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Introduction 
By His Grace Bishop Daniel 

 
“And of the angels He says: Who makes His angels spirits And His ministers a flame 
of fire.”  (Hebrews 1:7). 
 
“Hail to the Church, the house of the Angels.”  (The Morning Doxologies). 
 
One of the sweetest, most attractive topics is Angels, whom God created on the first 
day of creation to glorify and praise Him (Psalm 148:2) and serve and deliver 
humans (Daniel 6:22). 
 
What is the nature of Angels?  What are the names and ranks of the Angels?  What 
are their characteristics and functions and their language and numbers?  All these 
important questions are discussed in this delightful book, which is well researched 
and presented by our beloved Father Matthew Attia. 
 
May the Lord bless the author and reader and may you always be guided and 
guarded by the Angels of the Lord. 
 
Through the intercessions of St. Mary and all the Heavenly Hosts and the prayers of 
His Holiness Pope Shenouda III. 
 
 
 
 
 
His Grace Bishop Daniel 
Bishop of Sydney  
and Affiliated Regions 
24th November 2005 
Feast of St. Mina 



Preface 
 
The word Angel means Messenger.  They are active Spirits who are intelligent and 
serve God completely.  Angels are not figments of man’s imagination.  From the 
beginning of Creation we are acquainted with Angels.  God placed the Cherubim with 
a flaming sword to guard the entrance to Paradise (Genesis 3:24).  Jacob saw Angels 
in his vision (Genesis 23:12) and later in (Genesis 32:1-2).  The Prophet Isaiah saw 
the Seraphim surrounding the Throne of God (Isaiah 6:1-2) and the Prophet Ezekiel 
saw the Cherubim in his vision of the House of God (Ezekiel 1:26). 

 

Angels appear too in the New Testament.  Zacharias was told of John the Baptists’ 
birth by an Angel (Luke 1:11).  The Mother of God was told of our Saviour’s 
Incarnation by Archangel Gabriel (Luke 1:26) and Joseph was warned in a dream by 
an Angel to take his family to Egypt (Matthew 2:13).  Angels appeared at our Lord’s 
birth (Luke 2:9-10).  They prevented the Magi from returning to Herod (Matthew 
2:12), served our Lord Jesus whilst on the Mount of Temptation (Matthew 4:11) and 
comforted Him in Gethsemane (Luke 22:43).  Angels proclaimed the Resurrection to 
the spice bearing women (Luke 24:5-6) and comforted the Apostles at the Lord’s 
Ascension to Heaven (Acts 1:10-11). 
 
The Lord sends His holy Angels to protect us and deliver us from trials and 
tribulations “My God sent His angel and shut the lions' mouths, so that they have not 
hurt me, because I was found innocent before Him; and also, O king, I have done no 
wrong before you.”  (Daniel 6:22). 
 
For these reasons, we seek the prayers and intercessions of the Angels at the 
conclusion of our prayers saying: “Surround us with Your Holy Angels that we may 
be guided and guarded by them.” 
 
May our Lord Jesus Christ, source of all love and blessings, bless us with every 
spiritual and heavenly blessings that we may have fellowship with Him and with all 
the Heavenly Hosts. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
FATHER MATTHEW ATTIA 
Feast of Archangel Michael 
21st November 2005 
12th Hatour 1722 
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Chapter 1 
Who are the Angels? 

 
An angel is a pure spirit created by God.  The English word "angel" comes 
from the Greek angelos, which means 'messenger'. In the Old Testament, 
with two exceptions, the Hebrew word for "angel" is malak, also meaning 
'messenger'. The prophet Malachi took his name from this word. He was 
himself a messenger, and he prophesied about the coming of "the messenger 
of the covenant", Jesus Christ (Malachi 3:1). 
 
Although the word "angel" in the Bible, meaning a messenger, nearly always 
applies to heavenly beings, it may occasionally apply to human messengers. 
Malachi himself said a priest was a messenger (malak) of the LORD of hosts 
(Malachi 2:7), and in the Book of Revelation the elders of the seven churches 
of Asia Minor were called angels (Revelation 1:20; 2:1). 
 

How do we know angels exist? 
 
Angels are purely spiritual or bodiless persons (Matthew 11:30), some of 
whom behold the face of God and thus are in bliss (Matthew 18:10). These 
spiritual beings comprise the celestial court and are called angels (from the 
Greek for "messenger") because, according to the Bible, they carry out 
missions at God's command. In order to complete these missions, they can at 
times assume bodily form. 
 
God bestowed upon angels great wisdom, freedom, and power, and their 
many appearances in the New Testament are indication of the lead role 
assigned to them. 
 
Like us, the angels are the objects of God's grace and love. But because, 
unlike us they are non-bodily creatures, their response to God's love did not 
require time and reflection to grow and mature. As soon as they were created 
and received grace, they had the opportunity to respond to God's love and 
thus be welcomed into bliss. While many did so, some did not. Perhaps the 
most significant continuing activity of the good angels is to be the agents of 
God's particular providence for mankind. 
 

Why did God Create the Angels? 
 
The Lord Himself is so powerful and glorious that He cannot be approached in 
person by human beings. He alone “who alone has immortality, dwelling in 
unapproachable light, whom no man has seen or can see.” (1 Timothy 6:16). 
Angels do not have man's shortcomings, and can therefore act for God and 
represent Him when communicating with men and women. They bridge the 
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huge gap between the holiness and perfection of God in heaven and the 
shortcomings of dying people on this planet. Angels were made immortal. 
 
Their eternal quality was spoken of by Jesus when he said: “But those who 
are counted worthy to attain that age, and the resurrection from the dead, 
neither marry nor are given in marriage; nor can they die anymore, for they 
are equal to the angels and are sons of God, being sons of the resurrection.” 
(Luke 20:35-36). 
 
Jesus was saying that, in the same way as the angels (the children or "sons" 
of God) live forever and are of one gender, so those who will be called the 
"sons" and "daughters" of God when Jesus returns will also live for ever and 
will not marry. 

 
The Creation of the Angels 

 
“First of all, God conceived the Angelic heavenly powers, and this conception 
became an act, with the Logos (Christ) complementing and the Spirit 
perfecting.”  (St. Gregory the Theologian). 
 
There is no indication from the Bible as to the time of creating the angels.  
There are, however, two schools of thought: the first is that they were 
created on the first day of creation, and the second is that they were created 
before the creation of the world at an undefined time. 
 
Most theologians subscribe to the first school of thought and they prove it by 
saying that the angels are not a separate world but are part of God’s 
complete creation and that our God is a God of order and therefore all the 
creation completed each other in one stage. They see that it is apparent from 
the verses (Genesis 1:1-5), that the angels were created with the heaven and 
with the light which is created in it for they are a luminous creation and 
therefore this was in the first day (Sunday) of creation.  They also prove this 
from the verses: 
 
“Now prepare yourself like a man; I will question you, and you shall answer 
Me. Where were you when I laid the foundations of the earth? Tell Me, if you 
have understanding. Who determined its measurements? Surely you know! Or 
who stretched the line upon it?  To what were its foundations fastened? Or 
who laid its cornerstone, when the morning stars sang together, and all the 
sons of God shouted for joy?” (Job 38:3-7). 
 

Why God Uses Angels? 
 
It is interesting that in both the Old and New Testaments God sometimes 
speaks directly and sometimes through angels.  God may use angels for the 
following reasons: 
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a) Unwilling to listen – sometimes humans are unwilling to listen to God.  
Elijah for example, whilst he had heard the voice of God many times 
before, when he feared Jezebel was depressed.  He journeyed on foot 
over one hundred kilometres from Jezreel to Beersheba.  Thereafter an 
angel of the Lord appeared to him and offered him some food.  He then 
began to be receptive to God once more (1 Kings 19:5). 

b) Too busy to hear – Phillip for example may have been too busy with the 
workload of the ministry in Samaria.  Therefore an angel was sent to tell 
him to leave the crowds and go to speak to one man on the road to Gaza 
(Acts 8:26). 

c) Critical situations – St. Paul when the ship in which he was travelling 
was caught in a terrible storm, they had given up all hope of being saved 
(Acts 27:20).  In the midst of turmoil and panic Paul was visited by an 
angel from God and St. Paul was assured that everyone on board would 
be saved. 

d) God’s mercy – Cornelius was a God fearing man and his prayers were 
heard.  Imagine what an encouragement it must have been for this 
gentile but devout man to experience an actual visitation from a 
messenger of God, highlighting his mercies and compassions (Acts 10:1-
8). 

e) Incapable of hearing God – Balaam was so intent on his own business 
that nothing could have attracted his attention.  It seemed necessary for 
an angel to confront him before he was capable of hearing what God had 
to say (Numbers 22:21). 
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Chapter 2 
The Nature of the Angels 

 
“In man, as well as in Angels – for Angels are rational – God has placed a 
power of choice, so that those who obeyed might justly possess the good 
things which indeed, God gives, but which they must preserve”.  (St. 
Irenaeus). 
 
The angels are a spiritual non-material creation, “And of the angels He says: 
‘Who makes His angels spirits And His ministers a flame of fire.’” (Hebrews 
1:7). “Who makes His angels spirits, His ministers a flame of fire.” (Psalm 
104:4).  Non-material means that they have no dense, materialistic body and 
the meaning of flame and fire is metonymy to the enlightenment of their 
mind, inflammation of their love, their zeal, their activity and their eagerness 
in service.  “Angels are rational and intelligent, and endowed with a free will, 
immortal not by nature but by grace … they are not hemmed in by walls and 
doors, bars and seals.  When they are in heaven they are not on earth; and 
when they are sent by God down to earth they do not remain in heaven.”  
(St. John of Damascus). 
 

The Use of Bodies 
 
The Angels are a spiritual creation free from the dense material body. 
Theologians say that the angels have very light, airy bodies, which we cannot 
see.  This is easily accepted according to the saying St. Paul, “It is sown a 
natural body, it is raised a spiritual body. There is a natural body, and there is 
a spiritual body.” (1 Corinthians 15:44). 
 
In the resurrection we will have luminous bodies according to the Lord’s 
saying, “nor can they die anymore, for they are equal to the angels and are 
sons of God, being sons of the resurrection.” (Luke 20:36). But the nature of 
these bodies is different to the nature of the angels’ bodies. 
As for the bodies angels appear to humans, they are borrowed bodies so that 
humans will not be scared of them. 
 
“And behold, there was a great earthquake; for an angel of the Lord 
descended from heaven, and came and rolled back the stone from the door, 
and sat on it.  His countenance was like lightning, and his clothing as white as 
snow.  And the guards shook for fear of him, and became like dead men.  But 
the angel answered and said to the women, ‘Do not be afraid, for I know that 
you seek Jesus who was crucified.’” (Matthew 28:2-5). 
 
The angels do not breed and therefore their number does not change.  They 
do not age nor die, but they are immortal. Their immortality is not self 
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immortality like God’s, most high, immortality. But their immortality springs 
from God’s keeping of them with his Divinity. 
 
When they appear to humans in the form of man, they appear dressed in 
white to symbolize purity and holiness, “His countenance was like lightning, 
and his clothing as white as snow.” (Matthew 28:3). 
 

Discerning Between True and False Angels 
 
There is one fundamental guide in evaluating any questionable or unusual 
activity.  This is the word of God.  So no angel will ever contradict Scripture.  
This is always the test.  St. Paul writes, “But even if we, or an angel from 
heaven, preach any other gospel to you than what we have preached to you, 
let him be accursed.” (Galatians 1:8).  These are strong words, but they 
illustrate the great importance of not deviating one millimetre from the word 
of God. 
 
Unfortunately, there are too many examples of people being led astray by 
what they perceived to be angels from God but who were really demonic 
deceivers.  The most obvious example is Joseph Smith, who founded the 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints (the Mormons) on an alleged 
visitation from an angel named Moroni in 1823 who told him about the golden 
plates from which he claimed to translate the Book of Mormon. 
 
St. Paul warns us that Satan himself can appear as an angel of light, and we 
need to remember this constantly (2 Corinthians 11:14).  When the devil tries 
to deceive us, he will do so smoothly and subtly.  The atmosphere will appear 
to be godly and peaceful.  The words will sound spiritual and maybe even 
biblical.  We may even feel a sweetness about the whole thing.  But if it is not 
scriptural, it cannot be of God.  No revelation, no matter how impressive or 
seemingly spiritual, will contradict Scripture! 
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Chapter 3  
The Language and  

Numbers of the Angels 
 
The angels, among themselves, speak through the minds with no need for a 
tongue, voice, vibrations or noise.  But they have a clear and understandable 
language, with the proof that St. Paul, when he ascended to the third heaven, 
he saw, heard and understood what was happening but he could not express 
it with the language of humans, “how he was caught up into Paradise and 
heard inexpressible words, which it is not lawful for a man to utter.” (2 
Corinthians 12:4). 
 
When they appear to humans with a private message, they speak to them 
with their language, so that they can comprehend the message.  They also 
address the humans in general by directing the thoughts to the mind as the 
guardian angel does. 
 
When we praise and glorify God we engage in the same language as the 
Angels.  We feel we have participated with the heavenlies as St. Gregory the 
Theologian says in the Liturgy, “Who gave those on earth the praise of the 
Seraphim, accept our voices also with the invisible, account us with the 
Heavenly powers.  Let us proclaim with them having cast from us every 
remembrance of unnatural reckonings and cry out with what they offer up 
with their voices that are never silenced and lips that never cease and praise 
your greatness.” 

 
The number of the angels  

 
There are innumerable angels.  Daniel the prophet, in his vision says, “A fiery 
stream issued and came forth from before Him. A thousand thousands 
ministered to Him; Ten thousand times ten thousand stood before Him. The 
court was seated, and the books were opened.” (Daniel 7:10).  Similarly, St. 
John describes them, “Then I looked, and I heard the voice of many angels 
around the throne, the living creatures, and the elders; and the number of 
them was ten thousand times ten thousand, and thousands of thousands”  
(Revelation 5:11). 
 
Moses refers to thousands of Holy ones, “The Lord came from Sinai, and 
dawned on them from Seir; He shone forth from Mount Paran, and He came 
with ten thousands of saints; From His right hand Came a fiery law for them.  
(Deuteronomy 33:2). 
 
Bildad suggests it is impossible to number the angels at all, “Is there any 
number to His armies? Upon whom does His light not rise?”  (Job 25:3). 
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David says in the Psalms, “The chariots of God are twenty thousand, even 
thousands of thousands; The Lord is among them as in Sinai, in the Holy 
Place.  (Psalm 68:17). 
 
“And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host 
praising God and saying:  ‘Glory to God in the highest, And on earth peace, 
goodwill toward men!’” (Luke 2:13-14). 
 
“But you have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God, the 
heavenly Jerusalem, to an innumerable company of angels” (Hebrews 
12:22). 
 
“Or do you think that I cannot now pray to My Father, and He will provide Me 
with more than twelve legions of angels?” (Matthew 26:53). 
 
The number of righteous angels very greatly exceed the number who fell, 
“His tail drew a third of the stars of heaven and threw them to the earth. And 
the dragon stood before the woman who was ready to give birth, to devour 
her Child as soon as it was born.” (Revelation 12:4). Here it is revealed that 
those who fell are one third of one troop of the troops of angels. 
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Chapter 4 
The Ranks of the Angels 

 
“We make mention of the Angels, Archangels, lordships, dominations, 
principalities, powers and thrones … of the many-faced Cherubim.  We make 
mention of the Seraphim with two of their wings veiling their face; with two 
wings covering their feet, and two wings flying while they exclaim, ‘Holy, 
Holy, Holy Lord God Sabaoth’ … we may be participants with the 
superterrestrial armies in the singing of their hymn”. (St. Cyril of Jerusalem). 
 
The majority of the early Church Fathers, such as St. Cyril of Jerusalem, 
confirm that there are nine ranks of angels as follows: 
 

i. Cherubim 
ii. Seraphim 
iii. Principalities 
iv. Dominions 
v. Thrones 
vi. Lordships 
vii. Powers 
viii. Archangels 
ix. Angels 
 

All the angels are equal but this division is according to their functions and 
responsibilities. 
 
In the Liturgy of St. Basil the Great, Bishop of Ceasearea, the Church confirms 
this division as follows: “Before Whom, stand the Angels, the Archangels, the 
Principalities, the Dominions, the Thrones, the Lordships and the Powers.” 
 

1. CHERUBIMCHERUBIM  --    (or Cherub for singular) - who have wisdom – full of 
eyes – carrying God’s throne.  They are heavenly beings of the highest 
order, created with incredible power and beauty.  The Cherubim are 
under God’s throne.  “And above the firmament over their heads was the 
likeness of a throne.”  (Ezekiel 1:26).  “This is the living creature I saw 
under the God of Israel by the River Chebar, and I knew they were 
cherubim.”  (Ezekiel 10:20). 

i) Description – During Ezekiel’s captivity in Babylon, he received a vision 
of God’s glory involving four living creatures (Ezekiel 1:1-14). 
 
a) Each has four faces, being that of a man, lion, ox and eagle.  “As for 
the likeness of their faces, each had the face of a man; each of the four 
had the face of a lion on the right side, each of the four had the face of 
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an ox on the left side, and each of the four had the face of an eagle.” 
(Ezekiel 1:10).  “Each one had four faces: the first face was the face of a 
cherub, the second face the face of a man, the third the face of a lion, and 
the fourth the face of an eagle.”  (Ezekiel 10:14).  By comparing these two 
passages, we see that a cherub has the face of an ox. 

b) “I knew that they were Cherubim.  Each one had four faces, and each 
one four wings; and the likeness of the hands of a man was under their 
wings.”  (Ezekiel 10:20,21). 
 
c) “The sole of their feet were like the souls of calves’ feet.”  
(Ezekiel 1:7). 
 
d) “I heard the noise of their wings, like the noise of many waters, like the 
voice of the Almighty”  (Ezekiel 1:24). 
 
e) A Man (Christ) sat on a sapphire throne high over their heads.  (Ezekiel 
1:26). 
 
f) “And the living creatures ran back and forth, in appearance like a flash 
of lightning.” (Ezekiel 1:14). 
 
g) “As for their rims, they were so high they were awesome; and their 
rims were full of eyes, all around the four of them.”  (Ezekiel 1:18). 
 
ii) Scriptural Occurrences: 
a) Cherubim first appear at the gate of the Garden of Eden after man was 
expelled (Genesis 3:24).  They guarded the way to the tree of life lest 
sinful man should eat of it and live forever in an unredeemable state 
(Genesis 3:22).  They teach us that sin and paradise are incompatible.  
Sinful man cannot approach God without the righteousness of Christ as 
Saviour.  Statues of winged bulls and lions with human faces guarded the 
entrances of temples and palaces of ancient Babylon and Assyria.  Both 
these nations occupied the same area as the Garden of Eden. 
 
b) Golden images of Cherubim facing each other appear on the mercy seat 
of the Tabernacle (Exodus 25:17-22).  God said, “And there I will meet 
with you, and I will speak with you from above the mercy seat, from 
between the two cherubim.”  (Exodus 25:22).  They are hence called “and 
above it were the cherubim of glory overshadowing the mercy seat. Of 
these things we cannot now speak in detail.”  (Hebrews 9:5).  They 
guarded the holiness of God against sinful man breaking God’s law.  When 
they saw the blood on the mercy seat, judgement was stayed. 
 
c) They appear as tapestry on the curtain of the tabernacle, separating 
unholy people from God’s presence in the Holy of Holies, “Moreover you 
shall make the tabernacle with ten curtains of fine woven linen and blue, 
purple, and scarlet thread; with artistic designs of cherubim you shall 
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weave them.” (Exodus 26:1). 
 
d) “Then Hezekiah prayed before the Lord, and said: O Lord God of Israel, 
the One who dwells between the cherubim.”  (2 Kings 19:15). 
 
e) Solomon, in the temple, “Inside the inner sanctuary he made two 
cherubim … he overlaid the cherubim with gold.  he carved all the walls of 
the temple all around … with carved figures of cherubim, palm trees, and 
open flowers.”  (1 Kings 6:21-29). 
 
f) Ezekiel, while captive in Babylon, received visions of the glory of God 
with four living creatures (1:1-28) later identified as Cherubim, “Then the 
glory of the Lord went up from the cherub, and paused over the threshold 
of the temple; and the house was filled with the cloud, and the court was 
full of the brightness of the Lord's glory.  Then the glory of the Lord 
departed from the threshold of the temple and stood over the cherubim.  
And the cherubim lifted their wings and mounted up from the earth in my 
sight. When they went out, the wheels were beside them; and they stood 
at the door of the east gate of the Lord's house, and the glory of the God 
of Israel was above them.  This is the living creature I saw under the God 
of Israel by the River Chebar, and I knew they were cherubim.  Each one 
had four faces and each one four wings, and the likeness of the hands of 
a man was under their wings.  And the likeness of their faces was the 
same as the faces which I had seen by the River Chebar, their appearance 
and their persons. They each went straight forward.”  (Ezekiel 10:4,18-
22). 
 
(iii) The Purpose and Duties of Cherubim: 
 
a) Their purpose is to proclaim and protect God’s glory, presence and 
holiness. 
 
b) They are never sent from God’s presence but are confined to God’s 
throne.  They designated the place of God’s presence, as in the Garden of 
Eden, the Tabernacle, and in Solomon’s temple.  The Shekinah glory 
represents God who is dwelling between the Cherubims: “You who dwell 
between the cherubim, shine forth!”  (Psalm 80:1).  “The Lord reigns; Let 
the peoples tremble! He dwells between the cherubim.”  (Psalm99:1). 
 
c) They show the unapproachableness of God. 
 
d) They show God’s glory. 
 
e) They show God’s intervention in human affairs in Ezekiel 1. 
 
f) Above the mercy seat they show how God can meet sinful man on the 
basis of blood sacrifice, and through a God given priesthood.  These 
pointed to Christ as our only blood sacrifice to atone for our sins and as 
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our great High Priest.  They also teach the grace of God that provides 
salvation for man and access to God through Jesus Christ’s blood sacrifice. 
 
During the Liturgy when the priest offers incense before the two side 
sanctuaries and says, “Hail to the Lord’s sanctuary, which is carried by the 
Cherubim and Seraphim.” 
 
The Four Living Creatures 
 
St. Clement of Alexandria and St. Jerome, as well as Phillo the Jewish 
historian and philosopher, see that the word “cherub” means “knowledge”, 
and therefore, the cherubim (plural of cherub) are the angels of 
knowledge and they are the four living creatures. 
 
The Church celebrates the feast of the Four Living Creatures on the 17th 
November, in which we recite their Doxologies saying, “The four 
incorporeal creatures, carry the Throne of God, a face of a lion and a face 
of a ram, a face of a man and a face of an eagle.  We also praise with 
them, with incessant voices, saying ‘Holy, Holy, Holy O Lord.’  Intercede 
on our behalf, O four incorporeal creatures, the ministers fervent as fire, 
that Christ may forgive us our sins.’” 
 
a) The best interpretations of the 4 Living Creatures are the following: 
 
The face of a man shows wisdom and knowledge.  The face of a lion 
shows power and courage.  The face of an ox shows sacrifice, patience 
and carrying heavy loads.  The face of an eagle shows vision, power in 
flight, swift and high. 
 
 
b) They refer to the attributes of God: 
 
The man refers to God’s wisdom and knowledge.  The lion refers to 
God’s power and majesty.  The ox refers to God’s patience and justice.  
The eagle refers to God’s glory, height and sight. 
 
c) They represent the earthly creatures: 
 
The man represents the human race.  The lion represents the wild 
beasts.  The ox represents the tame animals.  The eagle represents the 
birds. 
 
d) They refer to the four Gospels: 
 
The man represents the gospel of St. Matthew who started his genealogy 
of Christ as the Son of Man.  The lion refers to the gospel of St. Mark who 
started his gospel with the roaring voice crying in the wilderness.  The ox 
represents the gospel of St. Luke who started his gospel with the 
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sacrifices, which Zacharias was offering in the temple.  The eagle refers 
to the gospel of St. John who started his gospel with the Divinity of Christ 
and His everlasting presence. 
 
e) They refer to the Person of Christ: 
 
The man refers to Christ’s incarnation and humanity.  The loin refers to 
Christ’s power, courage and victory.  The ox refers to Christ’s priesthood 
and redemption.  The eagle refers to Christ’s Divinity and ascension to 
heaven. 
 
f) They refer to the stages of Christ’s salvation: 
 
The man refers to the incarnation.  The ox refers to the crucifixion and 
redemption.  The lion refers to the resurrection.  The eagle refers to the 
ascension. 
 
g) They may refer to the Church of Christ that carries the divine life: 
 
The man refers to the Bishops.  The lion refers the Priests.  The ox 
refers to the Deacons.  The eagle refers to the people (congregation). 
 
h) They refer to the sanctification of our new nature: 
 
the man refers to mental.  The lion refers to authority.  The ox refers to 
physical.  The eagle refers to spiritual. 

2. SERAPHIMSERAPHIM - (i.e. those who are blazing – having six wings – flying 
around God’s throne).  The Seraphim stand above God’s throne, “a 
throne…above it stood Seraphim.”  (Isaiah 6:1,2), their name meaning 
“burning ones” speaking of their consuming devotion to God. 
 
” Above it stood seraphim; each one had six wings: with two he covered 
his face, with two he covered his feet, and with two he flew.”  (Isaiah 
6:2).  The symbolism is clear: “with two wings they cover their faces,” 
shows that even the most exalted spirits cannot bear the full vision of 
God’s glory; “with two wings they cover their feet,” shows their 
reverence, their hesitancy to tread uninvited upon holy ground; “with two 
wings they did fly,” shows their swiftness to obey God’s commands. 
 
They cried to each other “And one cried to another and said: Holy, holy, 
holy is the Lord of hosts; The whole earth is full of His glory!”  (Isaiah 
6:3). In this one passage we learn the following about the Seraphim: 
 
i. They are above the throne (= dignity) 
ii. They have wings (= spirituality) 
iii. They have faces (= sagacity) 
iv. They have hands (= ability) 
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v. They have feet (= mobility) 
vi. They cover their faces with two wings (= modesty) 
vii. They cover their feet with two wings (= purity) 
viii. They worship the Lord (= humility) 
ix. They encourage one another (= fraternity) 
 
 “Their duties are to lead heaven in the worship of God’s holiness, and to 
purify God’s servants for true worship and service.  Hence, they are 
concerned with worship and holiness, whereas Cherubim are concerned 
with justice and might. 
 
In the Liturgy of St. Kyrillos we say, “For You, O God, are above every 
principality, every authority, every power, every lordship, and every name 
which may be named, not only in this age, but also in the age to come. 
For before You stand thousands upon thousands, and myriads upon 
myriads of holy angels and archangels, serving You.  For before You 
stand Your two highly esteemed creatures, the Seraphim and the 
Cherubim, of six wings and many eyes, with two of their wings they cover 
their faces from Your Divinity, surpassing sight and thought, with two 
they cover their feet, and they fly with other two.” 
 
Application:  They show that a sinner must be cleansed of sin before he 
can stand before God and serve Him (as in Isaiah’s case).  Isaiah’s lips, 
now cleansed (by the hot coal) are now ready to speak God’s message to 
men (Isaiah 6:8-9). 

3. PRINCIPALITIESPRINCIPALITIES - (indicate order and regulation).  In the New 
Testament Principalities refers to one type of spiritual (metaphysical), 
“For I am persuaded that neither death nor life, nor angels nor 
principalities nor powers, nor things present nor things to come.”  
(Romans 8:38); “Then comes the end, when He delivers the kingdom to 
God the Father, when He puts an end to all rule and all authority and 
power.”  (1 Corinthians 15:24); “far above all principality and power and 
might and dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this age 
but also in that which is to come.  To the intent that now the manifold 
wisdom of God might be made known by the church to the principalities 
and powers in the heavenly places.  For we do not wrestle against flesh 
and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of 
the darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the 
heavenly places.”  (Ephesians 1:21, 3:10, 6:12); “For by Him all things 
were created that are in heaven and that are on earth, visible and 
invisible, whether thrones or dominions or principalities or powers. All 
things were created through Him and for Him.  and you are complete in 
Him, who is the head of all principality and power.  Having disarmed 
principalities and powers, He made a public spectacle of them, triumphing 
over them in it.”  (Colossians 1:16, 2:10, 15). 
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4. DOMINIONSDOMINIONS  --   (strength of their defence).  Dominions are Angels of 
Leadership.  They regulate the duties of the angels, making known the 
commands of God, “For by Him all things were created that are in heaven 
and that are on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions 
or principalities or powers. All things were created through Him and for 
Him.”  (Colossians 1:16) 

5. THRONESTHRONES  --   (as proof of God’s rest with them) “For by Him all things 
were created that are in heaven and that are on earth, visible and 
invisible, whether thrones or dominions or principalities or powers. All 
things were created through Him and for Him.”  Colossians 1:16).  
Thrones are the Angels of pure humility, peace and submission.  They 
reside in the area of the cosmos where material form begins to take 
shape.  The lower Choir of Angels need the Thrones to access God. 

6. LORDSHIPSLORDSHIPS - (their exaltness which is delivered from every decline). 

7. POWERSPOWERS - (their unshaken power and might – miracles are performed 
by them).  Powers are Warrior Angels against evil defending the cosmos 
and humans.  They fight against evil spirits who attempt to wreak chaos 
through human beings, “who has gone into heaven and is at the right 
hand of God, angels and authorities and powers having been made 
subject to Him.”  (1 Peter 3:22). 

8. ARCHANGELSARCHANGELS – Archangels are generally taken to mean “chief or 
leading angel” (Jude 9; 1 Thessalonians 4:16), they are the most 
frequently mentioned throughout the Bible.  They may be of this or other 
hierarchies as Archangel Michael, who is a princely Seraph.  The 
Archangels have a unique role as God’s messenger to the people at 
critical times in history and salvation (Tobit 12:6, 15; John 5:4; Revelation 
12:7-9) as in the Annunciation and Apocalypse. 
 

9. ANGELS ANGELS – These angels are closest to the material world and human 
beings.  They deliver the prayers to God and God’s answers and other 
messages to humans.  Angels have the capacity to access any and all 
other Angels at any time. 
 
“Before the throne there was a sea of glass, like crystal. And in the midst 
of the throne, and around the throne, were four living creatures full of 
eyes in front and in back.  The first living creature was like a lion, the 
second living creature like a calf, the third living creature had a face like a 
man, and the fourth living creature was like a flying eagle.  The four living 
creatures, each having six wings, were full of eyes around and within. 
And they do not rest day or night, saying: Holy, holy, holy, Lord God 
Almighty, Who was and is and is to come!” (Revelation 4:6-8)  
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Chapter 5 
The Names of the Archangels 

 
Our Church teaches there are 7 Archangels interceding for mankind.  In the 
Doxologies of the Heavenly Hosts we affirm that Michael is the first, Gabriel is 
the second, Raphael is the third, a symbol of the Trinity.  Suriel, Sedakiel, 
Sarathiel and Ananiel, the luminous the great and the holy, asking Him for the 
creation (Doxology of the Heavenlies). 
 

i Archangel Michael - which means, “Who is like God”, “But the prince of 
the kingdom of Persia withstood me twenty-one days; and behold, Michael, 
one of the chief princes, came to help me, for I had been left alone there 
with the kings of Persia.” (Daniel 10:13).  When the devil tried to exalt 
himself to be like God, this chief rebuked him saying, “Who is like God?  
This name became his.  Archangel Michael occupies a special place in the 
life of the Coptic Church.  On the 12th of each Coptic month we ask for 
Archangel Michael’s protection and support.  His power and might is almost 
limitless.  He determined the annual rising of the Nile flood (12th 
Misra;19th August). 
 
“Yet Michael the archangel, in contending with the devil, when he disputed 
about the body of Moses, dared not bring against him a reviling accusation, 
but said, ‘The Lord rebuke you!’” (Jude 1:9).  “At that time Michael shall 
stand up, The great prince who stands watch over the sons of your people; 
And there shall be a time of trouble, Such as never was since there was a 
nation, Even to that time. And at that time your people shall be delivered, 
Every one who is found written in the book.” (Daniel 12:1).  “And war 
broke out in heaven: Michael and his angels fought with the dragon; and 
the dragon and his angels fought.” (Revelation 12:7). 
 
Festivals of commemoration are held and alms offered in honour of 
Archangel Michael particularly the 12th day of each month.  Why?  The 
reason is traced to the following story: 
 
A certain God-fearing man whose name was Dorotheus and his wife 
Theopista, held a festival of commemoration for the honoured Angel 
Michael on the 12th day of each month.  It happened that all the money of 
this righteous family came to an end and they had nothing with which to 
celebrate the commemoration of the honoured Michael, so they took their 
apparel to sell that they might have a feast.  Michael the Archangel 
appeared to Dorotheus and commanded him not to sell his clothes, but to 
go to a sheep-master and to take from him a sheep worth one-third of a 
dinar.  He was also to go to a fisherman and to take from him a fish worth 
one-third of a dinar but Dorotheus was not to slit open the fish until he 
came back to him. 
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Finally, he was to go to a flour merchant and to take from him as much 
flour as he needed.  Dorotheus did as the angel commanded him.  He 
invited the people, as was his custom, to the feast honouring the angel 
Michael.  When he went into his storeroom looking for wine for the 
offering, he found that all the containers had been filled with wine and 
many other good things.  He marvelled exceedingly. 
 
After they had finished the feast and all the people had departed, the angel 
appeared to Dorotheus as before and commanded him to cut open the 
belly of the fish.  He found therein three hundred dinars of gold and three-
thirds parts of a dinar.  He told him these three-thirds parts of a dinar were 
for the sheep, the fish and the flour, and the three hundred dinars were for 
him and his children.  God had remembered him and his oblations and had 
rewarded him here, in this world and he would inherit the kingdom of 
heaven on the last day.  Dorotheus and his wife were astonished at this 
matter; he said to them, “I am Michael the Archangel who hath delivered 
you from all your tribulations and I have taken your oblations and alms up 
to God, you shall lack no good thing whatsoever in this world.”  They 
prostrated themselves before him and he disappeared and went up into 
heaven.  This is one of the innumerable miracles of this honoured 
Archangel Michael.” 
 

ii Archangel Gabriel - which means “Power of God” (Luke 1:19, 26) and 
“Power” i.e. God’s strength, for he announces God’s message to people 
and he is the one who declared the annunciation of incarnation of our 
Saviour.  The Church celebrates his Feast on 20th June. 
 
Archangel Gabriel appears four times in Scripture as follows: 
 
a) Archangel Gabriel appeared as a man to Daniel with the task “Gabriel, 
make this man understand the vision.”  (Daniel 8:15,16).  This sets in place 
the role of Gabriel to interpret God’s word to the prophets of Israel.  This is 
an example of the first mention principle in Scripture.  This vision in Daniel 
8:15-27 interprets the future Medo-Persian Empire, the Greek Empire, 
Alexander the Great and his four successors, along with Antichrist’s 
activities at the time of the end. 
 
b) Archangel Gabriel, in answer to Daniel’s prayer, flew swiftly, and 
informed Daniel saying, “I have now come forth to give you skill to 
understand.”  (Daniel 9:21,22).  He interpreted the 70 week prophecy to 
Daniel concerning the time of Messiah’s first coming, and some events of 
Christ’s second coming (Daniel 9:20-27). 
 
c) Archangel Gabriel announces the birth of John the Baptist to Zecharias 
(Luke 1:10-20).  As the people prayed, Archangel Gabriel appears to 
Zecharias to declare, “For your prayer is heard.”  (Luke 1:13).  He refers to 
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himself as, “I am Gabriel, who stands in the presence of God, and was sent 
to speak to you and bring you these glad tidings.”  (Luke 1:19). 
 
d) Archangel Gabriel announces the birth of Jesus Christ and His ministry 
as King of David’s throne to Mary before Jesus was conceived.  (Luke 1:26-
38). 
 

iii Archangel Raphael - which means “God Heals” (Tobit 3:17).  The Bible 
states, “And the holy angel of the Lord, Raphael was sent to heal them 
both, whose prayers at one time were rehearsed in the sight of the Lord.”  
(Tobit 3:25).  In the fullness of time the prayers of Sara and Tobias were 
answered and God sent Archangel Raphael to heal them.  Traditionally, 
Archangel Raphael is regarded as the patron for those who are sick, 
distressed and in various crisis.  The Church celebrates his Feast on the 8th 
September.  “For I am the angel Raphael, one of the seven, who stand 
before the Lord.”  (Tobit 12:15). 
 
They were both alarmed; and they fell upon their faces, for they were 
afraid. But he said to them, “Do not be afraid; you will be safe. But praise 
God forever. For I did not come as a favour on my part, but by the will of 
our God. Therefore praise Him forever. All these days I merely appeared to 
you I did not eat and drink, but you were seeing a vision. And now give 
thanks to God, for I am ascending to him who sent me. Write in a book 
everything that has happened.’ Then they stood up; but they saw him no 
more.” (Tobit 12:15-21).  This last reference assures that they have bodies 
for the sole purpose of apparitions to humans. 

iv Archangel Suriel - which means “The Fire of God” (3 Esdras 4:1, 5:20).  
Archangel Suriel serves the heavenly trumpets, “And He will send His 
angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and they will gather together His 
elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other.”  (Matthew 
24:31).  “And He will send His angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and 
they will gather together His elect from the four winds, from one end of 
heaven to the other.”  (1 Thessalonians 4:16).  The Church celebrates his 
Feast on the 5th February. 

v Archangel Sarathiel - which means “Prayer of God” (3 Esdras 5:16). 

vi Archangel Ananiel - which means “Praise of God”. 

vii  Archangel Sadakiel - which means “Blessings of God”. 
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Chapter 6  
The Characteristics of  

the Angels 
 
A. THE STRENGTH OF THE THE STRENGTH OF THE ANGELSANGELS  

Angels have great strength and ability compared to humans, but it is very 
limited compared to God most high. 
 
i) Angel of destruction: “For the Lord will pass through to strike the 
Egyptians; and when He sees the blood on the lintel and on the two 
doorposts, the Lord will pass over the door and not allow the destroyer to 
come into your houses to strike you.” (Exodus 12:23). 
 
ii) Angel of Sennacherib’s army: “And it came to pass on a certain 
night that the angel of the Lord went out, and killed in the camp of the 
Assyrians one hundred and eighty-five thousand; and when people arose 
early in the morning, there were the corpses--all dead.” (2 Kings 19:35). 
 
iii) Angel of Jerusalem’s destruction: “So the Lord sent a plague upon 
Israel from the morning till the appointed time. From Dan to Beersheba 
seventy thousand men of the people died.” (2 Samuel 24:15). 
 

b. THE KNOWLEDGE OF THETHE KNOWLEDGE OF THE  ANGELS:ANGELS: Their knowledge greatly 
supersedes humans if compared to them, their understanding is very 
wide, they do not require studying and searching like humans, due to the 
nature of their spiritual bodies and ease of their movement from one 
place to another in a moment. Their knowledge, however, when 
compared to God’s knowledge is very limited. “But of that day and hour 
no one knows, not even the angels of heaven, but My Father only.” 
(Matthew 24:36). Also they do not know the depth of man like God and 
do not know God’s intentions towards humans except that which He 
reveals to them. 

 
i Their knowledge of God and His mysteries greatly exceeds that of 

humans by very much. This is why they worship Him with great 
reverence and praise Him day and night. 
 

ii “Bless the Lord, you His angels, Who excel in strength, who do His 
word, Heeding the voice of His word.” (Psalm 103:20), “Then I saw a 
strong angel proclaiming with a loud voice, ‘Who is worthy to open the 
scroll and to loose its seals?’” (Revelation 5:2). 
 

iii The result of their great knowledge is that the possibility of their fall is 
remote… But if an angel deviates and falls, he has no repentance or 
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return, for he fell with knowledge… This is why Satan and his soldiers, 
since their fall, are unredeemable. 

 
c. THE HOLINESS OF THE THE HOLINESS OF THE ANGELS:ANGELS: They are described by holiness, 

righteousness and purity and the bible call them holy angels, “When the 
Son of Man comes in His glory, and all the holy angels with Him, then He 
will sit on the throne of His glory.” (Matthew 25:31). This is due to their 
nearness to God and their knowledge of God’s great ability, holiness, 
wisdom, knowledge, generosity and goodness. 

 
d. THE SPEED OF THE ANGTHE SPEED OF THE ANGELS:ELS: According to the nature of their 

spiritual bodies, their movement form one place to another does not 
require any time (examples: Destructive angel of the Egyptians first born, 
the angel of Sennacherib’s army). 
 

e. THE JOY AND SORROW OTHE JOY AND SORROW OF THE ANGELS:F THE ANGELS: Some perceive that 
the angels sorrow for the sins of the sons of man according to the Lord’s 
saying. “Likewise, I say to you, there is joy in the presence of the angels 
of God over one sinner who repents.”  (Luke 15:10).  But we should 
differentiate between their sorrow which is similar to humans sorrow 
when they lose something… For this does not exist among the angels for 
the angels dwell in heaven and there is no sorrow in the life of heaven as 
the book of Revelation mentions. “And God will wipe away every tear 
from their eyes; there shall be no more death, nor sorrow, nor crying. 
There shall be no more pain, for the former things have passed away.” 
(Revelation 21:4). 
 
But their joy for the repentance of the sinners and their sorrow for their 
sins is an abstract matter and a symbolic expression so that humans may 
feel the difficulty of sin and exaltness of repentance.  The following story 
demonstrates the joy of Christ and all the heavenly hosts when I repent 
and return to the bosom of the Father: 
 
”There is an old legend according to which God said to one of His angels: 
‘Go down to earth and bring back the most precious thing in the world.’  
The angel flew down to earth and traversed hills and valleys, seas and 
rivers, in search of the most precious thing in the world.  Finally, after a 
number of years, the angel came upon a battlefield and beheld a brave 
soldier dying of the wounds he had received in defense of his country.  
The angel seized a drop of blood, brought it to the throne of God, and 
said, ‘Lord God, surely this is the most precious thing in the world.’  God 
said, ‘Indeed, O angel, this is precious in My sight, but it is not the most 
precious thing in the world.’ 
 
So the angel returned to earth and , after many years of wandering, came 
to a hospital where a nurse lay dying of a dread disease that she had 
contracted through nursing others.  As the last breath passed from her 
lifeless form, the angel caught it up and brought it to the throne of 
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judgment, saying, ‘O Lord God, surely this is the most precious thing in 
the world.’  God smiled at the angel and said, ‘Indeed, O angel, sacrifice 
on behalf of others is very precious in My sight, but it is not the most 
precious thing in the world.’ 
 
The angel returned to earth and this time wandered for many years.  
Then it happened that the angel beheld one day a vicious looking man 
riding through a dark forest.  He was going to the hut of his enemy to 
destroy him.  As he approached the enemy’s house, light streamed from 
the windows as the members of the household, unsuspecting, went about 
their tasks.  The villain approached and looked into the window.  There 
he saw the wife putting the little son to bed, teaching him to pray, 
instructing him to thank God for all His blessings.  As the vicious man 
looked at this scene, he forgot why he had come.  He remembered his 
own childhood – how his own mother had put him to bed and taught him 
to pray to God.  The man’s heart melted and a tear rolled down his 
cheek.  The angel caught the tear and flew to God saying, ‘Dear Lord, 
surely this is the most precious thing in the world – the tear of 
repentance.’ 
 
God beamed upon the angel as He spoke, ‘Indeed, O angel, you have 
brought Me the most precious thing in the world – the tear of repentance 
which opens the gates of heaven.’ 
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Chapter 7 
The Functions of the Angels 

 
A. Worship and adoration of the living God: 
 
“We Christians reverence and worship Him and the Son who came forth from 
Him and taught us these things, and the host of other good Angels who are 
about Him and made quite like Him, and the Prophetic Spirit.”  (St. Justin 
Maryr). 
 
“And one cried to another and said: “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts; The 
whole earth is full of His glory!” (Isaiah 6:3). 
 
In the Book of Revelation, John talks of the Angels around the Throne of God. 
“Then I looked, and I heard the voice of many angels around the throne, the 
living creatures, and the elders; and the number of them was ten thousand 
times ten thousand, and thousands of thousands, saying with a loud voice: 
‘Worthy is the Lamb who was slain to receive power and riches and wisdom, 
And strength and honor and glory and blessing!’ And every creature which is 
in heaven and on the earth and under the earth and such as are in the sea, 
and all that are in them, I heard saying: ‘Blessing and honor and glory and 
power be to Him who sits on the throne, And to the Lamb, forever and ever!’  
Then the four living creatures said, ‘Amen! And the twenty-four elders fell 
down and worshiped Him who lives forever and ever.’” (Revelation 5:11-14). 
 
“You alone are the Lord; You have made heaven, The heaven of heavens, 
with all their host, The earth and everything on it, The seas and all that is in 
them, And You preserve them all. The host of heaven worships You.” 
(Nehemiah 9:6). 
 
“But when He again brings the firstborn into the world, He says: ‘Let all the 
angels of God worship Him.’ 7 And of the angels He says: ‘Who makes His 
angels spirits And His ministers a flame of fire.’” (Hebrew 1:6). 
 
“All the angels stood around the throne and the elders and the four living 
creatures, and fell on their faces before the throne and worshiped God, 
saying: ‘Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom, thanksgiving and honor and 
power and might, be to our God forever and ever. Amen.’” (Revelation 7:11-
12). 
 
In offering incense before the sanctuary (symbolic of Heaven) and the altar 
(symbolic of God’s Throne), the priest says, “I will praise You with my whole 
heart; before the gods I will sing praises to You.  I will worship toward Your 
holy temple, and praise Your name.  For Your loving kindness and Your truth; 
for You have magnified Your word above all Your name.” (Psalm 138:1-2). 
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B. Performing Gods will: 
 
“Bless the Lord, you His angels, who excel in strength, who do His word, 
heeding the voice of His word.  Bless the Lord, all you His hosts, you 
ministers of His, who do His pleasure.” (Psalm 103:20-21). And “Then I heard 
a loud voice from the temple saying to the seven angels, ‘Go and pour out the 
bowls of the wrath of God on the earth.’”  (Revelation 16:1). 
 
In the Liturgy of St. Gregory we say: “You are praised by the angels, and 
worshipped by the archangels.  You are blessed by the principalities, and unto 
You the lordships cry out.  Of Your glory the authorities speak.  To You the 
thrones offer up honour.  Thousands upon thousands stand before You, and 
myriads upon myriads offer You service.  You are blessed by the invisible; 
You are worshipped by the manifest creatures.  They all perform Your word, 
O our Master.” 
 
St. Clement of Rome says, “Let our glorying and our confidence be in Christ.  
Let us be subject to His will.  Let us consider the whole multitude of His 
angels, and how they stand waiting to minister to His will.” 
 
C. Conveying God’s Messages: 
 
“Then the angel said to her, “Then the angel said to her, ‘Do not be afraid, 
Mary, for you have found favor with God.  And behold, you will conceive in 
your womb and bring forth a Son, and shall call His name Jesus.’”  (Luke 
1:30-31). 
 
“But the angel said to him, ‘Do not be afraid, Zacharias, for your prayer is 
heard; and your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you shall call his 
name John.’” (Luke 1:13). 
 
“And behold, there was a great earthquake; for an angel of the Lord 
descended from heaven, and came and rolled back the stone from the door, 
and sat on it.” (Matthew 28:2). 
 
D. Delivering God’s Children 
 
Saving Jacob, “The Angel who has redeemed me from all evil, bless the lads; 
let my name be named upon them, and the name of my fathers Abraham and 
Isaac; and let them grow into a multitude in the midst of the earth.” (Genesis 
48:16). 
 
An angel walks before the Israelites, “And the Angel of God, who went before 
the camp of Israel, moved and went behind them; and the pillar of cloud 
went from before them and stood behind them.”(Exodus 14:19). 
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Raphael with Tobit, “And Raphael was sent to heal the two of them: to scale 
away the white films from Tobit’s eyes; to give Sarah the daughter of Raguel 
in marriage to Tobias the son of Tobit, and to bind Asmodeus the evil demon, 
because Tobias was entitled to posses her.” (Tobit 3:17) 
 
Saving Daniel, “My God sent His angel and shut the lions' mouths, so that 
they have not hurt me, because I was found innocent before Him; and also, O 
king, I have done no wrong before you.” (Daniel 6:22). 
 
Getting the apostles out of prison “But at night an angel of the Lord opened 
the prison doors and brought them out.” (Acts 5:19). 
 
Saving Peter, “And when Peter had come to himself, he said, ‘Now I know for 
certain that the Lord has sent His angel, and has delivered me from the hand 
of Herod and from all the expectation of the Jewish people.’” (Acts 12:11). 
 
Declaring to Paul his safety from drowning and those with him in the ship, 
“For there stood by me this night an angel of the God to whom I belong and 
whom I serve, saying, ‘Do not be afraid, Paul; you must be brought before 
Caesar; and indeed God has granted you all those who sail with you.’” (Acts 
27:23-24). 
 
Also, the general service of humans, like the angel who stirred the water at 
the pool of Bethesda to heal the sick (John 5:1-8). 
 
E. Healing and praying for humans: 
 
“Then the Angel of the Lord answered and said, ‘O Lord of hosts, how long 
will You not have mercy on Jerusalem and on the cities of Judah, against 
which You were angry these seventy years?’  And the Lord answered the 
angel who talked to me, with good and comforting words.  So the angel who 
spoke with me said to me, Proclaim, saying, ‘Thus says the Lord of hosts: I 
am zealous for Jerusalem And for Zion with great zeal.  I am exceedingly 
angry with the nations at ease; for I was a little angry, and they helped--but 
with evil intent.  Therefore thus says the Lord: ‘I am returning to Jerusalem 
with mercy; My house shall be built in it, says the Lord of hosts, And a 
surveyor's line shall be stretched out over Jerusalem.’” (Zechariah 1:12-16). 
 
“Then another angel, having a golden censer, came and stood at the altar. He 
was given much incense, that he should offer it with the prayers of all the 
saints upon the golden altar which was before the throne.” (Revelation 8:3). 
 
When Jacob saw the ladder connecting between heaven and earth, he saw on 
it Angels ascending and descending.  Some of the Fathers, in their 
contemplations, say that the Angels ascending to Heaven carry our prayers 
and the Angels descending carry the answers to our prayers from heaven. 
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F. Carrying the souls of the departed: 
 
“So it was that the beggar died, and was carried by the angels to Abraham's 
bosom. The rich man also died and was buried.” (Luke 16:22). 
 
Executing God’s will at the resurrection and executing His judgments 
according to the judgment of humans. 
 
“So it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come forth, separate the 
wicked from among the just” (Mathew 13:49).  
 
“And He will send His angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and they will 
gather together His elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the 
other.” (Matthew 24:31). 
 
“The Son of Man will send out His angels, and they will gather out of His 
kingdom all things that offend, and those who practice lawlessness, and will 
cast them into the furnace of fire. There will be wailing and gnashing of 
teeth.” (Matthew 13:41-42). 
 
G. Fighting the devils: 
 
“But the prince of the kingdom of Persia withstood me twenty-one days; and 
behold, Michael, one of the chief princes, came to help me, for I had been left 
alone there with the kings of Persia.” (Daniel 10:13). 
 
“And war broke out in heaven: Michael and his angels fought with the 
dragon; and the dragon and his angels fought” (Revelation 12:7). 
 
H. Raising humans’ praises to God: 
 
The angel of the sacrifice in the Liturgy, “Then another angel, having a 
golden censer, came and stood at the altar. He was given much incense, that 
he should offer it with the prayers of all the saints upon the golden altar 
which was before the throne.” (Revelation 8:3). 
 
I. Assisting humans to see heavenly visions: 
 
Like the angel who led Saint John the apostle and clarified every thing to him 
in the revelation, “So I went to the angel and said to him, ‘Give me the little 
book.’ And he said to me, ‘Take and eat it; and it will make your stomach 
bitter, but it will be as sweet as honey in your mouth.’  Then I was given a 
reed like a measuring rod. And the angel stood, saying, ‘Rise and measure the 
temple of God, the altar, and those who worship there.’” (Revelation 10:9, 
11:1). 
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J. Sent in Answer to Prayers: 
 
i. Daniel prayed for Israel’s restoration to the land and an angel came to 

instruct him and answer his prayer.  “Now while I was speaking, 
praying, and confessing my sin and the sin of my people Israel, and 
presenting my supplication before the Lord my God for the holy 
mountain of my God, yes, while I was speaking in prayer, the man 
Gabriel, whom I had seen in the vision at the beginning, being caused 
to fly swiftly, reached me about the time of the evening offering.  And 
he informed me, and talked with me, and said, ‘O Daniel, I have now 
come forth to give you skill to understand.  At the beginning of your 
supplications the command went out, and I have come to tell you, for 
you are greatly beloved; therefore consider the matter, and understand 
the vision’”  (Daniel 9:20-23). 

ii. Daniel prayed and fasted, so God sent an angel to give him the 
detailed history of the next 300 years.  “Suddenly, a hand touched me, 
which made me tremble on my knees and on the palms of my hands.  
And he said to me, ‘O Daniel, man greatly beloved, understand the 
words that I speak to you, and stand upright, for I have now been sent 
to you.’  While he was speaking this word to me, I stood trembling.  
Then he said to me, ‘Do not fear, Daniel, for from the first day that you 
set your heart to understand, and to humble yourself before your God, 
your words were heard; and I have come because of your words.’”  
(Daniel 10:10-12). 

iii. When Herod imprisoned Peter, the Church prayed for his release 
without ceasing, and God sent an angel to deliver him.  “Peter was 
therefore kept in prison, but constant prayer was offered to God for 
him by the church.  Then the angel said to him, ‘Gird yourself and tie 
on your sandals;’ and so he did. And he said to him, ‘Put on your 
garment and follow me.’  And when Peter had come to himself, he 
said, ‘Now I know for certain that the Lord has sent His angel, and has 
delivered me from the hand of Herod and from all the expectation of 
the Jewish people.’”(Acts 12:5,8,11). 
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Chapter 8 
The Guardian Angels 

 
“Regiments of Angels are distributed over nations and cities; and 

perhaps even some are assigned to particular individuals”.  
(St. Clement of Alexandria). 

 
Guarding the faithful: 
 
There is a guardian angel to each faithful, but the theologians even say that 
there is an angel for each person, whether faithful or not, who abides with 
him since birth.  This angel does not dwell on earth as some may think, but in 
heaven. He follows and feels everything which encounters the soul who he is 
appointed to guard due to his spiritual, non material nature and can move in 
a moment to save her if she requires his help.  The guardian angel starts 
guarding a person after he is born.  The theologians determined that there 
are special angels to protect the kingdom and states. 
 
The following Biblical verses confirm the existence of Guardian Angels: 
 
“Take heed that you do not despise one of these little ones, for I say to you 
that in heaven their angels always see the face of My Father who is in 
heaven.” (Matthew 18:10). 
 
“The angel of the Lord encamps all around those who fear Him, and delivers 
them.  Oh, taste and see that the Lord is good; blessed is the man who trusts 
in Him!” (Psalm 34:7). 
 
It is apparent from Jacob’s blessing of Joseph’s two sons that there was an 
angel accompanying him all his life, “The Angel who has redeemed me from 
all evil, Bless the lads; Let my name be named upon them, And the name of 
my fathers Abraham and Isaac; And let them grow into a multitude in the 
midst of the earth.” (Genesis 48:16). 
 
“Do not let your mouth cause your flesh to sin, nor say before the messenger 
of God that it was an error. Why should God be angry at your excuse and 
destroy the work of your hands?” (Ecclesiastes 5:6). 
 
“But they said to her, you are beside yourself! Yet she kept insisting that it 
was so. So they said, ‘It is his angel.’” (Acts 12:15). 
 
“In all their affliction He was afflicted, And the Angel of His Presence saved 
them; In His love and in His pity He redeemed them; And He bore them and 
carried them All the days of old.” (Isaiah 63:9). 
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St. Bassilious the Great said, “An Angel is put in charge of every believer 
providing we do not drive them out by sin.” 
 
Origen states, “Every human soul is under direction of an Angel who is like a 
father.” 
 
In the Coptic tradition, apparitions of angels and archangels are quite 
common.  It is, therefore, impossible to present a complete listing of all the 
various celestial manifestations.  The following events are recorded in the 
Coptic Synaxarium.  Sts. Dioscorus and Aesculapius were strengthened in 
their faith when the archangel appeared to them (1 Tubah, 9 January).  The 
angel of the Lord touched the tongue of St. Ezekiel of Armant (14 Kiahk, 23 
December) and comforted St. George of Damirah (19 Baouna, 26 June). 
 
An angel called upon St. Isaac of Tiphre to prepare himself for martyrdom (16 
Bashans, 24 May).  St. John of Sanhut was guided by an angel to the town of 
Atripe to testify there to his faith (8 Bashans, 16 May).  An angel appeared to 
St. John of Lycopolis and ordered him to settle down in the desert (12 Hatour, 
21 November) and St. John Kame received word from an angel to establish a 
monastery (25 Kiahk, 3 January).  St. Macarius was led by an angel into the 
inner desert (27 Baramudah, 5 April) and St. Samuel the Confessor, in similar 
vein, was also led to the inner desert by the angel of the Lord who instructed 
him to St. Agathon (8 Kiahk, 17 December). 
 
Sts. Warshanufi and Paphnutius of Dendera were admonished by an angel to 
seek the crown of martyrdom (20 Baramudah).  An angel appeared to St. 
Pidjimi and told him to become a monk (11 Kiahk, 20 December). 
 
I Saw Three Angels 
 
Timothy was talking to Bishoy about angels and their appearances in the Holy 
Bible as well as to contemporary persons.  Bishoy said: “Timothy I saw three 
angels.”  “Where, and what do they look like?”  Timothy asked. 
 
Bishoy said, “A week ago I was walking to school and I saw a friend of mine 
going quickly to help a poor old man cross the road.  The old man said to my 
friend, ‘Thank you, without you I would not be able to cross the road and I 
was praying to God to send me an angel to hold my hand and help me cross 
the road and he sent you as an angel.’  My friend was happy and spent all 
day joyfully.” 
 
“Who was the second angel?”  Timothy asked.  “One night, my sister was 
walking in a hall inside our house and it was dark.  My sister said, ‘Mother, 
hold my hand.’  My mother held her hand and carried her on her arms while 
singing nice hymns.  My sister looked at her and felt the joy in her eyes and 
felt her heart saying, ‘Mother, you are an angel from heaven, without you I 
could not live.’” 
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“Who is the third angel?”  Timothy asked, and Bishoy answered.  “You 
Timothy, my God sent you to encourage me to pray and talk to me about 
heaven.  I see you as a joyful icon of God.” 
 
“Now then, we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God were pleading 
through us: we implore you on Christ's behalf, be reconciled to God.  (2 
Corinthians 5:20). 
 
 


