTIVE:  OUR LOVE TO THE PRIESTS  
VERSE:  HE WHO RECEIVES YOU RECEIVES  ME  (MATTHEW 10: 40)  
 
 
7And it happened after a while that the brook dried up, because there had been no rain 
in the land. 8Then the word of the LORD came to him, saying, 9"Arise, go to  
Zarephath, which belongs to Sidon, and dwell there. See, I have commanded a widow 
there to provide for you." 10So he arose and went to Zarephath. And when he came to 
the gate of the city, indeed a widow was there gathering sticks. And he called to her and 
said, "Please bring me a little water in a cup, that I may drink."  
11And as she was going to get it, he called to her and said, "Please bring me a  
morsel of bread in your hand." 12So she said, "As the LORD your God lives, I do not 
have bread, only a handful of flour in a bin, and a little oil in a jar; and see, I am 
gathering a couple of sticks that I may go in and prepare it for myself and my son, that 
we may eat it, and die." 13And Elijah said to her, "Do not fear; go and do as you have 
said, but make me a small cake from it first, and bring it to me; and afterward make 
some for yourself and your son. 14"For thus says the LORD God of Israel: 'The bin of 
flour shall not be used up, nor shall the jar of oil run dry, until the day the LORD sends 
rain on the earth.' " 15So she went away and did according to the word of Elijah; and she 
and he and her household ate for many days. 16The bin of flour was not used up, nor 
did the jar of oil run dry, according to the word of the LORD which He spoke by Elijah.  
 
17Now it happened after these things that the son of the woman who owned the house 
became sick. And his sickness was so serious that there was no breath left in him. 18So 
she said to Elijah, "What have I to do with you, O man of God? Have you come to me to 
bring my sin to remembrance, and to kill my son?" 19And he said to her, "Give me your 
son." So he took him out of her arms and carried him to the upper room where he was 
staying, and laid him on his own bed. 20Then he cried out to the LORD and said, "O 
LORD my God, have You also brought tragedy on the widow with whom I lodge, by 
killing her son?" 21And he stretched himself out on the child three times, and cried out 
to the LORD and said, "O LORD my God, I pray, let this child's soul come back to him." 
22Then the LORD heard the voice of Elijah; and the soul of the child came back to him, 
and he revived. 23And Elijah took the child and brought him down from the upper room 
into the house, and gave him to  
his mother. And Elijah said, "See, your son lives!" 24Then the woman said to Elijah,  
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"Now by this I know that you are a man of God, and that the word of the LORD in  
your mouth is the truth."  
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ST. BISHOY (CHRIST'S APPEARANCE TO HIM)  
DATE:  JULY 18-19,2015  

REF ER EN C E :  "THE LIFE OF ST. BISHOY"  
OBJECTIVE:  LOVING AND HELPING OTHERS  
VERSE:  BY LOVE SERVE ONE ANOTHER (GALATIANS 5:13)  
 
 
Anba Bishoy was born in the year 320 AD from good Christian parents. His father dies 
when he was very young. Anba Bishoy was the youngest of six brothers. One day, an 
angel of the Lord visited his mother. The angel asked for one of her sons to serve God. 
She asked the angel to take all of her sons but he placed his hand on Anba Bishoy. 
Now, Anba Bishoy was the weakest of his brothers so his mother insisted that God 
choose another one more strong and older to better serve the Lord but the angel said 
that God wanted Bishoy to serve Him.  
 
Anba Bishoy joined the monastery in 340 AD at age 20. The monastery was in 
Shaheet. He became a disciple of Anba Bimwa. Anba Bishoy would fast from Saturday 
to Saturday with salt water and bread. He memorized the Bible, verse by verse, and 
especially loved the book of Jeremiah. Jeremiah the prophet used to appear to him. 
One day, angel appeared to Anba Bishoy and pointed to a place where he should stay. 
This was the beginning of his life as a hermit. The site became Anba Bishoy's monastery.  
 
The first time Jesus appeared to him, He called Anba Bishoy His "chosen one". Anba 
Bishoy fell to his face and Jesus stood him up and said, "Peace with you my beloved 
Bishoy. Whoever will ask anything by your name, it will be granted." Many of the 
monks cried to Anba Bishoy, desiring to see Jesus. Anba Bishoy said Jesus would be in 
the church on Sunday. They all rushed to the church on Sunday morning. Anba Bishoy 
was old and the last of the crowd. Anba Bishoy saw an old man along the side of the 
road. He asked the old man where he wished to go and the man said "the church". 
Anba Bishoy saw that the old man was weary and asked to carry him there. So, he 
carried the old man with ease a great distance, however, the old man became 
intolerably heavy. Anba Bishoy realized the man was Jesus and said," the heavens are 
not enough for You and the whole earth is not big enough for You to rest Your feet so 
how could a sinful man like me possibly  
carry You?" Then Jesus said, "Because you have carried Me, blessed Bishoy, your  
holy body will never decay." After this Jesus disappeared. St. Bishoy went to the  
church and told the monks what had happened and they were truly sorrowful.  
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Anba Bishoy was also known to be very kind to strangers. One day, Anba Bishoy  
saw a stranger passing by. He asked the stranger to come in and Anba Bishoy got  
some water to wash his feet. Then Jesus said, "Bless you, my chosen Bishoy. Anba 
Bishoy washed Jesus' feet and kept the water. Some of it he drank and the rest he 
saved for his disciple. The water was a little murky so his disciple refused to drink from 
it three times. The disciple saw that it pained St. Bishoy so he went to drink from it but 
it had disappeared. St. Bishoy told the disciple that it was blessed by Jesus and the 
disciple became exceedingly sorrowful.  
 
May his holy blessings be with us all. Amen.  
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BALAAM'S DONKEY  

DATE:  JULY 25-26, 2015  

REF ER EN C E :  NUMBERS 22:1-35  
OBJECTIVE:  THE LOVE OF ANIMALS AND COMPASSION ON THEM.  
VERSE:  BE KIND TO ONE ANOTHER (EPHESIANS 4:32)  
 
 
1Then the children of Israel moved, and camped in the plains of Moab on the side of the 
Jordan across from Jericho.  
 
2Now Balak the son of Zippor saw all that Israel had done to the Amorites. 3And Moab 
was exceedingly afraid of the people because they were many, and Moab was sick with 
dread because of the children of Israel. 4So Moab said to the elders of Midian, "Now 
this company will lick up everything around us, as an ox licks up the grass of the field." 
And Balak the son of Zippor was king of the Moabites at that time. 5Then he sent 
messengers to Balaam the son of Beor at Pethor, which is near the River in the land of 
the sons of his people, to call him, saying: "Look, a people has come from Egypt. See, 
they cover the face of the earth, and are settling next to me! 6"Therefore please come 
at once, curse this people for me, for they are too mighty for me. Perhaps I shall be 
able to defeat them and drive them out of the  
land, for I know that he whom you bless is blessed, and he whom you curse is  
cursed."  
 
7So the elders of Moab and the elders of Midian departed with the diviner's fee in their 
hand, and they came to Balaam and spoke to him the words of Balak. 8And he said to 
them, "Lodge here tonight, and I will bring back word to you, as the LORD speaks to 
me." So the princes of Moab stayed with Balaam. 9Then God came to Balaam and said, 
"Who are these men with you?" 10So Balaam said to God, "Balak the son of Zippor, king 
of Moab, has sent to me, saying, 11'Look, a people has come out of Egypt, and they 
cover the face of the earth. Come now, curse them for  
me; perhaps I shall be able to overpower them and drive them out.' " 12And God  
said to Balaam, "You shall not go with them; you shall not curse the people, for they 
are blessed." 13So Balaam rose in the morning and said to the princes of Balak, "Go 
back to your land, for the LORD has refused to give me permission to go with you." 
14And the princes of Moab rose and went to Balak, and said, "Balaam  
refuses to come with us."  
 
15Then Balak again sent princes, more numerous and more honorable than they. 
16And they came to Balaam and said to him, "Thus says Balak the son of Zippor:  
'Please let nothing hinder you from coming to me; 17'for I will certainly honor you 
greatly, and I will do whatever you say to me. Therefore please come, curse this  
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people for me.' " 18Then Balaam answered and said to the servants of Balak,  
"Though Balak were to give me his house full of silver and gold, I could not go beyond 
the word of the LORD my God, to do less or more. 19"Now therefore,  
please, you also stay here tonight, that I may know what more the LORD will say to  
me." 20And God came to Balaam at night and said to him, "If the men come to call you, 
rise and go with them; but only the word which I speak to you—that you shall do." 21So 
Balaam rose in the morning, saddled his donkey, and went with the princes of Moab.  
 
22Then God's anger was aroused because he went, and the Angel of the LORD took His 
stand in the way as an adversary against him. And he was riding on his donkey, and his 
two servants were with him. 23Now the donkey saw the Angel of the LORD standing in 
the way with His drawn sword in His hand, and the donkey turned aside  
out of the way and went into the field. So Balaam struck the donkey to turn her  
back onto the road. 24Then the Angel of the LORD stood in a narrow path between the 
vineyards, with a wall on this side and a wall on that side. 25And when the donkey saw 
the Angel of the LORD, she pushed herself against the wall and crushed Balaam's foot 
against the wall; so he struck her again. 26Then the Angel of the LORD went further, 
and stood in a narrow place where there was no way to turn either to the right hand or 
to the left. 27And when the donkey saw the Angel of the LORD, she lay down under 
Balaam; so Balaam's anger was aroused, and he struck the donkey with his staff. 
28Then the LORD opened the mouth of the donkey, and she said to Balaam, "What have 
I done to you, that you have struck me these three times?" 29And Balaam said to the 
donkey, "Because you have abused me. I wish there were a sword in my hand, for now 
I would kill you!" 30So the donkey said to Balaam, "Am I not your donkey on which you 
have ridden, ever since I became  
yours, to this day? Was I ever disposed to do this to you?" And he said, "No."  
 
31Then the LORD opened Balaam's eyes, and he saw the Angel of the LORD standing 
in the way with His drawn sword in His hand; and he bowed his head and fell flat on his 
face. 32And the Angel of the LORD said to him, "Why have you struck your donkey these 
three times? Behold, I have come out to stand against you, because your way is 
perverse before Me. 33"The donkey saw Me and turned aside  
from Me these three times. If she had not turned aside from Me, surely I would also  
have killed you by now, and let her live." 34And Balaam said to the Angel of the LORD, 
"I have sinned, for I did not know You stood in the way against me. Now therefore, if it 
displeases You, I will turn back." 35Then the Angel of the LORD said to Balaam, "Go 
with the men, but only the word that I speak to you, that you shall  
speak." So Balaam went with the princes of Balak.  
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DAVID & GOLIATH  

DATE:  
REF ER EN C E :  
OBJECTIVE:  
VERSE:  

AUGUST 1-2, 2015  

1 SAMUEL 17:3-51 & LIFE OF DAVID  
GOD'S LOVE AND CARE FOR US  
THE LORD IS MY SHEPHERD I SHALL NOT  
23:1)  

 
 
 
 
 
 
WANT  

 

 
 
 
 
 
(PSALM  

 
 
3The Philistines stood on a mountain on one side, and Israel stood on a mountain on the 
other side, with a valley between them. 4And a champion went out from the camp of 
the Philistines, named Goliath, from Gath, whose height was six cubits and a span. 5He 
had a bronze helmet on his head, and he was armed with a coat of mail, and the weight 
of the coat was five thousand shekels of bronze. 6And he had bronze armor on his legs 
and a bronze javelin between his shoulders. 7Now the staff of his spear was like a 
weaver's beam, and his iron spearhead weighed six hundred shekels; and a shield-
bearer went before him. 8Then he stood and cried  
out to the armies of Israel, and said to them, "Why have you come out to line up  
for battle? Am I not a Philistine, and you the servants of Saul? Choose a man for 
yourselves, and let him come down to me. 9"If he is able to fight with me and kill me, 
then we will be your servants. But if I prevail against him and kill him, then you shall 
be our servants and serve us." 10And the Philistine said, "I defy the armies of Israel 
this day; give me a man, that we may fight together." 11When Saul and all Israel 
heard these words of the Philistine, they were dismayed and greatly afraid.  
 
12Now David was the son of that Ephrathite of Bethlehem Judah, whose name was 
Jesse, and who had eight sons. And the man was old, advanced in years, in the  
days of Saul. 13The three oldest sons of Jesse had gone to follow Saul to the battle.  
The names of his three sons who went to the battle were Eliab the firstborn, next to him 
Abinadab, and the third Shammah. 14David was the youngest. And the three oldest 
followed Saul. 15But David occasionally went and returned from Saul to feed his father's 
sheep at Bethlehem. 16And the Philistine drew near and presented himself forty days, 
morning and evening. 17Then Jesse said to his son David, "Take now for your brothers 
an ephah of this dried grain and these ten loaves, and run to your brothers at the camp. 
18"And carry these ten cheeses to the captain of their thousand, and see how your 
brothers fare, and bring back news of them." 19Now Saul and they and all the men of 
Israel were in the Valley of Elah, fighting with the Philistines.  
 
20So David rose early in the morning, left the sheep with a keeper, and took the things 
and went as Jesse had commanded him. And he came to the camp as the  
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army was going out to the fight and shouting for the battle. 21For Israel and the  
Philistines had drawn up in battle array, army against army. 22And David left his 
supplies in the hand of the supply keeper, ran to the army, and came and greeted  
his brothers. 23Then as he talked with them, there was the champion, the Philistine  
of Gath, Goliath by name, coming up from the armies of the Philistines; and he spoke 
according to the same words. So David heard them. 24And all the men of Israel, when 
they saw the man, fled from him and were dreadfully afraid. 25So the men of Israel 
said, "Have you seen this man who has come up? Surely he has come up to defy Israel; 
and it shall be that the man who kills him the king will enrich with great riches, will give 
him his daughter, and give his father's house exemption from taxes in Israel." 26Then 
David spoke to the men who stood by him, saying, "What shall be done for the man who 
kills this Philistine and takes away the reproach from Israel? For who is this 
uncircumcised Philistine, that he should defy the armies of the living God?" 27And the 
people answered him in this manner, saying, "So shall it  
be done for the man who kills him."  
 
28Now Eliab his oldest brother heard when he spoke to the men; and Eliab's anger was 
aroused against David, and he said, "Why did you come down here? And with whom 
have you left those few sheep in the wilderness? I know your pride and the insolence of 
your heart, for you have come down to see the battle." 29And David said, "What have I 
done now? Is there not a cause?" 30Then he turned from him toward another and said 
the same thing; and these people answered him as the first ones did.  
 
31Now when the words which David spoke were heard, they reported them to Saul; and 
he sent for him. 32Then David said to Saul, "Let no man's heart fail because of him; your 
servant will go and fight with this Philistine." 33And Saul said to David, "You are not 
able to go against this Philistine to fight with him; for you are a youth, and he a man of 
war from his youth." 34But David said to Saul, "Your servant used to keep his father's 
sheep, and when a lion or a bear came and took a lamb out of the flock, 35I went out 
after it and struck it, and delivered the lamb from its mouth; and when it arose against 
me, I caught it by its beard, and struck and killed it. 36"Your servant has killed both lion 
and bear; and this uncircumcised Philistine will be like one of them, seeing he has defied 
the armies of the living God." 37Moreover David said, "The LORD, who delivered me 
from the paw of the lion and from the paw of the bear, He will deliver me from the hand 
of this Philistine." And Saul said  
to David, "Go, and the LORD be with you!"  
 
38So Saul clothed David with his armor, and he put a bronze helmet on his head; he 
also clothed him with a coat of mail. 39David fastened his sword to his armor  
and tried to walk, for he had not tested them. And David said to Saul, "I cannot  
walk with these, for I have not tested them." So David took them off.  
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40Then he took his staff in his hand; and he chose for himself five smooth stones  
from the brook, and put them in a shepherd's bag, in a pouch which he had, and his 
sling was in his hand. And he drew near to the Philistine. 41So the Philistine  
came, and began drawing near to David, and the man who bore the shield went  
before him. 42And when the Philistine looked about and saw David, he disdained him; 
for he was only a youth, ruddy and good-looking. 43So the Philistine said to David, "Am 
I a dog, that you come to me with sticks?" And the Philistine cursed David by his gods. 
44And the Philistine said to David, "Come to me, and I will give your flesh to the birds of 
the air and the beasts of the field!" 45Then David said to the Philistine, "You come to me 
with a sword, with a spear, and with a javelin. But I come to you in the name of the 
LORD of hosts, the God of the armies of Israel, whom you have defied. 46"This day the 
LORD will deliver you into my hand, and I will strike you and take your head from you. 
And this day I will give the carcasses of the camp of the Philistines to the birds of the air 
and the wild beasts of the earth, that all the earth may know that there is a God in 
Israel. 47"Then all this assembly shall know that the LORD does not save with sword 
and spear; for the battle is the  
LORD's, and He will give you into our hands."  
 
48So it was, when the Philistine arose and came and drew near to meet David, that 
David hastened and ran toward the army to meet the Philistine. 49Then David put his 
hand in his bag and took out a stone; and he slung it and struck the Philistine in his 
forehead, so that the stone sank into his forehead, and he fell on his face to the earth. 
50So David prevailed over the Philistine with a sling and a stone, and struck the 
Philistine and killed him. But there was no sword in the hand of David.  
51Therefore David ran and stood over the Philistine, took his sword and drew it out  
of its sheath and killed him, and cut off his head with it. And when the Philistines saw 
that their champion was dead, they fled.  
 
ONLY A BOY NAMED DAVID (HTTP://WWW.DLTK-BIBLE.COM/DAVID.HTM)  
 

 
ONLY A BOY NAMED DAVID  
ONLY A LITTLE SLING  
ONLY A BOY NAMED DAVID  
BUT HE COULD PRAY AND SING  
ONLY A BOY NAMED DAVID  
ONLY A RIPPLING BROOK  
ONLY A BOY NAMED DAVID  
BUT FIVE LITTLE STONES HE TOOK.  
 

 
AND ONE LITTLE STONE WENT IN THE SLING  
AND THE SLING WENT ROUND AND ROUND  
AND ONE LITTLE STONE WENT IN THE SLING  
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A ND  
A ND 

A ND 

A ND 

A ND 

A ND  

THE SLING WENT ROUND AND ROUND  
ROUND AND ROUND 

ROUND AND ROUND  
ROUND AND ROUND AND ROUND  
ONE LITTLE STONE WENT UP IN THE AIR  
THE GIANT CAME TUMBLIN DOWN  
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THE BIRTH AND CHILDHOOD OF ST. MARY  

DATE:  AUGUST 8-9, 2015  

REF ER EN C E :  SYNAXARIUM 1 BASHANS OBJECTIVE:  
TAKING ST. MARY AS A ROLE MODEL  

VERSE:  WE GLORIFY YOU OH SAINT AND VIRGIN  
 
 
On this day the church celebrates the birth of the pure Virgin St. Mary, the Mother of 
God (Theotokos), through whom Salvation came to mankind. She was born in the city 
of Nazareth, where her parents lived. Her father was grieved, in his heart for he could 
not offer an offering to God, for he did not have any children. In the fullness of time, 
according to the Divine Will, the angel of the Lord was sent to announce Joachim, her 
father, while he was on the mountain praying, and said to him: "The Lord will give you 
offspring through whom sal¬vation comes to the  
world."  
 
Immediately he went down the mountain believing what the angel told him, and he told 
his wife Anna of what he saw and heard. She rejoiced, gave thanks to the Lord, and 
vowed that the child who was to be born to her would become a servant in the house of 
the Lord all the days of her/his life. She conceived, and gave birth to this Saint and 
called her Mary who had become the Queen of all women of the world, and through her 
we have received the grace.  
 
May her intercession be with us, and glory be to God forever. Amen.  
 
 
 
HAIL TO MARY, MOTHER OF GOD  
EVERYWHERE YOU SEE THE SUN  
MAGNIFY HER GLORIFY HER  
PUT HER ALWAYS IN YOUR HEART  
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THE FEAST OF THE ASSUMPTION OF ST. MARY'S  

BO DY  

DATE:  
REF ER EN C E :  
OBJECTIVE:  
VERSE:  

AUGUST 15-16, 2015  

SYNAXARIUM 21 TUBA  
THE HONOR OF ST. MARY  
THE LORD IS MY LIGHT AND  
27:1)  

 
 
 
 
 
 
MY SALVATION  

 

 
 
 
 
 
(PSALM  

 
 
On this day, Our Lady, the perfectly pure, the Virgin St. Mary, the Mother of God, 
departed. When she was praying in the holy sepulcher, the Holy Spirit informed her  
that she was about to depart from this temporal world. When the time of her  
departure arrived, the Mount of Olives virgins came to her, together with the apostles 
who were still alive, and they surrounded her bed. The Lord Jesus Christ, to whom is the 
glory, with a host of thousands and thousands of angels came to her and comforted her 
and told her about the eternal joy that was prepared for her, and she was pleased to 
hear this. The apostles and the virgins asked her blessing. She stretched her hand and 
blessed them all and she gave up her pure spirit in the hand of her Son and God, and He 
took her to the heavenly mansions.  
 
The apostles prepared the body in a fitting manner, and carried it to Gethsemane. On 
their way, some of the Jews tried to disturb the procession. One of them seized  
the coffin with his hands and his hands were separated instantly from his body and  
they remained attached to the coffin He regretted his evil deed and wept bitterly. 
Through the supplications of the saintly apostles, his hands rejoined his body, and he 
believed in the Lord Jesus. When they buried the body, the Lord con¬cealed it and hid it 
from the apostles.  
 
St. Thomas the apostle was not present at the time of St. Mary's departure. He wanted 
to go to Jerusalem and a cloud carried him there. On his way, he saw her  
pure body carried by the angels and ascending to heaven with it. One of the angels  
told him to make haste and kiss the pure body of the Virgin Mary and he did.  
 
When St. Thomas arrived where the disciples were, they told him about St. Mary's 
departure and he said to them, "You know how I conducted myself at the resurrection 
of the Lord Jesus Christ, and I will not believe unless I see her body." They went with 
him to the tomb, but they did not find the body, and everyone was surprised. St. 
Thomas told them how he saw the holy body and the angels ascending with it. At this 
moment, they heard the Holy Spirit saying to them, "The  
Lord did not want to leave her body on earth." The Lord had promised them to let  
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them see her in the flesh once more. They were waiting for this promise to  
be fulfilled, until the sixteenth day of the month of Misra, when they saw her.  
 
The years of her life on earth were sixty years. She was twelve years old when she 
left the temple. She spent thirty-four years in Joseph's house, until the  
Ascension of the Lord, and fourteen years with St. John the Evangelist, according 
to the commandment of the Lord which he told her at the cross,  
''Behold, this is your son,'' and to St. John, "Behold, this is your mother."  
 
May her intercession and blessings be with us.  
Amen.  
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THE HEALING OF THE CRIPPLED AT THE POOL  

OF BETHSEDA  

DATE:  
REF ER EN C E :  
OBJECTIVE:  
VERSE:  
8:12)  

AUGUST 22-23,2015  

JOHN 5:1-18  
THE DIVINITY OF OUR LORD CHRIST  
I AM THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD (JOHN  

 
 
1After this there was a feast of the Jews, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 2Now 
there is in Jerusalem by the Sheep Gate a pool, which is called in Hebrew, 
Bethesda, having five porches. 3In these lay a great multitude of sick people, blind, 
lame, paralyzed, waiting for the moving of the water. 4For an angel went down at a 
certain time into the pool and stirred up the water; then  
whoever stepped in first, after the stirring of the water, was made well of  
whatever disease he had. 5Now a certain man was there who had an infirmity 
thirty-eight years. 6When Jesus saw him lying there, and knew that he already 
had been in that condition a long time, He said to him, "Do you want to be made 
well?" 7The sick man answered Him, "Sir, I have no man to put me into the pool 
when the water is stirred up; but while I am coming, another steps down before 
me." 8Jesus said to him, "Rise, take up your bed and walk." 9And immediately the 
man was made well, took up his bed, and walked. And that day was the Sabbath. 
10The Jews therefore said to him who was cured, "It is the Sabbath; it is not lawful 
for you to carry your bed." 11He answered them, "He who made me well said to 
me, 'Take up your bed and walk.' " 12Then they asked him, "Who is the Man who 
said to you, 'Take up  
your bed and walk'?"  
13But the one who was healed did not know who it was, for Jesus had withdrawn, 
a multitude being in that place. 14Afterward Jesus found him in the  
temple, and said to him, "See, you have been made well. Sin no more, lest a  
worse thing come upon you." 15The man departed and told the Jews that it was 
Jesus who had made him well.  
 
16For this reason the Jews persecuted Jesus, and sought to kill Him, because He 
had done these things on the Sabbath. 17But Jesus answered them, "My Father has 
been working until now, and I have been working." 18Therefore the Jews sought all 
the more to kill Him, because He not only broke the Sabbath,  
but also said that God  
was His Father, making Himself equal with  
God.  
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ST. IRENE  

DATE:     AUGUST 29-AUGUST 30, 

2015 

REF ER EN C E :  SYNAXARIUM- MESRA 21  
OBJECTIVE:  LEAD BY EXAMPLE  
 

 
On this day also, St. Irene (i.e. peace), departed. She was the daughter of a 

pagan king, whose name was Lucianus. She was exceedingly beautiful. Her  
father loved her very much, therefore he built a fortified mansion for her. He  
assigned thirteen maids to serve, guard and protect her from what might 
defile the name and honor of her family. St. Irene was then six years old,  
and her father left some statues for her to worship. Her father also assigned  
a wise old teacher to instruct her.  
 

Once St. Irene saw in a vision, a dove with an olive leaf in her mouth, and  
the dove came and laid it on a table before her. Then there came an eagle  
with a crown, which he laid also on the table. Afterwards, a raven came with  
a serpent, which he laid on the table. St. Irene was frightened by this vision,  
and she revealed this vision to her teacher. Her father was unaware that the  
teacher was Christian. The teacher explained the vision to her saying, "The  
dove is the teaching of the Law, the olive leaf is baptism, the eagle is the  
victory and the crown is the glory of the saints. The raven is the king and  
the serpent is the persecution." He concluded his talk by saying that she had  
to struggle for the sake of the Faith in the Lord Christ.  
 

One day, her father came to visit her, and proposed that she marry one  
of the princes. She asked him for three days in which she might think it  
over. After her father had left, she went to the statues, and asked them to  
advise her on what was right for her, but they did not answer her. The saint  
lifted up her eyes to heaven, and said, "O God of the Christians, guide me to  
whatever pleases you." The angel of the Lord appeared to her and said,  
"Tomorrow one of the disciples of St. Paul will come to you, will teach you  
what you need to know, and then will baptize you." The next day, St.  
Timothy, the Apostle, came to her, taught her the essentials of Christianity  
and baptized her.  
 

When her father knew that, he summoned her. When he verified this  
news from her, her profession in the Lord Christ, he tied her to the tail of an  
untamed horse, and then released it. Nevertheless, God preserved her and 
she was not harmed. Instead, the horse itself turned and grasped with his  
mouth the arm of her father, hurled him on the ground, and her father fell  
dead. With the prayers of his daughter, St. Irene, he was risen alive. The  
father, his wife and three thousand persons became Christians, and they all  
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were baptized. God honored this saint with several inspired miracles which  
she wrought before governors and kings and many had believed because of  
her. When she fulfilled her strife, she departed in peace.  
 
May her prayers be with us and Glory be to God forever. Amen.  
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FILLER LESSONS  
 

 

SOLOMON AND THE ANT  

DATE:  
REF ER EN C E :  
OBJECTIVE:  
VERSE:  

FILLER LESSON  

SHORT STORIES # 18 (FR. TADROS MALATY)  
GOD'S CARE FOR US  
THE BLESSING OF THE LORD MAKES ONE RICH (PROVERBS  
10:22)  

 
 
Solomon the prophet was given a great gift from God; he was able to communicate with 
all types of animals. One day Solomon saw an ant walking on the ground below him. 
He noticed that the ant was carrying a grain of wheat on his back that was twice as big 
as the ant. The little ant was working so hard trying to carry the grain of wheat into the 
hole in the ground which was his home. After seeing this, Solomon said to himself, I 
should help this ant. So he brought a beautiful little box and placed a satin cloth inside 
it. Then he came to the ant and told him I will take care of you from now on. Everyday I 
will bring you a grain of wheat and you can live here in this beautiful box. The ant was 
very grateful and thanked Solomon. So as he promised, Solomon brought the ant a 
grain of wheat. The ant ate half of it and saved the rest. The next day, Solomon 
brought the ant another grain of wheat. Again, the ant only ate half of it and saved the 
rest. Solomon wondered why the ant did not eat the whole grain, so he asked the ant, 
why do you only eat half of the grain? The ant answered and said, you are only human 
and you might forget to bring me food one day, but when I am outside I work hard for 
my food and God always provides for me.  
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JESUS OBEYS HIS PARENTS  

DATE:  
REF ER EN C E :  
OBJECTIVE:  
VERSE:  

FILLER LESSON  

LUKE 2:40-52  

LISTEN TO YOUR FATHER AND MOTHER.  
HONOR YOUR FATHER AND YOUR MOTHER (EXODUS  
20:12)  

 
 
And the child grew, and waxed strong in spirit, filled with wisdom: and the grace of God 
was upon him. Now his parents went to Jerusalem every year at the feast of the 
passover. And when he was twelve years old, they went up to Jerusalem after the 
custom of the feast. And when they had fulfilled the days, as they returned, the child 
Jesus tarried behind in Jerusalem; and Joseph and his mother knew not [of it]. But 
they, supposing him to have been in the company, went a day's  
journey; and they sought him among [their] kinsfolk and acquaintance. And when  
they found him not, they turned back again to Jerusalem, seeking him. And it came to 
pass, that after three days they found him in the temple, sitting in the midst of the 
doctors, both hearing them, and asking them questions. And all that heard him were 
astonished at his understanding and answers. And when they saw him, they were 
amazed: and his mother said unto him, Son, why hast thou thus dealt with us? behold, 
thy father and I have sought thee sorrowing. And he said unto them, How is it that ye 
sought me? wist ye not that I must be about my Father's business? And they 
understood not the saying which he spake unto them. And he went down with them, 
and came to Nazareth, and was subject unto them: but his  
mother kept all these sayings in her heart. And Jesus increased in wisdom and  
stature, and in favour with God and man.  
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The Departure of St. Takla Haymanot  
 
DATE:  
 
 
OBJECTIVE:  
VERSE:  

 
FILLER LESSON REFERENCE:  
SYNAXARIUM 24 MESRA  
LOVE OF GOD FOR HIS CHILDREN  
THE LORD IS MY LIGHT AND MY SALVATION (PSALM  
27:1)  

On this day, the great hermit and the blessed St. Takla Haymanot, the Ethiopian,  
departed. He was born in a village nearby Jerusalem which was the share of Zadok and 
Abia-thar the priests during the reign of King Soliman, son of King David.  
 
Zadok begot Azariah, Azariah begot Zadok, who was named after his grandfather, and 
Zadok begot Levi, and so forth till the father of this saint was born. His name was Tsega 
Ze-Ab (which means the Grace of the Father) and he married a woman  
whose name was Sarah. They were righteous, God fearing and very rich. They  
always celebrated the commemoration of the honorable Archangel Michael on the 
twelfth day of each Coptic month, and gave alms to the poor and the needy.  
 
Sarah, the mother of this saint, was very beautiful, meek and adorned with many 
virtues, hence they called her "Egezi-Hareya" (i.e. God has chosen her). However, She 
and her husband were bitter and sad because they did not have any children. She went 
daily to the church imploring God to give her a child that would delight her heart. Her 
husband also went to the church at the time of the offering of the incense and taught 
the congregation the fundamentals of faith. Every time he went to the church he took 
from his own money an offering to the house of God. They  
both agreed to disperse their money to the poor, the needy, the monasteries and  
the churches.  
 
Meanwhile the king died, and another king reigned who worshipped the idols. The new 
king demolished the churches and built pagan temples. He was unjust and he plundered 
and captured women, among them "Egezi-Hareya", the mother of St. Takla. Later she 
returned safely to her husband and both glorified God and praised His Holy Name.  
 
Afterwards, the angel of the Lord appeared to them in a vision at night, and 
announced to them the birth of this saint. When the saint was about one and half years 
old, a famine befell Ethiopia. When the twelfth day of the blessed month of Baramhat, 
the commemoration of the honorable head of the Heavenly hosts, drew near, Sarah, the 
mother of the child, was crying because she was not able to celebrate this occasion. 
The child wiped away her tears with his little hands and yet he was still unable to talk. 
He pointed to her to carry him to where there was a  
plate with a little flour in it. She took him to the plate where he dipped his hand in  
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the flour. The flour increased until it was pouring onto the floor. She brought  
baskets and every time she emptied the plate, it became full again, until she had filled 
twelve baskets. His mother then knew that God was with the child. Then she  
brought to him the empty container of oil. He placed his hand over it and it was  
filled with the power of God. In the same fashion, other containers in the house were 
filled. When Tsega Ze-Ab, the father of the child, returned from the church and knew 
what happened, he glorified God. They celebrated the commemoration of the archangel 
Michael, fed the poor and all the neighbors.  
 
God honored this saint with many miracles that he performed during his life and also 
after his departure. When St. Takla Haymanot completed his good strife, he departed in 
peace.  
 
May his prayers be with us. Amen.  
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MEMORIZATION: THE LORD'S PRAYER  
Our Father, who art in heaven,  
 
Hallowed be thy Name.  
 
Thy kingdom come.  
 
Thy will be done,  
 
On earth as it is in heaven.  
 
Give us this day our daily bread.  
 
And forgive us our trespasses,  
 
As we forgive those who trespass against us.  
 
And lead us not into temptation,  
 
But deliver us from evil.  
 
For thine is the kingdom,  
 
and the power, and the glory,  
 
forever and ever.  
 
Amen.  
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MEMORIZATION: PSALM 23  
 

 
 
1 The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want.  
 
2 He makes me to lie down in green pastures; He leads me beside the still waters.  
 
3 He restores my soul; He leads me in the paths of righteousness for His name's sake.  
 
4 Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil; For 
You are with me; Your rod and Your staff, they comfort me.  
 
5 You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; You anoint my head 
with oil; My cup runs over.  
 
6 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life; And I will dwell in 
the house of the Lord forever.  
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